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I. BACKGROUND

The Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) is the permanent mechanism for ministerial dialogue in the inter-American arena responsible for developing and following up on the lines of action established by the ministers of education in response to mandates from the Summits of the Americas and for translating the commitments undertaken at the Meetings of Ministers into concrete actions. (Formed in 2003, the CIE has held three Regular Meetings and IX Meetings of its Authorities and Executive Committee for this purpose.  Since 2005, it has been implementing a work plan based on the ministerial mandates.


The Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, from November 14 to 16, 2007, adopted the “Hemispheric Commitment to Early Childhood Education,” document (CIDI/RME/doc.10/07), which, inter alia, instructs the CIE, in its 2007-2009 Work Plan, to implement the ministerial mandates, paying special attention to the need to supplement efforts to move toward comprehensive care in early childhood. It requests the CIE to refer, for that purpose, to the document "Guidelines for Early Childhood Education Programming” (CIDI/RME/doc.7/07).


The Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education also elected the officers and Executive Committee of the CIE, as follows: Alternating Chair - Colombia (2007-2008), Ecuador (2008-2009); First Vice Chair – Trinidad and Tobago; Second Vice Chair – Brazil. The Executive Committee is divided by subregion: North American Subregion - Mexico, Canada (alternate); Andean Subregion – Venezuela, Bolivia (alternate); Southern Cone Subregion – Paraguay, Argentina (alternate); Central American Subregion – Costa Rica, Honduras (alternate); Caribbean Subregion – Jamaica, Haiti (alternate).


The eighth meeting of the officers and Executive Committee of the CIE was held on March 13 and 14, 2008, at OAS headquarters.  The main purpose was to review and approve the CIE’s work plan for the 2008-2009 term.  The representatives agreed, among other items detailed in the final report of the meeting (CIDI/CECIE/doc.7/08), to conduct an evaluation and preliminary approval of the four continuing project proposals financed in part by the Reserve Subfund of the CIE (CP/RES. 831). Accordingly, at the ninth meeting of the officers and Executive Committee of the CIE, held on May 13, 2008, the following project proposals were reviewed: 
· Teacher Training for Educators of the 21st Century: A Technology and Cooperation Approach toward Improving the Quality of Education in the Americas (presented by Trinidad and Tobago)

· Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices (presented by Colombia and the Technical Secretariat)

· Early Childhood Education (presented by Brazil, Chile, Colombia, and the Technical Secretariat) 

· Regional Educational Indicators Project (PRIE), Phase Three, 2008–2009 (presented by Mexico)


It was agreed that the proposals would be amended in response to comments received and would be submitted to the officers for authorization to begin their execution.

II.
OBJECTIVES

The main purpose of this meeting is to review the 2008-2009 work plan of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE), its achievements, challenges, and alliances, and its future plans for initiatives in teacher training, education for democratic citizenship, educational indicators, early childhood education, literacy and adult education. Also to be discussed are possible collaboration between the CIE and the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC), the education text that will be submitted to the Fifth Summit of the Americas, and the holding of the Sixth Meeting of Ministers of Education.

III.
PROCEDURE


Eight sessions will be held.  Sufficient time will be allotted for speakers and attendees to give presentations and hold discussions.

IV.
SESSIONS

1. Welcome remarks and goals of the meeting


During the inaugural session, the Minister of Education of Ecuador and the Executive Secretary for Integral Development will welcome the participants. 

2. Consideration and approval of the documents for the meeting 
The Draft Agenda, Draft Annotated Agenda and the Draft Work Schedule will be submitted for consideration. 

3. Change of Chair of the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE)


During this session, the Chair of the CIE, Colombia, will inform on the activities carried out during the 2007-2008 period.  The change of Chair of the CIE will take place, at which time Colombia will hand over the chair to Ecuador. 

4. Review of the 2008-2009 Work Plan of the Inter-American Committee on Education: achievements, challenges, alliances, and future plans for Existing Initiatives

A report will be presented on the activities of the CIE, including the meetings of the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE and the projects and programs carried out by the Technical Secretariat in support of the CIE, the countries who have been leading and coordinating the various initiatives will report on the achievements, challenges, alliances, and future plans for each of the following projects:

· Teacher Preparation for the 21st Century: Using Technology and Collaboration to Improve the Quality of Education in the Americas (presented by Trinidad and Tobago)

· Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices (presented by the Technical Secretariat with additional input from Barbados, Brazil, Guatemala, Colombia)

· Early Childhood Education (presented by Brazil, Chile, Colombia, and the Technical Secretariat)

· Regional Educational Indicators Project (PRIE), Phase Three 2008–2009 (presented by Mexico)

· Literacy and Adult Education (presented by the Technical Secretariat)
5. Education in the context of the Fifth Summit of the Americas to be held in Trinidad and Tobago
This session will begin with a presentation by the OAS Summits Secretariat on links between the sectoral processes of CIDI and the Summits of the Americas. Presenters will also report on the preparatory work for the Fifth Summit of the Americas, to be held in April 2009 in Trinidad and Tobago.  The central theme of the Fifth Summit will be “Securing Our Citizens’ Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability.” Participants will identify possible channels of input on the priority education topics specified by the Meeting of Ministers of Education and the Inter-American Committee on Education, encompassed by the theme of the Summit.

6. Consideration of joint activities with the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC)
The Thirteenth regular meeting of CIDI, held on May 14 and 15, 2008, and attended by officers of the OAS inter-American committees, was intended for the exchange of information on activities under way in the various sectors and for exploring areas of collaboration. Because the CIE officers were in Washington, D.C., they were invited to attend the planning meeting of the authorities of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) that was held on May 15 and 16, 2008, and the possibility of their working on joint activities was discussed. At this session, the Technical Secretariat will present outlines of some potential joint endeavors between the two areas and participants will discuss the possibility of implementing such joint efforts.
7. Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education 2009: place, topic, preparatory process, date

Following the offer of the Government of Ecuador during the 145 Regular Meeting of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) held on September 4, 2008, to host the Sixth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education in 2009,  a dialogue will be held on the priority topics, preparation process, and possible date. 
8. Report on the pedagogical conference on Early Childhood Education


A brief report will be given to the CIE participants on the outcomes of the sessions on Early Childhood Education organized concurrently in Quito by the Ministry of Education of Ecuador on October 13-15.
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