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In the XIII Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) in May of 2008, the Authorities of the Inter-American Committee on Culture (CIC) began a dialogue with the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) to explore concrete ways to bring the two sectors closer and define joint activities that could benefit the citizens and, especially, the young people of the Member States.  Two opportunities to define and highlight this intersectoral dialogue in the Inter-American framework are the IV Regular Meeting of the CIE, to be held in Quito, Ecuador, the 14th and 15th of October, 2008, and the IV Meeting of Ministers and Highest Appropriate Authorities of Culture, to be held in Barbados November 20 and 21 of the same year.

The Preparatory Meeting for the IV Culture Ministerial will discuss some proposals for joint activities of the CIE and the CIC.  Among these, are a project presented by Barbados (Inter-American Workshop “Stimulating Diversity and Creative Expression through Education:  Sharing Good Practices” and a proposal by Chile entitled “2010, Gabriela Mistral Inter-American Culture Year.”  
An additional potential proposal for collaboration between CIE and CIC could be established based on the results of the Youth Arts Policy Forum: Ignite the Americas which took place in Toronto, Canada on September 16 – 21, 2008. In this forum more than 50 young artists and leaders from 31 countries of the hemisphere called upon the culture and education authorities of the region for the inclusion of arts in education. Furthermore, the youth delegates stressed the importance of increasing accessibility to artistic education and to capacity building in terms of creation and administration of cultural and creative industries. 

Also, within the CIE and the CIC, a proposal presented by Brazil and the Technical Secretariat to organize a series of activities on the role of the arts and communications media in the formation of democratic values and practices among children and youth is being discussed. These activities could also be developed collaboratively by education and culture authorities from the ministries of education and culture of the hemisphere and with the incorporation of the youth component through the inclusion of concrete program experiences from organizations that make part of the network of art for social change established at the Forum Ignite the Americas. These activities will also respond to specific mandates from the Declaration of Medellín (AG/DEC. 57 (XXXVIII-O/08) in which Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the hemisphere recognized:

“That the mass media have an important role to play in educating young people in a spirit of peace, tolerance, justice, freedom, and mutual respect, so as to promote human rights, and the right of young people to access to information from independent, plural, and diverse sources; and 
That, bearing in mind the positive impact of cultural activities, including cultural industries, they will endeavor to develop policies that strengthen in youth a recognition of, and appreciation and respect for, the value of cultural diversity, tangible and intangible cultural and historical heritage, including popular customs, and the contributions, inter alia, of indigenous people, as well as of persons of African descent and minority communities, and policies that generate greater understanding of the relationships among culture, development, and education, as factors that contribute to the strengthening and promotion of democratic values.” 

In addition, in the region and throughout the world there are a number of successful models for stimulating collaboration between the culture and the education sectors. Below just three of these are presented, two of which are facilitated by technological tools (ICTs).

MODEL NOT USING TECHNOLOGY
“Zaragoza Con Otros Ojos” (Zaragoza with other eyes)
The municipal government of Zaragoza came up with a plan to use the city’s streets and plazas as educational resources, available to all citizens, taking advantage of its streets, buildings and surroundings to teach cross-cutting themes.

“Zaragoza with other eyes” uses the beauty and wealth of a city with great cultural resources to teach arts and mathematics.

One of the activities is called Rutas Matemáticas (mathematical routes) and its purpose is to encourage mathematical learning from experience and practice right in the streets of the city. Students and teachers cover a route through six plazas and streets in the city. The municipal government provides teaching material in which students do various mathematical activities at different points along the route.
Example: Pythagoras’ theorem in the mathematics of streets and the shapes and symmetries of façades.
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The activities of the mathematical routes are designed at various levels, for primary and secondary school children.  The municipal government of Zaragoza has expressed strong interest in collaborating with countries in the Americas that wish to mount similar projects to teach children and young people by using their communities’ cultural heritage.

MODELS USING TECHNOLOGY
“Mi Lugar, Atlas de la Diversidad Cultural” (My Place, Atlas of Cultural Diversity)
www.atlasdeladiversidad.net
This project is financed by the European Union under the @LIS Program (Alliance for the Information Society) for Latin America and Europe. It seeks to foster knowledge of cultural diversity and better co‑existence.
The project proposes that the students make a card or portrait describing aspects of their culture, understood in the broadest sense, including historical events, cooking, dances, legends, flora and fauna, etc. The Atlas shows the cultural diversity of countries in the Americas and Spain and it is built on the personal experiences and descriptions of the students. It helps one discover “others” by knowing oneself, celebrating the similarities (because they bring us closer) and valuing the differences (because they make us unique).
The project uses Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) in the classroom and creates geographic and human links which strengthen cooperation, sharing and mutual learning.

This initiative has been honored with various awards, including:
· “Award of Excellence in using information technology” (Stockholm Challenge, 2006)

· Ibero-American Prize for the best initiatives in e‑learning, AXG Tecnonexo, 2004

· Fundetec Grand Prize, 2005, for the “Memoria Viva” (living memory) project (Madrid)

Examples of portraits:

· Songs in Quechua in Santiago del Estero, Argentina

· Guaraní Parties in Paraguay

· Mayan Civilization

· Maaya T’aan (Mayan language)

· Carnival in My Place

· Day of the Dead, Mexico

The Atlas Program receives funds to train a limited number of teachers free of charge and is willing to explore ways of working with CIC to expand these experiences.

“Red Internacional de Educación y Recursos” (International Education and Resource Network) www.iearn.org (English); www.telar.org (Spanish)


This is a global network of teachers and students in primary and secondary schools. The network is available at no cost in all Latin American and Caribbean countries. To participate in the network, teachers need basic Internet skills. The network offers teachers and students more than 200 discussion forums to work on projects in every subject on the curriculum, virtually “crossing borders” and cooperating classroom to classroom.

Some examples of projects that combine education and culture:

· One Vision, literary anthology.

· Sharing Our Identity (description of monuments and traditional celebrations).
· Regional Dress around the World.

· World Cultural Heritage Sites.

· Women in My Country’s History.

· Let Me Tell You a Story (typical folk tales in various countries).
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Teddy Bears (classes in different countries exchange a toy animal typical of where they live, which becomes the spokesperson for new experiences in the country through a travel diary).
· Toys and Games (description of games played by children during recess that are typical of the region).
· National Parks (to appreciate the biological, geographic and cultural potential of the national parks as real laboratories to study natural and cultural phenomena and their interactions).
· Folk Wisdom (including myths, legends, sayings and proverbs from different cultures).
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�.  	This document was presented at the Preparatory Meeting for the IV Meeting of Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities held in Toronto, Canada on September 18-20, 2008





