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The Selection Board of the Specific Fund to Support the Elaboration of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples met on November 9, 2007 to review and approve the list of indigenous representatives and leaders who are beneficiaries of that Fund and who will take part in the Special Meeting of the Working Group in order to engage in a process of reflection regarding the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.  This Meeting will be held at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C. from November 26 - 28, 2007 and will be preceded by the meeting of the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus of the Americas, to be held from November 24 - 25, 2007 in the same city.


The Selection Board of the Specific Fund - composed of Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya, Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS and Chair of the Working Group; Minister Counselor Luís Exequiel Alvarado Ramírez, Alternate Representative of Nicaragua to the OAS and Vice Chair of the Working Group; Ms. Azelene Inácio, the South American representative; Ms. María Hazel Lau Blanco, the Central American and Caribbean representative; and Ms. LuAnn Jamieson, the North American representative - adopted its decisions in accordance with the OAS Permanent Council resolutions CP/RES. 817 (1319/02) and CP/RES. 873 (1459/04), which established and amended the operating procedures of the aforementioned Specific Fund.

Thus, the Board selected the following indigenous representatives based on candidacies presented at the national level:


Argentina: Sandra Painefilu 

Belize: Anita Tzec
Bolivia: Alejandro Chipana Yahuita 

Brazil: Ubiratan de Souza Maia
Canada: Ronald Lameman
Chile: Magdalena Choque Blanco
Colombia: Jaime Arias Arias

Costa Rica: José Carlos Morales 

Dominica: Charles Williams

Ecuador: Teresa Jimbicti Pandama
El Salvador: Berta García
Guatemala: Carlos Chex
Honduras: Santiago Flores Rosales
Mexico: Adelfo Regino Montes
Nicaragua: Jorge Fedrick
Panama: Héctor Huertas González

Paraguay: Alberto Vásquez Ayala
Peru: Irinea Bardales Díaz
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines: Oswald Robinson  

Suriname: Loreen Jubitana
United States of America: June L. Lorenzo


The Specific Fund will also cover the participation costs of the indigenous members of the Selection Board:

Central America and the Caribbean (Nicaragua) - María Hazel Lau Blanco 

North America (United States of America) - LuAnn Jamieson


South America (Brazil) - Azelene Inácio
In addition, the Selection Board agreed that selected representatives will be required to confirm their participation in writing and in advance. Failure to adhere to this commitment or absence without a justified reason will obligate participants to recompense the costs incurred in the purchase of their airline tickets.
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