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Purpose: 

This report seeks to inform member states on progress in the execution of the Inter- American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices and the use of resources approved by the Authorities and Executive Committee to support activities of the Program in 2007-2009.  For information on Program activities in 2005-2006 see CIDI/CIE/INF. 4/06 or www.educadem.oas.org 

Background: 


The Inter-American Democratic Charter of the Organization of American States emphasizes the important role played by education in developing and sustaining a culture of democracy in the countries of the Americas. In August 2005, the Ministers of Education of the hemisphere committed themselves to adopting a hemisphere-wide program of education for democratic values and practices -- the culmination of a broad range of activities undertaken within the framework of the OAS to strengthen democracy through education.  The Program would have three mutually reinforcing components:
/
· Research component

· Professional development and educational resource component

· Information exchange component.


Ministers asked the Inter-American Education Committee (CIE) to facilitate the development of a detailed and feasible work plan, benchmarks for progress, a proposed budget and sources of financing for the program’s first phase.


Ministers further specified, in their Declaration of Scarborough and Commitments to Action, that these items should be developed by “a working group of interested member countries led by Colombia, with assistance from the Department of Education and Culture (DEC) of the OAS in collaboration with the Department for State Modernization and Governance, and with guidance from an Advisory Group composed of citizenship education officials from member states, academic and civil society experts, and other appropriate, interested partners. The work plan, including specific initial activities and proposed sources of financing, should be presented to the CIE executive committee and authorities.  The Ministers also requested that the CIE report on progress in implementing the Program at the V Meeting of Ministers of Education in 2007.


In response to this mandate, the Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE at their V meeting in November 2005 approved US$57,100.00 in order to support some activities of the first phase of the Inter-American Program.
/ This phase included the formation of a coordinating group of ministry representatives, the first meeting of the Advisory Board of the Inter-American Program held April 17-19, 2006 in Bogotá, Colombia, the development of a Web Portal for the Program launched in June 2006,  the organization of an International Seminar on Best Practices in Citizenship Education held July 2006 in Mexico City, and a mapping of current policies and programs in the hemisphere in education for democratic citizenship presented at the V Education Ministerial in Cartagena, Colombia in November 2007.
/ In February of 2007, CIE Authorities and the Executive Committee approved US$168,000.00 in seed funding to support Program activities in 2007 and 2008. At the IX Meeting of Authorities and Executive Committee of the CIE, held at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C. on May 13, 2008, an additional US$165,000.00 was approved to support activities through 2009.  Since the launching of the Program in 2005, US$671,000.00 in counterpart funding has been secured from other donors leveraging the CIE funds for activities in all three components of the Program. 

The following report describes progress on activities programmed for 2007-2009. 
Research Component:

1. Inter-American Journal of Education for Democracy  (2007-2009) 

2. Analytical Report on Survey of Member State Policies in Citizenship Education, 2007 

3. Literature Review on Evaluation of National Policy and Programs in Education for  Democratic Citizenship and related areas in the Americas, 2008
Professional Development Component:

4. Hemispheric Course for Teachers: The Inter-American Democratic Charter and the Teaching of Democratic Values and Practices, Pilot in Peru  2006 and adaptation Guatemala and Colombia 2008 and 2009.
5. Education for Democratic Citizenship in the Caribbean: An On-Line Course for Educators (2007-2009)

6. Hemispheric Course on Evaluation of Policies and Programs in education for democratic citizenship (September-December 2008)

7. Young Scholar Program 

Information Exchange Component:

8.
Inter-American Program Web Portal, on-line bulletins, and policy briefs (on-going)

9.
Inter-American Encounter on Conflict Resolution Education (March 2007 and March 2008)

10.
Seminar on the topic of the Role of Arts and Communications Media to promote a democratic culture (2009)

11.
II and III Meeting of the Advisory Board (2008, 2010)

Description of activities:

Research Component 

Activity 1.  Inter-American Journal on Education for Democracy
Description:


The Inter-American Journal of Education for Democracy is an online, peer-reviewed journal that aims to foster intellectual discussion and exchange ideas to promote education for democratic citizenship across the Americas.  It is hosted by Indiana University (USA), in partnership with the Catholic University of Chile and the University of Toronto, Canada. The Journal has received generous support for the first four issues from the Government of Colombia, the Center for Civic Education, and the Inter-American Committee on Education. An editorial board composed of distinguished researchers in the field of education for democratic citizenship was established. Selection criteria were developed to ensure a balance on the Editorial Board in terms of gender, culture, political orientation, and geography.


Since its launching in November 2007 two high-quality editions of the journal have been published and a third edition is scheduled to be published by the end of 2008.. In 2009 two special editions will focus on the topics of education, citizenship, and interculturalism and on the role of arts and communications media in promoting democratic values and practices. Researchers from all member states and from outside the Americas, may submit articles at any time of the year for future editions. The Journal is published at: http://www.ried-ijed.org/.  The CIE has funded the Journal through 2009. The Program is currently seeking funds for 2010.

· Estimated date of execution: January 2007  to November 2009

· Total estimated costs of activity per object of expenditure (in US $):
Per year: $45,000  

· 10,000 Journal administration and coordination

· 10,000
Editorial costs  

· 10,000
Journal design / Programming / Web page

· 10,000 
Translation 

·   5,000
Dissemination, communications, misc.  

Activity 2:  Analytical Report on Survey of Member State Policies in Citizenship Education 

Description: 


The Inter-American Program recently presented an analytical report based on a policy survey that was conducted in 2006 and 2007.  The purpose of the report is to document current national policies in education for democratic citizenship, and related areas, throughout the Hemisphere, and to identify common challenges and priority needs which the Inter-American Program could help address. The report was presented at the V Ministers of Education Meeting in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, November 14 - 16, 2007.  Further information is available at: http://www.educadem.oas.org/english/cpo_politicas.asp
· Estimated date of execution: April 2006 to November 2007

· Total estimated costs of activity per object of expenditure (in US $): 7,500

· 7,500 (CIE/OAS (Res.831) for consulting fees

Activity 3. Literature Review on Evaluation of National Policy and Programs in Education for Democratic Citizenship and related areas in the Americas and the Caribbean, 2008
Description:


The Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices is commissioning a literature review of approaches to evaluation in education for citizenship education policies and programs in the region. This literature review will serve as a base for the development of an online course on evaluation of policies and programs currently being piloted (see activity 6. The literature review will be published in early 2009.  


Estimated date of execution: December 2007 to December 2008

· Total estimated costs of activity per object of expenditure (in US $):  20,000

· 20,000 (Special contribution from Government of Colombia) 

Professional Development Component:
Activity 4:  A Hemispheric Course for Teachers: The Inter-American Democratic Charter and the Teaching of Democratic Values and Practices, Pilot in Peru

Description:


A pilot project to train 750 teachers rooted in the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, was implemented in Peru in 2006, supported by a grant from the U.S. Mission to the OAS and with partners including the Ministry of Education of Peru, Ministers of Education Argentina, Fe y 

Alegria of Peru, and the National Distance Education University of Spain (UNED).  The project seeks to implement a distance education course, for primary and secondary teachers, to provide them with the basic pedagogic tools for teaching democratic values and practices in their classrooms. 


The lessons learned from the course have been compiled in a document that has been presented in various political and technical fora in order to inform policy debates in the hemisphere on teaching democratic citizenship. In addition, a short promotional video with testimonies from participating teachers and students has been produced and will be presented to Member States and potential donors in the future. This video is available for free download at: www.educadem.oas.org

Finally, a proposal was submitted to FEMCIDI for funding in 2008, 2009, 2010 to expand and consolidate the course in Peru and to replicate the course in Guatemala and Colombia. Future versions of the course would be available to all OAS member states, pending availability of funds. For more detailed information on the course see www.educadem.oas.org 

· Estimated date of execution: Pilot Phase January 2005-December 2006

Activity 5:  Education for Democratic Citizenship in the Caribbean: An On-Line Course for Educators
Description: 


The Department of Education and Culture is currently developing a distance course for teachers for the English-speaking Caribbean. The project aims at strengthening the capacity of classroom teachers to promote democratic values and practices in their classrooms and informing the development of regional and national policy-frameworks focused on teacher professional development in education for democratic citizenship and related areas.

The course is spearheaded by the Organization of American States (OAS) in partnership with UWI Open Campus and the Ministries of Education of six pilot territories, and funded by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). The course will be piloted and evaluated during the course of 2009. 
· Estimated date of execution: 2007-2009  

Activity 6.  Hemispheric Course on Evaluation of policies and programs in education for democratic citizenship (September –December 2008)
Description: 


With the help of the Government of Colombia, the Inter-American Committee on Education, and the Department of Human Development of the OAS, the Program has developed a pilot of a hemispheric course on evaluation of citizenship education policies and programs. The main objective of the course is to build regional capacity for the evaluation of policies and programs in education for democratic citizenship (EDC) and related areas. It also seeks to foster the formation of collaborative networks between participants of the OAS member countries that contribute to making evaluation plans more efficacious and sustainable. The first pilot of the course is scheduled to take place from September to December of 2008. The course consists of both an online and a three-day onsite component to take place in Antigua, Guatemala where participants will share their final projects and develop national action plans for improving evaluation in each of their respective institutions.  The course will be offered again 2009 to all member states.  

Estimated date of execution:  August, 2008

Total cost of activity per object of expenditure (in US $): $64,000

· $30,000 OAS Contribution (Res.831).
· $34,000 (OAS Professional Development Scholarships) 

Activity 7:  Young Scholar Program

Description:


In an effort to incorporate youth within the planning and implementation of the Inter-American Program, the OAS has developed the Young Scholar Program.  The objective is to provide an opportunity for youth from the Americas, and other regions, to work actively in the Inter-American Program's activities, as part of their college coursework or as an independent initiative. This work may include research, meeting participation, translations, planning and participation in Program events within and outside the United States, among others. The program has selected and worked with eight young scholars from around the region on various projects related to the Inter-American Program. 


For more information on this initiative see www.educadem.oas.org or write education@oas.org 

· Estimated date of execution: June 2007 - June 2010

· Total estimated costs of activity per object of expenditure (in US $):  75,000 per year (includes coordination, website, and grant money for research projects)

Information Exchange Component:
Activity 8:  Inter-American Program Web Portal, On-line Bulletins, and Policy Briefs

Description:  


In the Information Exchange Component, Advisory Board members recommended that OAS develop mechanisms to facilitate networking and sharing of products, resources, research summaries, information on policies, professional development and emerging issues. In addition, the Advisory Board recommended that the Program disseminate information to policy makers, education leaders and stakeholders. In line with these recommendations, the OAS has developed the following products:

Web Portal:


The OAS launched the Program’s web portal at www.educadem.oas.org in June 2006. This site is becoming a one-stop source of information on efforts to promote the development of a democratic culture through education, and for dialogue among diverse actors in this field.  One of the main features of the website is its interactive features that include on-line forums, on-line distance education courses in education for democracy, and research databases. 

On-line Bulletins:


The OAS has developed on-line bulletins in order to facilitate the exchange of information around key priority areas. The bulletins are published three times a year. Since the middle of 2006 the Program has published four bulletins. The first focused broadly on the Inter-American Program, the second edition focused on the topic of youth participation, the third bulletin focused on education for conflict resolution and the fourth focused on human rights education. The upcoming fifth edition will focus on Policies and Programs in Education for Citizenship. To consult previous bulletins and for more information see http://www.educadem.oas.org/english/cpo_boletin.asp 

Policy Briefs:


The OAS and its partners will develop a series policy-brief series with the objective of offering key research findings and policy options in citizenship education in a language and style that is useful for policy-makers. The key issues presented will attend to regional priorities which may have been identified by the Program’s Advisory Board. The first policy-brief will focus on the topic of democratic citizenship formation in early childhood education programs, in line with the topic of the V Ministers of Education Meeting in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, held on November 14 -16, 2007.  

· Estimated date of execution: December 2008

· Total estimated costs of activity per object of expenditure (in US $):
Per year: 
$30,000 CIE/OAS contribution (Res.831).  
· 5,000
Development of Contents of Web Portal  

· 5,000 
Programming and Maintenance of Web Portal 

· 7,500
Development of Contents of 3 On-line Bulletins

· 2,500
Programming of 3 On-line Bulletins

· 7,500 
Development of Contents for 3 Policy Briefs 

· 2,500 
Design, Programming, and Dissemination Policy Briefs

Activity 9.  Inter-American Encounter on Conflict Resolution Education: International Innovations and Challenges, Cleveland, Ohio, March  2007 and 2008.

Description:  


The first and second Inter-American Encounters on Peace and Conflict Resolution Education were carried out in Cleveland, Ohio, USA, in March 2007 and 2008. The general conference portion of both events offered an opportunity for college students, college faculty, university scholars, K-12 educators, public health officials, prevention specialists, and policy makers in the Americas to discuss current work in conflict resolution education. Participants shared examples of best practices within their states and nations, implementation models, and evaluation results with attendees. For an overview of the workshops and speakers, please see at: http://www.educadem.oas.org/english/cpo_eventos.asp
· Estimated date of execution: March 14 – 17, 2007 and March 28-31, 2008  
OAS partially funded and supported the first meeting and participated actively in the development of the second. 

Total cost of the activity per object of expenditure (in US $):  105,000

· Total contribution of the CIE (Res.831) for First Encounter: $15,000 

· Counterpart funding:

· $80,000 Global Issues Resource Center and Alliance of Partners. 

· $10,000 UNDP 

· $15,000 CIE 

Activity 10.  The role of the arts and communications media in promoting democratic values and practices among children and youth: Implications for research, policy and practice

(Brazil, 2009) 

The Organization of American States, the Ministries of Culture and Education of Brazil, and Sesame Street Workshop are developing a proposal to organize a series of activities around the topic of the role of arts and communications media in promoting democratic values and practices among children and youth in2009.
The objectives of the project are:
· To bring attention to the power of the arts and communication media to influence values, attitudes and social behavior.
· To promote research on the influence of arts and communications media on democratic values and practices of children and youth
· To explore the policy implications of the influence of arts and communications media on democratic values and practices of children and youth.
· To highlight and share programs and initiatives throughout the hemisphere which successfully use the arts and communications media to promote democratic values and practices among children and youth.
· To open up lines of communication and interaction between the government, civil society and the private sector. 
The project will be organized around on the following activities (pending securing adequate funding): 

1)
The organization of an international workshop with policymakers, experts, and practitioners in the field.

2)
Publication of a Special Edition of the Inter-American Journal on Education for Democracy on the topic.

3)
Publication of a compendium of promising programs and practices of the public sector, civil society organizations, and the private sector 

4)
Development of a dynamic multimedia web portal that can help facilitate communication between participants, share resources, and publish the conference documents, presentations, and videos. 

These activities will focus on implications for research, policy, and practice.  

The project could include participation from Ministers of Education and Culture from the member states of the OAS; NGOs working in the field of arts and media in citizenship education; International organizations working in this field; Academic experts in this field and in related ones;Artists/teachers / and deans of art and media schools and colleges; Youth artists/students; and representatives of the media (radio, TV, newspapers, internet, etc.)


The Inter-American Committee on Education has provided seed funding for the international workshop component of the project. The Program is actively seeking funding for the other related activities.


Governments (Ministries of Education and Culture), NGOs, international organizations, media representatives, artists (music, dance, theatre, visual arts, and technology), universities, and experts in the field. The OAS is currently seeking donors and partners for this initiative. 


Estimated date of execution:  Summer 2008

Total cost of activity per object of expenditure (in US $): $60,000 workshop (CIE), Other activities have been estimated to cost an additional $75,000-$100,000 

Activity 11:  Advisory Board Meeting 2008 and 2010

Description:


In the Commitments to Action from Scarborough, ministers asked the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) to launch the Inter-American Program by facilitating the development of a detailed work plan, benchmarks, and proposals for funding the first stage of the Program. In addition, Ministers asked that these components be developed by a coordinating group of interested member countries with guidance from an Advisory Board that should include officials from member states, educational institution personnel, and experts from civil society and or groups working in the field.  In order to support this process  technical secretariat of  CIE facilitated  identification and selection of Advisory Board members from throughout  member states and organized their first meeting in Bogotá, Colombia on April 19-21, 2006 with financial support from the Ministry of Education of Colombia, Inter-American Committee on Education, and  Center for Civic Education.  

The main purpose of the meeting was to produce concrete recommendations and suggestions to be used in the design of a work plan of the Inter-American Program.


The Advisory Board will continue to play an important role in the development and monitoring of the Program by helping to identify gaps in knowledge and resources in each of the three areas of the Program. In addition to identifying the gaps the Advisory Board will play a key role in the identification of key partners and resources that can support the Program’s activities and in developing indicators to monitor and evaluate the Program’s impact in the mid and long-term. The Second Meeting of Advisory Board will take place on December 4-5, 2008 in Antigua, Guatemala. 

Estimated date of execution:  April 2008 and April 2010 

Total cost of activity per object of expenditure (in US $): $70,000

Per Meeting (every two years):  $35,000 from the CIE/OAS (Res.831).
· Travel: 15,000 

· Doc. 3,000

· Equip: 2,000

· Contracts: 10,000

· Other: 5,000 (Interpretation: 5,000 and misc. 1,000)
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	�.	Details on the Program’s objectives and components in CIDI/RME/RES.12 (IV-O/05)


�.		See Final Report and Agreements from the V Meeting of the Authorities on the CIE homepage at � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/udse/espanol/cpo_cie.html" ��http://www.oas.org/udse/espanol/cpo_cie.html�


�.	See Progress Report of Activities in 2005-2006 CIDI/CECIE/INF. 2/07








