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Liberty and Social Development Foundation
APPLICATION BY THE LIBERTY AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES PURSUANT TO ARTICLE 6 OF THE GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES 759 (1217/99)]

This document was prepared by the Summits Secretariat to provide information to the OAS Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities on the civil society organization Liberty and Social Development Foundation. The information contained herein is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and includes a list of documentation presented by the Foundation in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines.
1.
Background

The Liberty and Social Development Foundation is a not-for-profit organization formed on November 9, 2006, in Panama City, in the Republic of Panama. It is the representative in Latin America of ABLE (Association for Better Living and Education) International. Its purpose is to reaffirm and promote basic values in society by conducting social improvement programs in the areas of education, literacy, and the rehabilitation of drug addicts and prisoners.  

The Liberty and Social Development Foundation seeks to promote a society free of ills like drugs, crime, and immorality. It also seeks to fight illiteracy, rehabilitate prisoners, and eliminate the factors that generate and precipitate criminal behavior. The Foundation is working in rural communities of Costa Rica and Honduras and in penitentiaries in Panama.  Its headquarters are in Panama City.

The Foundation is financed through governmental agreements, such as the agreement with the Ministry of the Presidency of the Republic of Panama and the National Drug Prevention Commission (CONAPRED), and by contributions from civil society institutions, private enterprises, and other nongovernmental organizations.


The Foundation submitted its application on February 27, 2007.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name:



Fundación Libertad y Desarrollo Social
Address:


Calle Manuel J. Hurtado, Edificio Panorama, Piso 13

La Cresta, Ciudad de Panamá, Republic of Panama
Telephone number:

(507) 223-8259, (507) 6672-1849

E-mail address:


jhom@flydes.org; emunoz@flydes.org
Website:


www.flydes.org

President:


Elvira Muñoz de Hom
Secretary General:

Jairo Hom

Date of establishment:

November 9, 2006
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The Foundation focuses on efforts to improve living conditions for the population, increase public security, and strengthen the state.  Its areas of endeavor are as follows:
· Promoting the protection of human rights;

· Preventing crime by conducting educational campaigns and helping to reduce criminal recidivism resulting from drug use, trafficking, or possession; 

· Strengthening the learning capacity of the population, especially at-risk populations, through programs to prevent school dropouts;

· Rehabilitating the prison population and conducting programs to facilitate social and vocational rehabilitation of detainees through educational programs; 
· Supporting state and justice administration activities in the areas of crime reduction and the rehabilitation of drug addicts and criminals.

4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
In its areas of endeavor the Foundation conducts various activities that could help the OAS to pursue its mission, especially: 
· Implementing programs and projects that encourage the protection of, and respect for, human rights;

· Working to increase literacy in low-income communities;

· Promoting the rehabilitation of drug addicts and the prevention of drug use; 

· Promoting crime prevention and the rehabilitation of criminals in prison, through medical and psychological treatment, organizational approaches, and educational and life-improvement tools;

· Developing employment and productive opportunities by offering social consultancy services and conducting lectures and training programs for individuals confined in prisons.

5.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which the CSO undertakes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives 
The Foundation believes it could contribute to OAS human-rights-promotion and institution-building efforts by:
· Supporting the work of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) by disseminating information on human, economic, social, cultural, and labor rights;
· Supporting the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security in conducting educational programs geared toward crime prevention;
· Publicizing the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, particularly in the area of crime prevention; 

· Supporting and publicizing the work of the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), forming alliances to improve the treatment and rehabilitation of drug abusers.
6.
Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS
· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated February 27, 2007

· Articles of incorporation (November 7, 2006)
· By-laws (November 7, 2006)
· Annual report for 2006

· Institutional mission statement
· Financial statements – December 31, 2006 (Audited by Accountant Luís Carlos Castillo CPA No. 4296)
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