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OPEN INVITATION


The Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples is pleased to extend an open invitation to representatives of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS) and to representatives of the indigenous peoples and organizations of the Americas to participate in the Working Group’s Tenth Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, to be held in La Paz, Bolivia, from March 26 to 30, 2007. 


This open invitation is being extended pursuant to the mandate issued in resolution AG/RES. 2234 (XXXVI-O/06), adopted by the OAS General Assembly at its session held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, in June 2006, and on the basis of the Working Group’s decision at its meeting of September 8, 2006, to begin preparations for the next meetings of negotiations.

The Tenth Meeting of Negotiations will follow the procedure adopted for the prompt conclusion of the negotiations in the quest for points of consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (GT/DADIN/doc.246/06 rev. 6).

The Tenth Meeting will consider sections three, four, and five of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  The Agenda for the meeting was adopted by the Working Group and distributed as document GT/DADIN/doc.273/06 rev. 2.

The base documents for the negotiations are the following:

· New Compendium of Proposals for the Phase of Review of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Updated upon the conclusion of the Ninth Meeting of Negotiations) (GT/DADIN/doc.280/07 rev. 1)

· Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Outcomes of the Nine Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus held by the Working Group) [Updated upon the conclusion of the Ninth Meeting of Negotiations] (GT/DADIN/doc.283/07 corr. 1)
· Methodology for Promptly Concluding the Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (GT/DADIN/doc.246/06 rev. 6), adopted by the Working Group on November 9, 2006

The mechanism for participation of representatives of the indigenous peoples in the Tenth Meeting of Negotiations will be similar to that established for the nine previous meetings.  This mechanism, which the Working Group has already agreed upon, may be found in document GT/DADIN/doc.140 rev. 1.

In connection with this open invitation, the indigenous peoples are kindly asked to authorize the reappointment of the indigenous representative, expert, or leader who participated in the Ninth Meeting of Negotiations or to appoint a new one, by Monday, March 5, 2007, at the latest.  Please notify Mr. Jorge Sanín of the OAS Summits Secretariat of said decision (summitcso@oas.org; fax: 202-458-3665).
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