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1. Adoption of the draft order of business 

The Council adopted the draft order of business, document CP/OD-1611/07. corr. 1.

· Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council

Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina, addressed the plenary of the Permanent Council on the occasion of his first meeting as Chair of that body. He spoke about the challenge of boosting the hemispheric agenda and attempting to ensure that it tied in with the concrete circumstances, needs, and aspirations of our peoples. In that context, he referred to the strengthening of democracy through the adoption of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and to the defense and promotion of human rights based on recognition of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man and the American Convention on Human Right. He also underscored work done since the Fourth Summit of the Americas in Mar del Plata and the efforts under way to produce a draft Social Charter of the Americas. 


Finally, he said he wished to focus on the still pending mandates assigned by the General Assembly to the Permanent Council, namely:
1. Convening a special meeting of the Permanent Council with civil society organizations, in order to examine these organizations’ contributions to the strengthening of democratic culture in the Hemisphere.
2. Promoting the organization of a first-ever meeting of high-level authorities on natural disaster reduction and risk management.
3. Supporting preparations for the Special Session of the General Assembly to establish a methodology proper to the OAS for assessing the scale of member states’ Regular Fund quotas.
2. Commemoration of the 65th anniversary of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture: “Realizing the Inter-American Dream of 1942”

The Permanent Council began the special meeting convened for the “Commemoration of the 65th Anniversary of the Inter-American Institute on Agriculture”: “Realizing the Inter-American Dream of 1942”. 


The program for that meeting was as follows:
1. Remarks by Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS 

2. Remarks by the Chair of the Permanent Council, Ambassador Rodolfo Gil, Permanent Representative of Argentina 
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3. Remarks by Dr. Chelston Brathwaite, Director General of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA)
4. Outcomes of the Fourth Ministerial Meeting of Ministers of Agriculture, presented by His Excellency Bernardo López Figueroa, Minister of Agriculture of Guatemala and Chair of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture (IABA)
5. Survey of regional initiatives of IICA by Mr. Christopher Hansen, Deputy Director general and Representative of IICA in the United States of America.
3. Draft resolution

After listening to the remarks of the delegations and of the representatives of the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), the Permanent Council adopted CP/RES. 923 (1611/07), the operative paragraphs of which read as follows:
1.  To acknowledge and recognize the initiatives undertaken over the past 65 years by the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) to support its 34 Member States to promote the modernization of rural communities.
2. To recognize the importance of the technical cooperation provided by IICA in response to the needs of Member States, and IICA’s contribution to sustainable agricultural development, food security and rural prosperity.
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�.	The delegations’ statements and comments are provided in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1611/07.
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