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I. BACKGROUND
The Third Summit of the Americas, which took place in Quebec City, Canada in 2001, called for the creation of a common space for the countries to establish priorities and hemispheric plans of action within the field of culture.  The First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities took place in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, in July of 2002 in response to this mandate and, as a result of this ministerial meeting, the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) was created in 2003.  The Second Ministerial Meeting was held in Mexico City in August of 2004.  Dialogue is focused on the impact of culture in social development and economic integration in the Americas.

The Third Ministerial Meeting took place in Montreal, Canada in November of 2006.  A list of five priority topics was identified and approved in light of mandates from the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Mar del Plata, 2005), in which the Heads of State and Government underlined the linkage between development and culture, and agreed that culture “in its multiple dimensions contributes, among other things, to the preservation and protection of historical heritage, to the enhancement of the dignity and identity of our peoples, to the creation of decent work and the overcoming of poverty.”  The List of Priority Activities in Culture approved by the Ministers is:
· Preservation and protection of cultural heritage 

· Culture and the creation of decent work and the fight against poverty

· Culture and the enhancement of dignity and identity 

· Culture and the role of indigenous peoples

· Cultural information systems (cross-sectional priority) 

Preparatory Session: A Preparatory Meeting for this Fourth Ministerial Meeting of Culture was held in Toronto, Canada, on September 18-19, 2008.  During this meeting the delegations reached agreements on: (i) the election of the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Meeting; (ii) the constitution of the Style Committee; and (iii) the deadline for the presentation of new resolutions and duration of the Meeting.  They also made comments to the Agenda, Annotated Agenda, Work Schedule of the Meeting and the Priority Activities for 2009-2010 for inclusion in the CIC Work Plan, and reviewed of the Draft version Communiqué, and the draft text to be presented for consideration of the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) for inclusion in the Draft Declaration of Commitment of the Fifth Summit of Americas.
II. OBJECTIVES
OAS Member States have acknowledged the fundamental role of culture in the economic, social and human development of the region. Nevertheless, the role of culture in development processes is not understood in all sectors of society, or within many governmental institutions. This is why raising awareness on the importance of culture’s contribution to economic growth, social inclusion and sustainable development is necessary to further strengthen its contribution through concrete initiatives and activities oriented at fostering the development of sound public policies and strategies, and strengthening human and institutional capacities in the field of culture within OAS Member States.  Furthermore, Member States have adopted different approaches to developing and implementing culture policies, which will be discussed by Ministers in Barbados in an effort to identify policies, programs and practices that have proved effective in their particular contexts.
This meeting aims to promote dialogue among the Ministers of Culture on the theme “The Economy of Culture in the Americas: A Path to Sustainable Growth and Social Inclusion”.  Each Plenary Session will address a topic related to the main theme.  The focus will be on practical application of policies to stimulate economic, social and human development through culture, including a presentation of a prominent Caribbean performer-entertainer that will address the Ministers to give some insight into the process of gaining international recognition.
Ministers will also:

a. Discuss and set their priorities for the 2009-2010 biennium and suggest-offer to host activities to advance the culture agenda in the Hemisphere.  All these will provide guidelines and be part to draft the Work Plan of the Inter-American Committee of Culture (CIC) for the next two years; 
b. Provide input for the preparatory process of the V Summit of the Americas, scheduled for 2009 in Trinidad and Tobago;
c. Discuss and adopt a Ministerial Communiqué on the role and impact of culture in development.
III. METHODOLOGY
During the Plenary Sessions, Ministers will have ample time allocated for consideration of the proposed substantive issues and for dialogue on the proposed topics. Ministers will have an opportunity to share emblematic cases with their peers, and in some others, brief general presentations by experts will be offered to promote dialogue.

Each Plenary Session will be moderated by a Minister or other appropriate culture authority from a member state.  The moderator will help focus the dialogue and move it forward, and ensure that the time allocated for each intervention is respected.

IV. PLENARY SESSIONS
1.
From Montreal to Barbados
The results of the work undertaken by the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) since the last Ministerial Meeting in November 2006 will be provided through reports by the Chair of the CIC and the Director of the Department of Education and Culture of the OAS, in its capacity as the CIC Technical Secretariat.  
The reports will provide a detailed overview of the different activities undertaken with a view to promoting dialogue and strengthening professional and institutional capacities in the field of culture, in compliance with the ministerial mandates received through the List of Priority Activities in Culture approved for the biennium 2007-2008.  Ministers will have the opportunity to comment on the activities and consider next steps, as appropriate.

2.
Effective Public Policies to Develop and Sustain a Vibrant Cultural Sector 

This Session is aimed at expanding knowledge and promoting dialogue on effective policies, guidelines, mechanisms and indicators for developing a vibrant and sustainable cultural sector in OAS Member States.  The dialogue will be focused on new understanding and appreciation for the “value” of culture.  The objective is to assist Member States in framing their policies in such a way that they successfully contribute to the development and sustainability of the region’s cultural, economic and social development.
This Session will be divided into three parts: a) two brief presentations on effective public policies in this field by experts, ideally one from the Caribbean and one from Latin America, b) presentation of emblematic cases by two Ministers of Culture, and c) dialogue by the Ministers.
3.
Partnerships and Alliances in the Economy of Culture: the roles of public, private, and international partners

This session will highlight innovative ways to encourage cooperation among the government, private and non-profit sectors, and international agencies, to promote synergies and to encourage dialogue on and support for joint actions.  Its ultimate goal is to examine the role of key stakeholders/actors in creating greater impact in the development of cultural industries, and the promotion of the economy of culture.  After a brief presentation by an international organization that has made a recent important study in the field, two Ministers will be asked to present emblematic cases.  Ministerial dialogue will follow.
4.
Engaging Youth Participation in the Economy of Culture
The arts and culture can play a significant role in initiatives for young people designed to strengthen their sense of identity and social participation; stimulate the development of pro-social attitudes and values; and develop creativity, innovation, and specific employment-relevant skills.  This session enables Ministers to present, learn and discuss successful initiatives to engage youth through culture.

The government of Canada organized the event “Ignite the Americas: Youth Arts Policy Forum” in Toronto, Canada, September 15-21, 2008 to bring together young delegates from the OAS Member States to exchange experiences and work with industry and policy experts, with a view to developing tools, building permanent networks, and proposing policy recommendations for promoting the use of arts and cultural expressions as catalysts for youth participation in economic activity and for building more inclusive democracies.  A young representative of “Ignite the Americas; Youth Arts Policy Forum” will be invited to make a short presentation on the outcomes of the event. 
Two panels are proposed for this session, moderated by a Minister or other appropriate authority from a member state. Panel one would examine “The role of culture in shaping identity, fostering cohesion, and preventing exclusion” and would begin with brief presentations by two representatives of civil society who work with youth arts organizations.  Panel two would begin with two Ministers who would discuss the topic “Practical ways of preparing young people to participate in the economy of culture”.  All Ministers will be invited to comment.
5.
Recommendations to the Heads of State and Government on the role of culture in the V Summit of the Americas
Following a presentation of the state of planning for the V Summit of the Americas, Ministers will have an opportunity to discuss their recommendations to the Heads of State and Government to ensure that the role of culture in economic, social and human development is appropriately addressed in the deliberations and document of the V Summit of the Americas.
6.
Priority Activities for the 2009-2010 biennium
Ministers will discuss their priorities for the 2009-2010 biennium which will provide guidelines to draft the Work Plan of the Inter-American Committee of Culture (CIC).  Ministers will also have the opportunity to offer or suggest activities that could be incorporated in this Work Plan.
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