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Sesame Street Workshop 
Rationale: 


Within the context of globalization the forces that shape the political culture of citizens have diversified.  Over the past thirty years the dominant roles of the state, church, and schools as the principal agents of political socialization have been joined by a whole new set of forces that include marketing, information technology, and communications media.  Globalization has led to increased flows of information and social interaction across regions and countries; and it has had a profound impact on democratic institutions and culture.   


Despite these changes many governments and international organizations still view public schooling as one of the most effective routes for promoting democratic citizenship. In the past, schooling was used to promote a citizenry that identified and supported the state, its officially sanctioned symbols, myths, heroes, authorities, and interests. In this context, “civic education” was often seen as a state-sponsored “ideological” project that aimed to shape a culture of patriotism and identification with the officially sanctioned state portrayal of political and social reality.     


Recent changes in political, social, and economic contexts brought on by globalization have spurred education reforms in many countries in Latin America and the Caribbean.  At the secondary education level many of these reforms that deal with preparing students for the changing requirements of the workplace and for preparing students to become active citizens engaged in their communities, nation, and world.  Over the past decade the curricular and pedagogical content of reforms aimed at fostering citizenship indicate a shift from “traditional” civic education towards “democratic citizenship education” (Cox et. al, 2005).   This shift involves a move from civic education delivered as a separate subject in the curriculum with an emphasis on the acquisition of civic knowledge to a more dynamic conceptualization of citizenship education that incorporates cognitive, behavioral, and emotional aspects into citizenship learning.  That is, not only what students know, but what they can do and what they feel and believe.  This shift implies paying attention to more than just the curricular or pedagogic dimensions of school reforms but also to other dimensions such as school governance, the cultural ethos of schools and communities, the effects of peers and family, and the effects of communications media on students’ views of democracy among others.

In this context the question is not whether public schools can and should play a role in promoting certain political values but whether schools want to join the broader chorus of actors that already actively compete to shape young peoples political beliefs and practices. 


Two powerful agents that have the potential to shape young people’s views, attitudes, values and knowledge as they relate to democracy include communications media (television, film, radio, and internet) and the arts (understood broadly to include the performing and fine arts, both traditional and new forms of expression).  

Project Objectives and Description:

1. To bring attention to the power of the arts and communication media to influence values, attitudes and social behavior.

2. To promote research on the influence of arts and communications media on democratic values and practices of children and youth

3. To explore the policy implications of the influence of arts and communications media on democratic values and practices of children and youth.  

4. To highlight and share programs and initiatives throughout the hemisphere which successfully use the arts and communications media to promote democratic values and practices among children and youth.     

5. To open up lines of communication and interaction between the government, civil society and the private sector. 


The project will be organized around on the following activities (pending securing adequate funding): 
1. The organization of an international workshop with policymakers, experts, and practitioners in the field.

2. Publication of a Special Edition of the Inter-American Journal on Education for Democracy on the topic.
3. Publication of a compendium of promising programs and practices of the public sector, civil society organizations, and the private sector 

4. Development of a dynamic multimedia web portal that can help facilitate communication between participants, share resources, and publish the conference documents, presentations, and videos. 


These activities will focus on implications for research, policy, and practice and will be centered on the following questions: 
Research:
1. What does research say about the connections between communications media and democratic values and practices?
2. What does research say about the role and use of threats to promote democratic values and practices in both formal and non-formal education spaces?

3. Where is there a gap in research? 

Policy:
1. What are the policy implications as they relate to the influence of communications media on democratic citizenship and institutions, especially in the context of education for democratic citizenship?
2. What are the policy implications for incorporating the arts into educational programs? 

Practice: 

· What initial lessons learned can we derive from the implementation of successful policies and programs that involve the arts and/or communications media in developing values of democratic citizenship by governments, civil society, and the private sector?  

Possible Participants:

· Ministers of Education and Culture from the member states of the OAS. 

· NGOs working in the field of arts and media in citizenship education. 

· International organizations working in this field. 

· Academic experts in this field and in related ones. 

· Artists/teachers / and deans of art and media schools and colleges

· Youth artists/students

· Representatives of the media (radio, TV, newspapers, internet, etc.)

Expected Outcomes:
· Special Edition of the Inter-American Journal on Education for Democracy on the topic of the Role of Arts and Communications Media to promote democratic values and practices.

· Press releases and other significant media coverage throughout the hemisphere to call attention to the power of the arts and media to influence values, attitudes and social behavior. 

· A portfolio of promising programs and initiatives in the Americas that aims to use arts and communications media to educate for democratic citizenship.    

· Artistic production which communicates the main findings of research on the power of arts and communications media to influence democratic values and practices. 

· Increased lines of communication between government, civil society and the private sector on this topic. 

Workshop Format Ideas:
· Small workshops about specific topics or issues. 

· Informal spaces for dialogue between sectors and countries. 

· Break out of the traditional conference format to allow more dynamic experience and exchange. For example: 

· Include artistic performances by different groups (children, youth, adults, minorities, ex-gang members, etc.), throughout the conference. Cultural performances from all four sub-regions in the hemisphere (Caribbean, Central America North America, and South America). As well as being entertaining and showing participants the potential that art holds, these performances would demonstrate how powerful the arts can be in fostering a sense of pride in one’s cultural heritage.

· Promote youth and other groups to develop parallel initiatives on this same topic in their home cities and countries. 


Possibly set-up online mechanisms of communication, such as virtual forums, so the dialogue can be maintained. 
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIDI02344E01�








