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EXPLANATORY NOTE

This is not a substitute for the text under consideration contained in GT/DADIN/doc.283/07 and other documents.  Rather, it is offered in the spirit of optimism as a declaration of principles for consideration by delegates gathered in La Paz alongside the text which the working group has been considering for many years.    If agreed to in La Paz and adopted by the June 2007 OAS General Assembly in Panama, these principles would memorialize much of the progress that has been made.  

TENTH MEETING OF NEGOTIATIONS IN THE QUEST FOR POINTS OF CONSENSUS

Proposals by THE UNITED STATES
PRINCIPLES ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLE
Recognizing that indigenous peoples have suffered from historic injustices, including dispossession of lands and resources, forced assimilation, and systematic discrimination, 

Welcoming ongoing efforts by indigenous peoples to promote their political, economic, social, and cultural enhancement and in order to bring an end to all forms of discrimination and oppression wherever they occur,

We hereby pledge our commitment to the following principles and our determination to work for their full implementation throughout the world:

1. Indigenous individuals and non-indigenous individuals are entitled to equal protection under law.  States should take measures to combat discrimination against indigenous individuals and peoples and to promote tolerance, respect, understanding and good relations among indigenous peoples and all other segments of society.

2. In addition to implementing existing human rights obligations with respect to indigenous individuals, States should recognize additional, collective rights of indigenous peoples, which promote their dignity, well being, and development and preserve their culture.  
3. States should recognize, for example, that indigenous peoples have the collective right to self-determination within the nations in which they reside. This means the right to self-government in matters relating to their internal and local affairs, including culture, language, religion, education, information, social welfare, maintenance of community safety, family relations, economic activities, lands and resources management, environment, determination of membership, and entry by non-members as well as ways and means for financing these functions.   As indigenous peoples are first peoples with the right to self-government, states should have political relationships with indigenous peoples residing within their countries. 

4. In the exercise of this self-governance, indigenous peoples should have the collective right to promote, develop, and maintain their own institutional structures and their distinctive customs, spirituality, traditions, procedures and practices, and legal systems.

5. Indigenous peoples should have the collective right to lands that they own or occupy, including sub-surface resources.  States should give legal recognition to such lands and resources and this recognition should be conducted with due respect to the customs, traditions, and land tenure systems of indigenous peoples. 

6. Indigenous peoples should not be subjected to forced assimilation or destruction of their culture.

7. Before adopting legislation or administrative measures that likely would particularly affect indigenous peoples, States should consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples concerned. 

8. Indigenous peoples should be able to maintain, protect, and have access to their religious and cultural sites and should have the collective right to repatriation of their human remains, ceremonial objects and cultural patrimony.  

9. States should provide financial and technical assistance to indigenous peoples residing within their countries and throughout the world.  

10. In the exercise of collective rights by indigenous peoples, the human rights of all shall be respected and indigenous peoples should be subject only to such limitations as are determined by law solely for the purpose of securing due recognition and respect for the rights and freedoms of others and of meeting the just requirements of public order and general welfare in a democratic society. 
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