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INTRODUCTION
The Department of Education and Culture (DEC), in its capacity as Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC), is pleased to present the following report reviewing progress made with respect to the List of Priority Activities approved at the Ministerial Meeting in Montreal, Canada, in November 2006 and the initiatives adopted at the Third Meeting of the CIC, held in Washington, D.C., on October 2-3, 2007.

BACKGROUND
Although culture and the promotion of cultural diversity have been a constant in the Organization of American States since its inception, the role of culture during the last decade has been reframed to put emphasis on cultural diversity and development.  This re-conceptualization of culture within the OAS was given impetus by the Summit of the Americas process that begun in Miami in 1994 and the Protocol of Managua which in 1997 reformed the OAS Charter and redefined the Organization’s mission in the field of Inter-American cooperation for development by creating the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI). 

Building on this process, three Ministerial meetings on culture have taken place: Cartagena, Colombia, 2002; Mexico City, Mexico, 2004; and Montreal, Canada, 2006. A Plan of Action was adopted at the meeting held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, July 12-13, 2002, which called for the establishment "within the framework and the Statutes of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, of an Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC), made up of representatives designated by the member states, to enable and facilitate exchange on issues of cultural policy and diversity."

The first meeting of the CIC took place in Mexico City, Mexico, on September 4-5, 2003.

The Second Meeting of the CIC, which took place in 2005, delegated to its Authorities the responsibility of drawing up a Work Plan, which was approved by the full CIC during a Special Meeting held in Washington, D.C. March 28, 2006.

The Third Meeting of the CIC, held in Washington, D.C. on October 2 and 3, 2007 reviewed progress with the Work Plan in respect of the priority lines of action approved at the Third Ministerial Meeting in 2006:

· Preservation and protection of cultural heritage;

· Cultural identity, diversity, and dignity;

· Culture, the creation of decent work, and the fight against poverty; 

· Culture and the role of indigenous peoples;

· Cultural information systems (cross-cutting priority)

These activities are designed to consolidate the institutional capacities of the member states in the area of culture; promote research and analysis of information in the culture sector; strengthen dialogue and horizontal cooperation at the regional and hemispheric level; enhance the sense of the impact that art and culture have on national economies and social wellbeing; and promote the work and profile of the CIC.
Activities Undertaken by the Technical Secretariat since the Third Ministerial Meeting

The Technical Secretariat has supported the CIC in a series of activities aimed at executing the CIC Work Plan and the List of Priority Activities in Culture. Some of these activities have been carried out, in part, with the help of the remaining funds in the so-called “Reserve Subfund” for Culture (CP/Res. 831). The Technical Secretariat worked very closely with the Chair of the CIC and the Authorities in organizing and holding the Third Regular Meeting of the CIC on October 2 and 3, 2007 and its planning meetings of January 18 and 19, 2007; June 26, 2007; January 28 and 29, 2008;  and May 15 and 16, 2008. Authorization to use seed funds from the Subfund in Culture
 to undertake these activities was granted by the CIC Authorities in their planning meetings of March 28, 2006; August 17 and 18, 2006; January 18 and 19, 2007; June 26, 2007; January 28 and 29, 2008; May 15 and 16, 2008; and September 17, 2008.

The Technical Secretariat has also played a very active part in planning and coordinating the activities and documents for the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, to be held in Bridgetown, Barbados, on November 20 and 21, 2008.


The following section is a detailed progress report on the CIC Work Plan.

1. Preservation and Protection of Cultural Heritage
This priority is intended to support regional efforts to preserve and protect cultural and historical heritage for future generations, and to facilitate discussion of strategies and successful experiences in the prevention of looting and illicit trafficking and in the recovery of stolen cultural goods.

The project proposal was presented by the United States to promote an exchange of ideas, experiences, and information on successes and opportunities in protecting cultural heritage, including preventing trafficking in cultural objects, looting of cultural sites, and promoting educational efforts, while providing a structure for ongoing engagement on these topics among the countries of the Hemisphere.  The proposal included holding sub-regional workshops for Central America and South America.  The Special Meeting of the CIC in March of 2006 raised the desirability of holding a third workshop for the Caribbean.

Since the Montreal Ministerial there have been two subregional workshops on experience with defending the regional heritage:

a) “Case Studies on the Protection of Cultural Heritage”
The first workshop for Central America was held March 21 to 23, 2007, in Mexico City. The Cultural Heritage Center of the United States Department of State took on a leading role in the coordination and execution of this event, in consultation with the Government of Mexico (INAH and CONACULTA) and the OAS Technical Secretariat, with a view to guaranteeing that it would set a model for subsequent seminars on this topic. The main objective of the workshop was to strengthen the cooperation among the countries of Central America, Mexico and the Dominican Republic in the preservation of cultural heritage and the protection of archaeological and historical sites against looting and illicit trafficking.

Up to three professionals from each of the following countries participated: Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, and the Dominican Republic. Mexico, the host country, also participated, as well as the United States and Colombia which shared an emblematic case study. 

Participants recommended the adoption of a common platform to allow the identification of cultural and historical goods to prevent and combat illicit traffic (as a community) and to preserve them for future generations; the implementation of a cultural and historical goods registry and inventory of the countries of the sub-region to facilitate the identification, conservation and protection of the heritage; and training for customs and law enforcement agents through workshops, video conferences and multimedia. The documents related to this workshop may be consulted via the following link:
http://portal.oas.org/Portal/Topic/SEDI/EducaciónyCultura/Cultura/TemasPrioritarios/PreservaciónyProteccióndelPatrimonioCultural/Activities/ProtegiendoelPatrimonioCultural/tabid/1447/language/en-US/language/es-CO/Default.aspx
The United States government financed this workshop through a contribution of US$80,000, through the Cultural Heritage Center of the U.S. Department of State.  The OAS allocated US$3,209.57 from the sub-fund for culture for the participation of the Technical Secretariat in the planning activities and in the workshop.

b) “Protecting Cultural Heritage from Looting and Illicit Trafficking: Examples of Effective Practices in the Andean Region”

The second subregional workshop on “Protecting Cultural Heritage from Looting and Illicit Trafficking: Examples of Effective Practices in the Andean Region” was held in Medellín, Colombia, from April 15 to 18, 2008. Its main purpose was to strengthen institutional capacity and to foster national and international inter-agency cooperation in combating the looting and international trafficking of cultural (historical and archeological) property in the Andean countries. Through the exchange of information and studies of cases and successful experiences, the workshop underscored the importance of raising citizens’ awareness and of fostering national and transnational inter-sectoral collaboration to promote the appreciation, protection, and preservation of the cultural heritage. 
Taking part were experts from Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, and Peru, who were directly involved in the protection of cultural and historical heritage, either in official governmental programs, or in academic institutions, nongovernmental and private 
sector organizations, and national and international public security institutions.  The 
documents related to this workshop are available via the following link:  http://portal.oas.org/Portal/Topic/SEDI/EducaciónyCultura/Cultura/TemasPrioritarios/PreservaciónyProteccióndelPatrimonioCultural/Activities/EstudiosdeCasoProtecciónPatrimonioCultural/tabid/1496/language/en-US/language/es-CO/Default.aspx
The Government of the United States financed this workshop with a contribution of US$85,000, and the U.S. Department of States Cultural Heritage Center was responsible for conducting it. Other partners in the project were the Ministry of Culture of Colombia and the Centro Colombo-Americano in Medellín.  The OAS donated US$3,095.10 from the Subfund for culture to cover the cost of the Technical Secretariat's participation in the planning activities and in the workshop.  In addition, as part of its technical support, the Technical Secretariat compiled and ordered materials in order to create a web page on protection of the cultural heritage on the OAS web site, with the help of an intern with experience of the subject.

1. Culture and the enhancement of the diversity, identity and dignity of our people

The objective of this priority is to promote the value of cultural diversity and cultural expression, and to explore and support the use of culture to strengthen inclusion, dignity and identity.

a) Seminar “Arts and Culture as Strategies in the Prevention of Social Violence”
The Salvadoran delegation presented a proposal during the Ministerial Meeting in Montreal, in 2006, seeking CIC support to hold a special meeting of the Ministers of Culture and Justice authorities of Central America to examine how arts and culture can be used as part of a strategy to prevent violence, especially from organized youth gangs. The support of CIC to this activity was approved by CIC Authorities at their meeting in January of 2007, after the Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the OAS had made a brief presentation and renewed the call for support. 

This special meeting was organized and hosted by the Coordinadora Educativa y Cultural Centroamericana (CECC) and CONCULTURA of El Salvador. It was held in San Salvador on February 27-28, 2007.  The OAS Technical Secretariat collaborated in the identification of experts from Canada, Brazil, and the United States who presented emblematic cases on how arts and culture are being used as deterrents from violence, especially among youth, and also participated in the event.
Participants discussed the importance of incorporating art and culture as part of the subregion’s integral policies to combat and reduce social violence.  The consensus among the experts taking part in the Seminar was that, to be really effective, any strategy had to have an integral approach.  One major outcome of the meeting, in additional to the new information it transmitted to participants, was the Declaration of San Salvador, in which the ministers declared that "… culture does make a positive contribution to the reduction of violence and may help prevent it."  Moreover, the participants undertook to continue analyzing the problem and deciding on specific actions to take. The ministers and authorities taking part also unanimously approved the possibility of bringing these points to the attention of other regional and international forums.
On January 17, 2008, the Director of the Department of Education and Culture gave a presentation on the outcomes of the Seminar to the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security at a special meeting convened by the OAS Permanent Council to analyze the criminal gangs phenomenon.  The CECC, CONCULTURA, and the OAS/CIC must determine what follow-up projects or activities are needed. 

The Canadian Department of Heritage funded one speaker. The OAS/CIC also funded one speaker and the participation of the DEC Director.  US$2,257.40 was spent from the culture sub-fund.
b) International Seminar “Cultural Diversity: practices and perspectives”

Brazil organized and hosted this seminar for Ministers and Authorities of Culture, intellectuals, public servants and the general public to share best practices and practical experiences in the promotion of cultural diversity in the framework of international law.  Participants numbered 300-350.

The seminar took place in Brasilia, Brazil, June 27-29, 2007. A virtual forum and a chat room, through which the general public could express opinions and ask questions to the speakers, were available throughout the seminar. Inquiries and comments were displayed in a screen for the speakers and attending public to see. The Brazilian Government also facilitated a visit to one of the Pontos de Cultura, where participating Ministers and other Authorities of Culture were able to see first hand the results of this program. Theatre presentations were given, and video clip editing, stands with information on each of the Pontos de Cultura, crafts, and music were displayed.  The agenda of the seminar may be accessed for consultation at the following link: http://www.cultura.gov.br/diversidadecultural/seminario/programacao_pt_27.html
The Brazilian government funded the organization of the event and covered part of the cost of participation of expert speakers.  The OAS/CIC contributed by funding the remainder of the cost of participation of the expert speakers and the Technical Secretariat. US$17,302.10 from the OAS Sub-fund in Culture was spent.

c) CIC Study:  Social Inclusion in the Americas:  The Role of Cultural Programs and Policies for Youth

This initiative was presented by the Canadian Heritage department at the meeting of CIC authorities held in January 2008, as part of the activities in follow up of the seminar “Arts and Culture as Social Violence Prevention Strategies,” sponsored by CONCULTURA and the CECC, and held February 27 to 28, 2006, in El Salvador.  The proposal included conducting a study to compile cultural practices and programs in the region whose objective was youth social inclusion.  An initial planning meeting with participation by representatives of NGOs of Jamaica, El Salvador, Canada, the Council of Europe, and the OAS Technical Secretariat was held April 15 to 18, 2008, in Ottawa, Canada.
At the meeting, the initial study methodology was explored and a preliminary assessment presented of different types of experiences to be found throughout the Americas, as well as mechanisms for their compilation and organization.  For that meeting, the OAS/CIC contributed the Technical Secretariat’s participation (US$1,809.98).
2. Culture and the creation of decent jobs and the overcoming of poverty

The objective of this priority is to determine how public policies can facilitate the creation of more and better jobs through the diversification and expansion of cultural industries, thereby facilitating the reduction of poverty and vulnerability.

a) Workshop “Rescue and Promotion of Artisan Production”
The meeting was hosted on December 3-8, 2006 by the Honduran Government to share the experience of the Program on Rescue and Promotion of the Artisan, Indigenous and Traditional Production (PROPAITH). Twelve participants from eight countries were selected through open competition.

The workshop aimed at sharing the strategy developed by Honduras through its Institute of Anthropology and History (IHAH) for rescuing and preserving Honduras’s indigenous and traditional popular heritage.  The program emphasized the protection of the traditional and cultural values while generating income for the targeted population groups through improved production, marketing and sales of their crafts.

Funding for the workshop was shared between Honduras, the OAS Sub-fund for Culture (US$8,859.74) and the OAS Department of Human Development (formerly Department of Scholarships) (US$10,149.27), which provided travel grants for the participants.

b) Seminar "Culture as an engine for economic growth and social inclusion"
The seminar took place October 1-2, 2007 in Washington, D.C. in the framework of the III Regular Meeting of the CIC. The Technical Secretariat organized this event in consultation with the CIC Chair and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). The Technical Secretariat, in consultation with the CIC Chair, developed the concept paper “Culture as an Engine of Economic Growth and Social Inclusion in the Americas” to promote discussion among the attendees.
The objective of the seminar is to facilitate a focused dialogue among policymakers from culture, finance and planning sectors of the member states, along with representatives of international institutions, on the impact of culture on economic and social development in the Americas and ways to enhance support for cultural development initiatives through international cooperation.

Experts from member states were invited to present successful experiences in developing and funding major cultural initiatives that have a demonstrable impact on economic growth and social inclusion. Their presentations were grouped in four panels:  

· Panel I: Development in the Americas Today: The Impact of the Economy of Culture;

· Panel II: Cultural Tourism:  Building sustainable communities; 

· Panel III: Fiscal and other incentives for cultural industries and their impact on national economies; 

· Panel IV: Creative Economy: opportunities and challenges. 

At the end of the workshop, the participants reiterated the need for broader dissemination of this knowledge and for greater opportunities to establish networks, so that national and international financial and other political authorities would truly welcome cultural projects as catalysts in economic and social development. 

In addition, an international agency roundtable was scheduled to discuss financing options for cultural development initiatives.  The documents and presentations are available via the following link:  http://www.oas.org/OASpage/Events/default_ENG.asp?eve_code=22
Up to US$25,000 from CIC Sub-fund were authorized at the June 26, 2007 planning meeting of CIC Authorities. The Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) contributed US$5,000 and the Global Foundation for Democracy and Development (GFDD) of the Dominican Republic US$3,000 to the event.  Contributions in the form of funding for speakers have been made by the Governments of the United States, Canada, Mexico, and Brazil and the GFDD.

c) “Financing and Resources for Culture in Sustainable Development – A World Bank Learning Initiative”
As a direct result of the Seminar on “Culture as an Engine of Economic Growth and Social Inclusion in the Americas,” the World Bank financed and implemented, in cooperation with the OAS Department of Education and Culture, a project to make an “inventory” of policies and financing mechanisms for cultural development initiatives.
This initiative included two complementary activities to examine policies and financial mechanisms that support cultural initiatives or at least include culture as one of their components. The first activity comprised two videoconferences, held in April 2008, of officials in situ in Brazil, Colombia, and Guatemala and other government officials, NGOs, and international organizations in Washington, D.C. to conduct a dialogue on financing models for cultural policy initiatives in those countries and on the role of culture in their respective development agendas. One of the institutions taking part in the dialogue in Washington, D.C. was the National Trust for Historic Preservation (NTHP), which gave a presentation on it “Main Street” experience.  

The second phase comprises a compendium of illustrative case studies that the World Bank is currently working on.  The World Bank financed that initiative in full. 

3. Culture and the role of indigenous peoples

This priority is intended to promote an increase in participation of indigenous peoples in multi-cultural dialogue, conservation of their languages and customs, and promotion of and respect for their ethnic and cultural diversity.

a) Regional Workshop “Preservation of Aboriginal Heritage”
The Canadian Conservation Institute (CCI) organized a workshop on September 24-27, 2007 in Ottawa, ON, Canada, to provide an opportunity for Aboriginal people and conservation specialists to learn about traditional, technical, ethical, and intangible aspects of the conservation of Aboriginal material culture. 

The OAS Technical Secretariat assisted in adding a discussion group titled “Experiences from the Americas” in which conservation experts from Latin America would share their experiences in developing conservation projects within indigenous communities, by identifying Latin American experts to participate as panelists.

This activity was funded by Canadian sources. No OAS/CIC funds were allocated. 
4. Cultural information systems

These are initiatives to encourage production, collection, analysis and exchange of cultural information.  A series of three sub-regional workshops to reinforce horizontal cooperation was designed in fulfillment of mandates from the Ministers and Highest Appropriate Authorities in Culture, which emphasized the importance of developing capacity-building strategies for the establishment of national cultural information systems (SIC), as necessary tools for designing, implementing and evaluating public policies in culture. 

Following is a brief account of the three workshops on Cultural Information Systems conducted prior to the period covered by this report, in order to put the Synopsis Workshop in a proper context.

a) Workshops on Cultural Information Systems
The first workshop was organized by the Department of Canadian Heritage and was held in Trinidad and Tobago on March 16-17, 2006. The aim of this workshop was to share experiences in the creation of cultural information systems for the Caribbean sub-region, as tools for building capacity and developing infrastructure. Twelve Caribbean countries participated in this event.  The OAS/CIC contribution from the Sub-fund in Culture was US$3,072 to support the participation of the Technical Secretariat in planning and executing the workshop and a presence for the initiative on the web at: http://www.oas.org/red-observatorios/sic/trinidadandtobago/fr_welcome.html
The second workshop was jointly organized by the OAS Technical Secretariat and the Consejo Nacional para la Cultura y las Artes de México (CONACULTA) for the Central American sub-region, Mexico and the Dominican Republic. It took place in Mexico City, Mexico, July 6-7, 2006.  It sought to contribute to the creation of a sub-regional network on cultural information by drawing on the experiences of Mexico’s SIC and RENIC (Red Nacional de Información Cultural).  The OAS/CIC expenditure from the Sub-fund in Culture to support the organization of the workshop and participant travel was US$17748.91.  The conclusions of the workshop are available on the following website: http://www.oas.org/red-observatorios/sic/tallerCA/fr_welcome.html
The third workshop of the series was organized by the OAS Technical Secretariat, the Consejo Nacional de la Cultura y las Artes de Chile (CNCA), and the Convenio Andrés Bello (CAB) in Valparaiso, Chile on September 13-14, 2006. The aim of this workshop was to share the experiences of Chile and Mexico on cultural information systems as well as those of international organizations such as UNESCO and UNDP. Eight countries of the South American sub-region participated. The OAS/CIC expended US$1,803 from the Sub-fund in culture to ensure the participation of the Technical Secretariat. Complete information on this workshop is available through the website: http://www.oas.org/red-observatorios/sic/Taller%20SA/fr_welcome.html
b) Summary meeting on the Cultural Information System Workshops
This Inter-agency Meeting, organized by the Ministry of Culture of Colombia, the Convenio Andrés Bello (CAB) and the OAS Technical Secretariat of the CIC, took place in Bogotá, Colombia, on April 19-20, 2007. The main objective of this meeting was to design a joint interagency plan of action geared towards supporting the strengthening of cultural information systems in Latin America and the Caribbean through the identification of problems, needs and priorities. Organizations active on this topic including UNESCO, IFACCA, Mercosur Cultural, and others, along with member states from each sub-region participated.

The OAS Technical Secretariat presented a summary of the findings and conclusions of the three sub-regional workshops (Caribbean, Central America, and South America) held in the framework of the CIC in 2006. The Technical Secretariat contributed a discussion paper titled “Cultural Information in the Framework of the OAS: 2002-2006”, drawing on the conclusions of the three 2006 sub-regional seminars.  The report of the Rapporteur of the meeting is available at the following link:  http://portal.oas.org/Portals/7/Educacion_Cultura/Cultura/Lineas%20de%20accion%20y%20compromisos%20reunión%20SIC%20%20Colombia_ESP07062007.pdf 
The workshop also allowed for presentation of achievements, advances and projects on Cultural Information Systems, and cultural indicators in the region. A final document of “Lines of action and commitments agreed in the Cultural Information Synthesis Meeting of the sub-regional CIS workshops held in 2006” was produced.  OAS commitments centered on raising the importance for sound policy making and having good information systems, in relevant political fora.

This event was jointly funded by CAB, the Ministry of Culture and OAS/CIC Sub-fund, from which US$6,262 was allocated.  Of this, US$5,348.47 was spent to support the participation of some of the participants and the OAS Technical Secretariat.

OTHER ACTIONS CARRIED OUT BY THE TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT
During the period covered by this report, the Technical Secretariat has focused on:
· Raising the profile of culture in international forums and within the OAS;
· Strengthening communications and consultations between the CIC Authorities and member states with regard to policies and procedures;
· Serving as a liaison with the Authorities of the CIC in order to promote communication among them;
· Following up on the political bodies and attending planning meetings;
· Reporting to CEPCIDI, CIDI, and other bodies;
· Encouraging collaboration between the Inter-American Committee on Culture and the Inter-American Committee on Education;
· Fostering communication with other OAS sectors, in particular the Young Americas Business Trust (YABT), the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the Department of Cultural Affairs, the Department of Human Development, the Summits Secretariat, the Secretariat for External Relations, the Press Department, Américas Magazine, and the Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development  (FEMCIDI), among others;
· Developing a strategic plan for the CIC “A Plan of Action to Increase Cultural Cooperation in the Americas (2007-2009);
· Coordinating activities and initiatives with other international organizations;
· Contributing to the annual report of the Secretary General;
· Suggesting amendments to the proposed Declaration of Commitment for the Fifth Summit of the Americas, to be held in Trinidad and Tobago, in the area of culture. 
NEW PROJECTS
a) “Culture in Development: An Inter-American Information Network”
This project, developed by the OAS Technical Secretariat, also resulted directly from the seminar “Culture as an engine for economic development and social inclusion.”  Its purpose is to create a network composed of member states, civil society, and international organizations to (1) facilitate the design and implementation of public policies on culture by the OAS member states; (2) strengthen the human and institutional capacity of member states to carry out cultural development initiatives; and (3) raise awareness of the potential of culture to contribute to economic growth and social inclusion.

The expected results are as follows:  (1) An Internet-based tool on cultural policies for information exchange among policy makers, legislators, civil society representatives, and the private sector in the spheres of national public policy, documentation on public policy trends, including tax incentives for culture, reports on the role of culture in the region’s economies, a portfolio of promising programs, and a compilation and analysis of existing studies; (2) The design and implementation of a strategy for raising awareness about the importance of the arts and culture as engines of stronger economic growth, social inclusion, and democratic values; (3) A network of policy makers, civil society, the private sector, and international organizations involved in the culture 

sector to promote the sharing of experiences and programs and to facilitate collaboration and promote coordination with other organizations in order to make culture a driving force in economic growth and social development; and (4) evaluation of the project and of periodic reports on results for donors and the CIC.
Project execution has been approved by the various institutional areas of the OAS and has received US$135,279 from the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and in kind from the OAS.  The OAS in-kind contribution is estimated at US$23,050.  The Information Network’s website is expected to come into operation in the first half of 2009, and the experts’ network early in the second half of that year.
b) Ignite the Americas: Youth Arts Policy Forum
The Youth Arts Policy Forum:  Ignite the Americas, was presented by Canada at the Meeting of Authorities on January 28 and 29, 2008, as part of the follow-up activities to the seminar “Arts and Culture as Strategies for the Prevention of Social Violence,” sponsored by CONCULTURA and CECC and held in El Salvador on February 27 and 28, 2006. Ignite the Americas brought together 53 youth delegates from 31 OAS member states, together with leaders from the private sector and with public policy makers in the cultural area to share experiences in which the arts and culture have been used to promote social inclusion and/or prevent gang-related violence, with an emphasis on at-risk youth.  

The Youth Arts Policy Forum:  Ignite the Americas had three primary outcomes.  The first is a “toolbox” for the creation of sustainable cultural enterprises. The second is a series of recommendations to the ministers of culture of the Hemisphere on the design of cultural policies that use the arts and cultural manifestations to promote the inclusion of young people and economic growth. The third is a hemispheric network of youth organizations in the arts and culture, with a view to promoting the sharing of experiences and the strengthening of partnerships in the aforementioned areas.

After the January 2008 presentation, the Canadian Heritage department worked closely with the officers of the Inter-American Committee on Culture, the OAS, and the other member countries of the CIC to disseminate the convocation for the selection of the youth delegates who participated in the Forum, in Toronto, Canada, from September 15 to 21, 2008.   

As part of the preparatory process, a planning meeting was held in Canada from August 17 to 19, 2008.  Taking part in it were representatives of the Department of Canadian Heritage, an OAS representative, members of the Ignite the Americas secretariat, and five subregional coordinators of the Forum from Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Jamaica, and the United States.  That meeting decided on the working methodology for the subregional coordinators, the manner in which they would communicate with the Ignite secretariat, the work schedule, and other logistical matters. 

Applications to participate in the Ignite the Americas Forum were sent directly to the Web page for the event: www.ignitetheamericas.ca and/or by fax to Ignite’s technical secretariat in Toronto.  The call for applications was disseminated through the network, the ministries of culture of members of the CIC, and the permanent missions of the OAS member states. 

Funds to hold this Youth Forum were provided by the department Canadian Heritage.

c) Other projects

· A workshop on media and the arts in citizen values formation (being considered for early 2009, venue to be determined). The workshop is part of the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, it is being partially funded through the Inter-American Committee on Education and the OAS Department of Human Development, and offers opportunities for collaboration.

· The draft proposal presented by Barbados, “Exploring Best Practices or Desired Practices on the Integration of Cultural Identity and Diversity into Educational Curricula,” is currently seeking funds for its implementation.  It provides an opportunity for collaboration between the education and culture sectors.

· The draft proposal submitted by Chile, “2010, Gabriela Mistral Inter-American Culture Year,” has been presented to the OAS Special Multilateral Fund of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (FEMCIDI) for possible funding and will be presented in detail at the preparatory meeting for the Fourth Meeting of Ministers. 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The Technical Secretariat has worked closely with the CIC Chair to develop a draft Plan of Action aimed at providing strategic direction to the efforts of the CIC to strengthen inter-American dialogue and cooperation in the field of culture.  The Plan of Action includes is a list of possible external donors, which is presented in the Annex to the document.
During its Third Regular Meeting the CIC reviewed the Plan of Action and enriched it with comments and changes.  The CIC Authorities approved it at their meeting of May 15 and 16, 2008. This Plan of Action proposes the following strategies:

1. Continue to deepen the policy dialogue
2. Targeted analysis and research based on needs identified by member states
3. Technical assistance including support for project design, implementation, and evaluation 

4. Develop a CIC communications strategy

5. Strengthen alliances with civil society, private sector, and other international organizations

6. Adopt a coordinated resource mobilization strategy

One of the main contributions by the OAS Technical Secretarial is the integral development perspective it brings through its placement within the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI).  This placement ensures a closer interaction between the political forums and the OAS technical areas dealing with development programs, and the necessary coordination and quality assurance for complying with the mandates received. 

The Technical Secretariat has focused on fulfilling its responsibilities in the framework of the ministerial process relating to culture, especially the execution of the CIC Plan of Action and the List of Priority Activities adopted in Montreal in 2006.  The Technical Secretariat has organized or supported seminars, workshops, meetings, and events, backed by a one-time, non-renewable allocation of $190,000 in seed funds received in 2003 (US$203,107 including interest earned) specifically for activities in the culture area. (See table “Estimated Resources Mobilized December 2006 – November 2008,” attached hereto).  However, the seed funds are practically exhausted and, to continue the work of the CIC and implementation of the Plan of Action, new resources will have to be mobilized.

Furthermore, the following suggestions which are drawn from the lessons learned during the execution of the CIC Work Plan are presented with a view to generating thought and discussion.  It is suggested that the CIC:

1. Develop strategies to allow for follow up and evaluation of results after workshops and seminars conclude.

2. Adopt technological innovations such as web casting to promote wider participation by Ministers, Highest Appropriate Authorities, technicians and the general public in future activities of the ministerial process.

3. Encourage wider involvement by the member states, especially in communicating through the CIC their significant experiences that they might share or their priority needs for technical assistance in culture.

4. Develop systematized strategies for obtaining new seed funds for the design and implementation of new cultural programs and projects, and leverage available resources by obtaining financial contributions from other partners.

5. Promote a better understanding of the relationship between culture and other development sectors in the member states, especially in the areas of education, finance, and economy.

6. Develop strategies to promote effective participation in CIC activities by civil society, the private sector, and cooperation organizations.

ANNEX
TABLE: ESTIMATED RESOURCES MOBILIZED FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 

CIC WORK PLAN
DECEMBER 2006 - NOVEMBER 2008


The figures below are estimated funds mobilized and allocated to activities following the III Meeting of Ministers of Culture held in November, 2006 in Montreal, Canada. Both Sub fund CP/RES. 831 (1342/02) and counterpart resources are shown as budget allocations and may not represent actual expenditures.  Counterpart resources are estimated based on reports from partners and include both cash and in-kind resources.  The original allocation to the Culture Sub fund was US$190,000. 


The figures included in the column CIC CP/RES. 831 do not show in-kind contributions represented by the staff effort of the OAS Department of Education and Culture. 

	Topic and Activity
	CIC CP/RES. 831 (1342/02)
	Counterpart contribution
	Counterpart (estimate)
	Total

	
	
	In kind
	USD
	
	

	I. Preservation and Protection of Cultural Heritage
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1. Sub-regional workshop "Case Studies on the Protection of Cultural Heritage"  (Mexico, March 2007)
	3,209.57
	 
	80,000.00
	Cultural Heritage Center of the US Department of State
	83,209.57

	
	 
	In kind
	 
	 Government of Mexico (INAH and CONACULTA)
	

	2. Sub-regional workshop "Protecting Cultural Heritage from looting and illicit Trafficking: Examples of Effective Practices in the Andean Region (Colombia, April, 2008)
	3,095.10
	 
	85,000.00
	Cultural Heritage Center of the US Department of State
	88,095.10

	
	 
	In kind
	 
	Ministry of Culture of Colombia
	

	Total Topic I
	6,304.67
	 
	165,000.00
	 
	171,304.67

	II. Culture and the creation of decent work and the fight against poverty

	1. Workshop “Rescue and Promotion of Artisan Production”
	8,859.74
	
	
	
	19,009.01

	
	
	
	10,149.27
	OAS Department of Human Development
	

	
	
	In kind
	 
	Institute of Anthropology and History (IHAH) of Honduras
	

	2. International Seminar: Culture as an Engine of Economic Growth and Social Inclusion in the Americas and III Regular Meeting of the CIC
	13,045.42
	 
	5,000.00
	Inter-American Development Bank
	22,881.72

	
	 
	 
	3,000.00
	Global Foundation for Democracy and Development
	

	
	 
	In kind
	
	Ministry of Culture of Brazil
	

	
	
	In kind
	
	Department of Canadian Heritage
	

	
	
	In kind
	
	National Council for Culture and the Arts (CONACULTA) of Mexico
	

	
	
	
	1,836.30
	US Department of State
	

	3. Policies and Financial Mechanisms for Culture in Sustainable Development Learning Initiative 
	 
	 
	64,000.00
	World Bank
	 64,000.00

	4. Youth Arts Policy Forum Ignite the Americas (Toronto, Canada, Sept. 2008)
	
	 
	750,000.00
	Department of Canadian Heritage
	750,701.00

	Total Topic II
	21,905.16
	 
	833,985.57
	 
	855,890.73

	III. Culture and the Enhancement of Dignity and Identity 

	1. "Arts and Culture in the Prevention of Social Violence" (El Salvador, Feb., 2007)
	2,257.40
	 
	 n/a
	Coordinadora Educativa y Cultural Centroamericana (CECC) and CONCULTURA (El Salvador)
	2,257.40

	
	 
	 
	 n/a
	Department of Canadian Heritage
	

	2. Seminar Cultural Diversity: Practices and Perspectives (Brasilia, June, 2007) 
	16,663.10
	 
	 n/a
	Ministry of Culture of Brazil
	16,663.10

	3. Planning Meeting - CIC Study :Social Inclusion in the Americas: A Role for Cultural Programs and Policies?
	1,809.98
	 
	20,000.00
	Department of Canadian Heritage
	21,809.98

	Total Topic III
	21,581.48
	 
	20,000.00
	 
	41,581.48

	IV. Culture and the Role of Indigenous Peoples
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1. Regional Workshop “Preservation of Aboriginal Heritage” (Canada, Sept., 2008)
	 
	 
	7,500.00
	Department of Canadian Heritage
	7,500.00

	Total Topic IV
	 
	 
	 7,500.00
	 
	 7,500.00

	V. Cultural Information Systems

	1. Synthesis Meeting on Cultural Information Systems (Bogota, Colombia. April 2007)
	5,348.47
	 
	n/a
	Ministry of Culture of Colombia
	5,348.47

	
	 
	 
	n/a
	Convenio Andrés Bello
	

	2. Culture in Development: An Inter-American Information Network (2008)
	 
	 
	135,279.00
	Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) via OAS/SEDI
	135,279.00

	Total Topic V
	5,348.47
	 
	135,279.00
	 
	140,627.47

	Policy Dialogue

	1. CIC Authorities Planning Meeting (Washington, D.C., Jan. 2007)
	4,633.00
	 
	
	 
	4,633.00

	2. CIC Authorities Planning Meeting (Brasilia, Brazil - June 2007)
	 
	In kind
	
	Ministry of Culture of Brazil
	

	3. III Regular Meeting of the CIC (Washington, D.C., Oct. 2007) Please see II.2.
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	4. CIC Authorities Planning Meeting (Washington, D.C., Jan. 2008)
	4,532.50
	 
	 
	 
	4,532.50

	5. CIC Authorities Planning Meeting (Washington, D.C., May 2008)
	3,783.25
	 
	 
	 
	3,783.25

	6. Preparatory Meeting for the IV Ministerial (Toronto, Canada - Sep. 2008)
	 
	 
	40,000.00
	Department of Canadian Heritage
	40,000.00

	Total Policy Dialogue
	12,948.75
	 
	40,000.00
	 
	52,948.75

	TOTAL ALL TOPICS
	67,237.53
	 
	1,201,764.57
	 
	1,269,002.10
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�.	Permanent Council resolution CP/RES. 831 (1342/02), “Use of Excess Resources of the Reserve Subfund for Capital Investments and to meet OAS mandates.” This Subfund was established in part with arrears received. The Department of Education and Culture received a one-off allocation of US$190,000 to execute projects in the area of culture. See the summary of outlays in Appendix 1 to this report.
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