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Article XIV.
Education

1. Indigenous persons, particularly children, have the right to all levels and forms of education offered by the State without discrimination.

2. Indigenous peoples have the right to establish and control their educational systems and institutions, in conjunction with the State and in accordance with applicable standards. By virtue of this right they can:

a) establish, define, develop, apply, operate and control their own educational programs, institutions, and facilities;

b) prepare, implement, and apply their own plans, programs, curricula, teaching methodologies and materials; and

c) educate, train and accredit their teachers and administrators.

3. States and indigenous peoples are committed to the principle of equality of opportunity in education and to reducing disparities between indigenous and non-indigenous people, so that the indigenous educational systems may provide similar levels of quality and accessibility as that provided for the general population.

4. States shall include in their educational systems content that reflects the world views, cultures, histories, knowledge, values, practices, and ways of life of the indigenous peoples.

5. Indigenous children living outside their communities should, where practicable, have access to education in their own culture and language.

Article XV.
Spiritual and religious freedom

1. Indigenous peoples have the right to their freedom of spirituality and beliefs, and, by virtue of that right, to practice, develop, transmit, and teach their traditions, customs, and ceremonies, and to carry them out in public and in private, individually and collectively.

2. Indigenous persons shall not be subject to coercion which would impair their freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of their choice.

3. States shall adopt appropriate measures, in conjunction with indigenous peoples, to preserve, respect, and protect their sacred sites and objects, including burial grounds, human remains, and relics.

4. States and their institutions shall promote respect for the integrity of indigenous symbols, practices, sacred ceremonies, expressions, and spiritual protocols.

Note: Canada makes this proposal on the understanding that rights, such as those included in the first paragraph of this Article, will be subject to a generally-applicable limitations provision to be found in the General Provisions section of the Declaration to allow for the balancing of rights with the rights of others.

Article XVI.
Indigenous family

1. The family is a natural and fundamental group unit of society. Indigenous peoples have the right to preserve, maintain and promote their own family systems. States shall promote recognition and respect for the various indigenous forms of family, in particular the extended family, as well as the forms of matrimonial union, filiations, and family name, including recognition and respect by public and private institutions. In all cases, no discrimination shall be made on the basis of gender and generational grounds.

2. In determining the best interests of the child in matters related to the adoption of indigenous children, severance of family ties, and other similar circumstances, courts and other relevant institutions shall take into account, primarily, any applicable indigenous law of the concerned peoples, their points of view, rights, and interests, and the positions of individuals, the family, and the community. Indigenous institutions and indigenous courts, where they exist, may have jurisdiction in determining the custody and other related matters concerning indigenous children.
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