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SUMMARY
Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, made the meeting’s introductory remarks, which are contained in document REGMAA/INF.3/06.
· Adoption of the schedule
The Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, who chaired this meeting, presented the draft schedule to the delegations for their consideration.  The Secretariat commented briefly on the election of the Rapporteur, indicating that in resolution CP/RES. 905 (1550/06), “Convocation of the Meeting on the Limitation of Military Spending and the Promotion of Greater Transparency in the Acquisition of Arms,” operative paragraph 1, the Permanent Council decided to convene a meeting of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, for the purposes established in General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2152 (XXXV-O/05).  Therefore, as this was a meeting of the Committee on Hemispheric Security, and in accordance with the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, the Secretariat had responsibility for preparing the summary of the meeting and it was not necessary to elect a Rapporteur.
The Chair of the Committee also mentioned the following documents, which had been forwarded by the United Nations Department for Disarmament Affairs as a contribution to this meeting:
· REGMAA/doc.1/06, “Transparency of Military Expenditures and the United Nations - Report by Dr. Nazir Kamal, United Nations Department of Disarmament Affairs”
· REGMAA/doc.2/06, “United Nations Standardized Instruments for Reporting Military Expenditures.  Participation by OAS Member States 1993-2006”
· REGMAA/doc.3/06, “United Nations Verbal Note - Report on Military Expenditures” (DDA/40-2006), referring to the annual reporting of military expenditures utilizing the reporting instrument as recommended in UN General Assembly resolution 35/142b
· CSH/FORO-II/DOC4/06, “United Nations Register of Conventional Arms Participation by OAS Member States.  Calendar Years 1992 - 2005 (as of 17 November 2006)”
The meeting was conducted as three parts, the first on the topic “Standardized measurement of defense expenditures,” the second on “Defense capabilities, limitation of military spending, and transparency in the acquisition of arms,” and the third and final part on “Defense spending and cooperative security.” 

TOPIC 1:  STANDARDIZED MEASUREMENT OF DEFENSE EXPENDITURES
Presentations: 
· Inés Bustillo, Economic Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)
Mrs. Bustillo referred to the method for standardized measurement developed by ECLAC in response to a pioneering initiative in the region, promoted by the Governments of Argentina and Chile, as part of a series of transparency and mutual confidence-building measures.  The presentation notes were distributed as document REGMAA/INF.2/06.
· Gustavo Sibilla, Ministry of Defense of Argentina
Mr. Sibilla commented on the origins of the method for standardized measurement as background information on the Argentina/Chile confidence-building process.  The objective of said method was to promote compatibility.  To that end, a common definition of defense criteria had been established.

He also announced the intent of the Minister of Defense of Argentina to form, in conjunction with Chile, a national working group to promote the institutionalization of new measurements in the Hemisphere, which would include ECLAC and other organizations, such as the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean (UN-LiREC). Lastly, he called on all countries to comply with the yearly United Nations reporting requirements in this area.
· Carlos Wellington Leite de Almeida, Security and Defense Network of Latin America (RESDAL)
Carlos Wellington de Almeida’s presentation was distributed as document REGMAA/ INF.4/06.
Dialogue of delegations
The delegations thanked the speakers for their presentations and underscored the need to continue to advance in their efforts to develop a method for standardized measurement of defense expenditures.  In that connection, they indicated that the method developed by ECLAC constituted progress in the area of confidence- and security-building measures.  They also noted that transparency in defense policies contributed to stability in the region and strengthened the legitimacy of States. 

The delegation of Chile referred to the methodology developed in conjunction with ECLAC and supported the offer of the Minister of Argentina to move forward with efforts to build confidence through the exercise of transparency.

The delegation of Costa Rica announced that its country had launched a proposal in the United Nations framework, the “Costa Rica Consensus,” wherein countries that voluntarily reduced military expenditure would receive financial assistance as loans and other types of cooperation from the more developed countries.
The delegation of the United States referred to the document forwarded by Nazir Kamal of the United Nations Department of Disarmament Affairs, REGMAA/doc.1/06, on participation by the UN Latin American and Caribbean Member States in the UN instrument for reporting military expenditures. 
TOPIC 2:  DEFENSE CAPABILITIES, LIMITATION OF MILITARY SPENDING, AND TRANPARENCY IN THE ACQUISITION OF ARMS 

Presentations:
· Siemon Wezeman, Arms Transfer Project, Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) 

Mr. Wezeman’s presentation was distributed as document REGMAA/INF.1/06.
· Marcela Donadio, Executive Director, Regional Strategic Security in 2000
Dr. Donadio’s presentation was distributed as document REGMAA/INF.5/06.
The delegations thanked the speakers for their presentations and referred to the obstacles their countries faced in fulfilling the requirements of the Convention on Transparency.
TOPIC 3:  DEFENSE SPENDING AND COOPERATIVE SECURITY
· Limitation of Military Spending and the Promotion of Greater Transparency in Conventional Arms Acquisition (Report presented by the Inter-American Defense Board)
Captain Daniel Hyndrizck, Inter-American Defense Board, gave a report on “Limitation of Military Spending and the Promotion of Greater Transparency in the Conventional Arms Acquisition,” contained in document REGMAA/doc.5/06.
Presentation:

· José María de la Torre, Alternate Observer, Mission of Spain to the OAS
Minister de la Torre made introductory remarks regarding the European experience of cooperation and defense, including NATO and the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE).  He also indicated that Spain would assume the rotating chairmanship 
of the OSCE as of January 1, 2007, and mentioned the need to renew contacts between the OSCE and the Committee on Hemispheric Security.
Dialogue of delegations
The delegation of Ecuador commented briefly on the report of the IADB with regard to a table it had utilized as a source of RESDAL information in which Ecuador appeared as the country with the highest military expenditure in Latin America.
The IADB took note and would make the corresponding modifications.

The delegation of Canada referred to the method of Chile and Argentina, with ECLAC collaboration, and to its country’s determination to work in the region on this topic, as the Minister of National Defence of Canada had announced at the last Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas.
The delegation of the United States made a series of recommendations, notable among them the need to move ahead bilaterally and subregionally in developing a method for standardized measurement of defense expenditure, and the exchange of white papers, in order to generate greater confidence and transparency among the countries of the region.
The delegation of Uruguay referred to the form OAS/OSCE cooperation would take.  Minister de la Torre indicated that, taking account of the OAS Charter and the OSCE treaties, the main cooperation activities between the two organizations would doubtlessly pertain to peace and security in the region, promotion of democratic freedom, human rights, good governance and, to a lesser extent, defense cooperation and control of terrorism, arms trafficking, and limitation or rationalization of defense expenditure.


The delegation of the Republic of Venezuela announced that the Venezuelan Armed Forces were making adjustments to comply with the reporting requirements of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Convention Weapons Acquisitions.

The delegation of Brazil underscored that transparency was important in mutual confidence-building and acknowledged that limitation of military expenditures was a challenge facing the region.
The delegation of Peru noted that, in addition to the method for standardized measurement of defense expenditures, the countries needed to share information and criteria on their respective defense capabilities in order to address common challenges.  It also indicated that a goal of cooperative security would enable each country to make efforts gradually to limit defense expenditures by maintaining a defense capability consistent with its legitimate requirements for both national security and cooperation in addressing common threats.  It also noted that the agreement on the topic of confidence- and security-building measures and cooperation in multinational organizations in the Americas, adopted by the VII Conference of Ministers of Defense of the Americas (Managua, October 1-5, 2006), recommended proposing the establishment of an inter-American register of defense expenditure, administered by the Organization of American States.  The intervention of the Peruvian expert, Rear Admiral 
Carlos Weston Zanelli, was published as document REGMAA/INF.6/06.

Lastly, Christopher Hernández, Director, OAS Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security, underscored that the Organization had pioneered the development of inter-American conventions such as CIFTA and the Convention against Corruption.  He noted that Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty (reciprocal assistance) was based on Article 3 of the Rio Treaty.  Accordingly, the inter-American system had contributed to the security of Europe, and he noted that he would avail himself of Spain’s chairmanship of the OSCE to continue this exchange.
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