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In resolution AG/RES. 2234 (XXXVI-O/06), “American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” adopted by the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) at its thirty-sixth regular session, the Selection Board of the Specific Fund is requested to continue to work according to the principles established in resolution CP/RES. 873 (1459/04), “Amendments to the Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” and, so as to ensure greater transparency, to provide more information in its report on the specific reasons for choosing each beneficiary.  Accordingly, the Summits Secretariat hereby presents this report to the members of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples for their consideration.

The Selection Board of the Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples met on November 10, 2006, to consider and select the indigenous representatives and leaders to benefit from said Fund and to ensure their participation in the Eighth and Ninth Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which were held from November 4 to 8, 2006 and from January 22 to 26, 2007, at OAS headquarters, in Washington, D.C, and in the meetings of the Indigenous People’s Caucus that were held in conjunction with said meetings, from December 1 to 3, 2006, and from January 19 to 21, 2007, respectively.
The Selection Board of the Fund, composed of Ambassador Juan León Alvarado, Alternate Representative of Guatemala to the OAS and Chair of the Working Group; Ms. Ana Peña Doig, Alternate Representative of Peru to the OAS and Vice Chair of the Working Group; Haroldo Salazar Rossi, representative for South America; Elsa Son, representative for Central America and the Caribbean; and LuAnn Jamieson, representative for North America, took its decisions in keeping with OAS Permanent Council resolutions CP/RES. 817 (1319/02), in which said Specific Fund was created, and CP/RES. 873 (1459/04), which sets out the procedure for selection of the indigenous representatives.

In that connection, the Selection Board took account of the following criteria when considering each of the indigenous peoples’ representatives who requested to benefit from the Specific Fund:  participants must be representatives of indigenous organizations and communities; they must have received a letter from the respective organization supporting their request for financial support; and selection of beneficiaries must be based on equitable geographic representation and on gender equity and equality.  The Selection Board also gave consideration to the experience of the indigenous representatives of the tasks being carried out by the Working Group, their expertise, and their participation in past meetings of the Working Group. 
The Selection Board examined the 73 applications submitted by indigenous representatives of the region and selected the indigenous representatives listed below, taking account of the criteria mentioned:
In the selection of the representative for Argentina, the Board reviewed four applications and chose Ms. Natalia Sarapura of the Consejo de Organizaciones Aborígenes de Jujuy (COAJ) in light of her experience in this area, for having participated in several meetings of negotiation, and for her condition as a women’s leader in promoting and protecting human rights.

With regard to the representative for Barbados, the Board selected Mr. Damon Gerard Corrie of the United Confederation of Taíno People (UCTP), since he was the only candidate for his country, and based on his experience of this issue and his participation in the Seventh Meeting of Negotiations of the Working Group.

The Selection Board selected Ms. Anita Felicia Tzec of the Maya Institute of Belize - Ukuxtal Masewal, in view of the fact that she was the only candidate for Belize, her experience of the issue, her participation in several meetings of negotiation, her condition as women’s leader in promoting and protecting human rights, and her membership of the panel of experts of the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus.
The Board selected Ms. María Eugenia Choque Quispe, representative of the Centro de Estudios Multidisciplinarios Aymara (CEM - Aymara), from among six applications received from indigenous peoples of Bolivia for her work in this area, her outstanding leadership in her country, and her follow-up of the tasks of the Working Group.
The Selection Board chose Ms. Azelene Inácio for her leadership among the indigenous peoples of Brazil, her participation in all meetings of negotiation, and her office as Chair of the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus.

With regard to the representative for Canada, the Board selected Mr. Ronald Lameman, of the Confederacy of Treaty Six First Nations, since he was the candidate from among the three for that country who represented the most individuals, and because of his expertise and experience in the tasks carried out by the Working Group.

With respect to the representative selected for Chile, Ms. Magdalena Choque Blanco of the Comisión Aymara de Defensa del Medio Ambiente (CADMA) de las Provincias de Arica y Parinacota and of the Consejo Nacional Aymara de Mallku y T'alla "CNA" de la Provincia – Parinacota, the Board viewed favorably her participation based on her experience in this topic, as well as her outstanding leadership in her country from among the five candidates.
The Selection Board chose Mr. Jaime Arias Arias, representative of the Organización Nacional Indígena de Colombia (ONIC) as representative for Colombia, taking into account his participation in earlier meetings of negotiation and his expertise and follow-up of the work of the Working Group.

The Selection Board chose Mr. José Carlos Morales, representative of Costa Rica of Kus Kurá, and Mr. Alberto Vázquez Ayala, of the organization Coordinador de la Autodeterminación de los Pueblos Indígenas (CAPI) of Paraguay, the only candidates for those countries, due to their outstanding leadership in the region and their follow-up of the work of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Mr. Jacob Frederick, of Dominica, of the United Confederation of Taíno People (UCTP), was chosen by the Selection Board for his knowledge and experience of the topic.
As for the representative of Ecuador, the Board selected Mr. Luis Alberto Macas Ambuludi of the Confederación de Nacionalidades Indígenas del Ecuador (CONAIE) from among the ten candidates from that country, owing to his experience and follow-up of the tasks being carried out by the Working Group.

In selecting the representative for the United States, the Board reviewed four applications and opted for Ms. June L. Lorenzo of the Laguna People and American Indian Law Alliance for her work to promote and protect human rights and her experience and follow-up of the negotiations in the quest for consensus of the Working Group.


The Selection Board chose Mr. Carlos Chex as the representative of the indigenous peoples of Guatemala from among the country’s four candidates for his leadership and knowledge and follow-up of the tasks of the Working Group.


Mr. Simón Gream Paton of Mosquitia Asla Takanka (MASTA) was selected by the Selection Board from among five candidates from Honduras for his outstanding work in this area and his experience and follow-up of the work being done by the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
As for the representative for Mexico, the Board reviewed the three candidates and selected Ms. Margarita Gutiérrez of Enlace Continental de Mujeres Indígenas for her condition as women’s leader in promoting and protecting human rights, and her experience and follow-up of the issue.

The Selection Board chose Ms. Hazel Lau Blanco of Yapti Tasba Masraka Nanih Asla Takanka (YATAMA) as the representative for Nicaragua for her condition as women’s leader in promoting and protecting human rights, her experience of the topic, and for having participated in earlier meetings of the Working Group.

Of the five candidates for representative of the indigenous peoples of Panama, the Board selected Mr. Héctor Huertas González for his experience and follow-up of the work of the Working Group and his outstanding leadership from among the indigenous leaders of his country.
The Board reviewed 11 applications in selecting the representative for Peru and chose Ms. Irinea Bardales Díaz of the Federación Nativa de Defensa y Desarrollo del Morona (FENADEM) based on her participation in several meetings of negotiations, her condition as a women’s leader in promoting and protecting human rights, and her experience and follow-up of the issue. 

The Selection Board decided not to select Mr. Albert DeTerville, representative of the organization Indigenous People (Bethchilokono) of Saint Lucia Governing Council (BGC), on the recommendation of the Indigenous Caucus, inasmuch as it considered that at the Seventh Meeting of Negotiations Mr. DeTerville voluntarily excluded himself from participating in said meeting. 

Regarding the representative for Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, the Selection Board approved the application of Mr. Oswald T. Robinson of the National Garifuna Council of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines since he was the only candidate for the country, and for his experience and follow-up on the activities of the Working Group.

Ms. Loreen Jubitana, representative of the Association of Indigenous Village Leaders Suriname (VIDS), was chosen by the Selection Board for her condition as women’s leader in promoting and protecting human rights, because she was the only candidate from Suriname, and for her experience and follow-up of the work being done by the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
Having approved the list of beneficiaries of the Specific Fund, the Selection Board instructed the Summits Secretariat to instruct the Secretariat of the Permanent Council to issue two electronic bulletins to notify the 73 applicants of its decision, and to send a letter of invitation to the event to the indigenous representatives selected.


The Summits Secretariat also undertook to prepare an information bulletin on the Eighth Meeting of Negotiations for electronic transmission to the indigenous representatives selected, those representatives who had expressed interest in participating in the Meeting, and those contained in the indigenous peoples database of the Summits Secretariat.

Lastly, the Selection Board decided that the costs of participation by the indigenous members of the Selection Board would be covered by the Specific Fund and that the representatives selected would have to provide written advance confirmation of their participation in the aforementioned Meeting.
At the end of the meeting, the Chair of the Selection Board and of the Working Group declared it closed.
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