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General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2293 (XXXVII O/07) “Promotion of International Humanitarian Law,” requires that the OAS Office of International Law, in coordination with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), organize a second course on international humanitarian law (IHL) for staff of the permanent missions and the General Secretariat, and other students of the subject.

The course on IHL will last one day and cover the fundamental sources and rules of IHL and its application in the inter-American system.  It will comprise the following modules:

Registration: 8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.

I.
Opening Remarks and Structure of the Course:

Hour: 9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

▪
Ambassador Roberto Alvarez Gil


President, Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs


Permanent Representative of the Dominican Republic

▪
Angela Gussing


Head of Operations – Latin America and the Caribbean


International Committee of the Red Cross

▪
Dante Negro


Director, Office of International Law


Organization of American States

II.
Introduction: Topics Covered in the First Course on IHL:
Hour: 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

▪
Professor: Anton Camen


Legal Advisor for Latin America and the Caribbean 


International Committee of the Red Cross


Mexico City, Mexico
Description: This component of the course will cover the following issues: What are the primary treaty and customary sources of contemporary IHL? What are the differences between ius in bello and ius ad bellum?  What is the definition of an armed conflict?  What persons and objects are protected by IHL? What are the points of convergence between IHL, international human rights law and international criminal law?
▪
Question/Answer Period: 11:00 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.
III.
Protection of Civilians in Modern Conflicts:
Hora: 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

▪
Profesor: Juan Amaya Castro


Professor of International Humanitarian Law

Universidad para la Paz


San Jose, Costa Rica 

Description: This component of the course will cover the following issues: What are the criteria distinguishing combatants from non-combatants? How is the protection of civilians carried out amidst warfare? Are there gaps in protection of victims of armed conflicts. In particular, what is the status and what are the rights of refugees and internally displaced people? How is the status and treatment of detainees determined? What happens to their protected status after the end of hostilities? Key IHL provisions and case studies will be used to discuss specific protections benefiting groups of persons and the situation of captured civilians.

▪
Question/Answer Perios: 12:15 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Lunch break: 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

IV.
Role of IHL in the Inter-American System:
Hour: 2:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.

▪
Professor: John M. Wilson


Legal Adviser, Office of International Law


Organization of American States


Washington, D.C.

Description: This component of the course will cover the following issues: How does the OAS and its member states promote the protection of IHL? What OAS resolutions and Inter-American activities deal directly or indirectly with IHL? How does the OAS promote the protection of persons and objects in armed conflicts? What activities and mandates of the OAS organs, agencies, and entities apply IHL? In what capacities and in what respective spheres does this work impact the implementation of IHL in the region?

▪
Question/Answer Perios: 2:45 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

V.
Implementing and Enforcing International Humanitarian Law Today:
Hora: 3:00 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.

▪
Profesor: Constantino Riquelme Ortiz


Professor of International Humanitarian Law

Universidad Santa Maria La Antigua 


Panama, Panama

Description: This component of the course will cover the following issues: How does IHL view contemporary armed conflicts? What are the problems and practical consequences of categorizing conflicts? What are the thresholds of applicability of IHL? What are the mechanisms, institutions and practices for implementing and enforcing IHL, particularly in the Americas? Case studies will illustrate the application of key IHL concepts and the definition of international and non-international armed conflict and terrorist acts; as well as distinguish situations of internal violence and tensions from armed conflict, depicting the consequences of the differential set of applicable obligations, rights and protections in such situations.  The discussion will also focus on the adoption of domestic laws, the role of preventive measures, and dissemination activities to facilitate the respect and implementation of IHL. Moreover, enforcement of IHL will be examined through the role of the International Criminal Court. Examples will be drawn from contemporary IHL practice in the Americas.

▪
Preguntas y Comentarios: 3:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

VI.
Role of the International Committee of the Red Cross in Current Conflicts:
Hora: 4:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m.

▪
Professor: Angela Gussing


Head of Operations – Latin America and the Caribbean


International Committee of the Red Cross


Geneva, Switzerland

Description: This component of the course will cover the following issues: What are the sources of ICRC's mandate? How are the principles of neutrality, independence and humanity upheld and carried out? What are some of the main challenges in protecting and assisting victims of contemporary armed conflicts? How is the ICRC relevant in peacetime? What are the relations and functions of the ICRC and the national Red Cross and Red Crescent societies? Key insights into this unique organization -- its objectives and principles, how it works, why it works in a certain way and who, ultimately, are the beneficiaries of its actions -- will be provided. 

▪
Preguntas y Comentarios: 4:45 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

VII.
Closing Remarks:
Hour: 5:00 p.m. – 5:15 p.m.

▪
Geoff Loane


Head of Delegation – United States and Canada

International Committee of the Red Cross

Washington, D.C.
▪
Jean Michel Arrighi

Director 


Department of International Legal Affairs

Organization of American States
Distribution of certificates of participation: 5:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
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