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1. Adoption of the draft order of business
The Permanent Council adopted the draft order of business as amended, document CP/OD-1614/07.
2. Presentation by the Minister of the Special Secretariat for Policies for the Promotion of Racial Equality (SEPPIR) of Brazil
At the request of the Permanent Mission of Brazil (CP/INF.5562/07 corr.1), the Permanent Council received Her Excellency Mrs. Matilde Ribeiro, Minister of the Special Secretariat for Policies for the Promotion of Racial Equality of Brazil. In her presentation, Minister Ribeiro commented on the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racisim and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance. 

In that regard, after listening to the comments made by delegations on the subject addressed by the Minister, the Council decided:

· To thank the Minister of the Special Secretariat for Policies for the Promotion of Racial Equality of Brazil and to take note of her presentation and of the comments made by delegations; and

· To forward the minutes of that meeting to the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racisim and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.

3. Note from the Permanent Mission of Brazil transmitting a request from the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA) to give a presentation to the Permanent Council
At the request of the Permanent Mission of Brazil (CP/INF.5563/07 corr. 2) and pursuant to the provisions of resolution AG/RES. 1673 (XXIX-O/99), the Permanent Council heard a presentation by Congressmen Luiz Carlos Hauly, President of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA).  The FIPA President underscored that the objective of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum was to promote parliamentary participation in the inter-American system and to contribute to inter-parliamentary dialogue in addressing items on the hemispheric agenda.  He also said that the two organizations (OAS/FIPA) had common interests and objectives and that it was advisable for them to cooperate on the inter-American agenda. 

In that connection, the Permanent Council decided:

· To take note of the presentation made by the President of the Inter-Parliamentary Forum of the Americas (FIPA) and of the statements by delegations.

· To forward the minutes of this meeting to the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization as a reference document, in order to forge a working relationship between the OAS and FIPA.
4. Establishment of the Special Committee on Migration 

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Belize (CP/INF.5564/07) and in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07), the Permanent Council decided to establish the Special Committee on Migration, which would be responsible for analyzing migration issues and flows from an integral perspective.  The Committee would also have to take into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law, maintaining for that purpose close contact with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and the Special Rapporteurship on Migrant Workers and Their Families.

Likewise the Permanent Council decided that the Special Committee on Migration would be open to all delegations and in due course would have to report back to the Council on its work plan.
· Election of officers
Chair:  On a proposal by the Permanent Representative of Paraguay, seconded by the Permanent Representative of Ecuador, Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, was elected Chair of the Special Committee on Migration by acclamation.
Vice Chair:  On a proposal by the Permanent Representative of Barbados, Mr. Nestor Mendez, Interim Representative of Belize, was elected Vice Chair by acclamation.
5. Progress report of the Inter-American Defense Board on its modernization process
As decided by the Committee on Hemispheric Security, the Chair of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), Rear Admiral Elis Treidler Öberg, reported to the Permanent Council on the activities of the IADB, drawing attention, inter alia, to the advisory services provided to the OAS and the member states, the work of the Inter-American Defense College, technical support for the  Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines and the three demining assistance missions, based in Nicaragua, Ecuador-Peru, and Colombia.  Lastly, he referred to the IADB’s principal objective, which was to serve “as an instrument for integration and international cooperation, a catalyst for transparency and mutual trust among the States of our hemisphere, thus motivating and encouraging contributions from members, in accordance with their capabilities and experiences; a vector for harmony, promoting security in the American Continent.”
In conclusion, the Permanent Council decided:

· To take note of the presentation by the Chair of the Inter-American Defense Board.

· To request the Inter-American Defense Board to include the information it presented to the Permanent Council in the annual report it would submit to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session for consideration, for the purposes set out in Article 91.f of the OAS Charter.

6. Other business
· Farewell
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The Permanent Council bade farewell to Ambassador Javier Sancho Bonilla, Permanent Representative of Costa Rica.
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�.	The statements and comments made by delegations may be found in the minutes of the meeting, CP/ACTA 1614/07.
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