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The Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the Organization of American States presents its compliments to the Chair of the OAS Permanent Council and has the honor to attach hereto the draft resolution on the “Establishment of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs and the Secretariat for External Relations,” for distribution to the member states and consideration at the thirty-fifth special session of the General Assembly.


The Permanent Mission of Ecuador to the Organization of American States avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Chair of the Permanent Council the assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., March 24, 2008
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Chair of the Permanent Council 

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

2535 15th. Street N.W., Washington, D.C. 20009   Telf.: (202) 234-1494/ (202) 234-1692   Fax:   (202) 234-3159

email.: oeawashington@mmrree.gov.ec

DRAFT RESOLUTION
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SECRETARIAT FOR LEGAL AFFAIRS AND
THE SECRETARIAT FOR EXTERNAL RELATIONS
(Presented by the delegation of Ecuador)
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
CONSIDERING:

That Article 109 of the OAS Charter states that: “The Secretary General shall direct the General Secretariat, be the legal representative thereof, and, notwithstanding the provisions of Article 91.b, be responsible to the General Assembly for the proper fulfillment of the obligations and functions of the General Secretariat”;
That, by virtue of Article 113 of the OAS Charter, “The Secretary General shall: (a) Establish such offices of the General Secretariat as are necessary to accomplish its purposes; and (b) Determine the number of officers and employees of the General Secretariat, appoint them, regulate their powers and duties, and fix their remuneration.  The Secretary General shall exercise this authority in accordance with such general standards and budgetary provisions as may be established by the General Assembly”;
That, according to Article 4 of the General Standards to Govern the Operations of the General Secretariat, “The General Secretariat shall be composed of the executive secretariats, secretariats at the assistant secretary level, departments, offices, and other technical or administrative dependencies already existing or that the Secretary General may establish in accordance with the provisions of Article 113 of the Charter.  The Secretary General must obtain the express approval of the General Assembly to establish new secretariats or other dependencies with similar attributes and of similar importance, or to abolish already existing ones”;  

That, under Article 12.d of the General Standards, “It is the responsibility of the Secretary General …. [t]o redistribute the functions of existing dependencies, incorporating some into others or dividing or subdividing them, whenever necessary for the greater efficiency of the services and better execution of the programs, provided that no increase in the expenditures budgeted for those services or programs is involved;

That on February 12, 2008, the Secretary General approved Executive Order No. 08-01, establishing the structure of the General Secretariat.;
That Executive Order No. 08-01 provides for the establishment of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs and the Secretariat for External Relations, subject to General Assembly approval;

That Executive Order No. 08-01 establishes that its provisions, which are subject to General Assembly approval, shall not take effect until they have been duly adopted; and
That Executive Order No. 08-01 changed today’s “subsecretarías” (in Spanish) to “secretarías” (which continue to be called “secretariats” in English),
RESOLVES:
1.
To adopt the establishment of the following dependencies in the General Secretariat:
a.
The Secretariat for Legal Affairs; and
b.
The Secretariat for External Affairs.
2.
To authorize the Secretary General to effect all the transfers of resources among the chapters of the Organization’s 2008 program-budget that are needed in order to implement the establishment of the two new secretariats in line with the structure of the General Secretariat contemplated in Executive Order No. 08-01, on the understanding that the transfers shall not entail [image: image3.wmf]an increase in total budgetary outlays.
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