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In resolution AG/RES. 2296 (XXXVII-O/07), “Protection of Asylum Seekers and Refugees in the Americas,” the General Assembly instructed the Permanent Council to organize, through the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP) and with support from the Office of International Law of the General Secretariat and the collaboration of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), a special meeting on current topics in international refugee law.

I. Opening session (9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.)
· Opening remarks by Ambassador ROBERTO ÁLVAREZ, Chair of the CAJP and Permanent Representative  of the Dominican Republic
· Presentation by the Office of International Law on the status of the topic of refugee protection at the OAS

II. Proceedings (10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.)

1. Present-day problems and challenges in implementation of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and the 1967 Protocol thereto
(10:00 a.m.–10:45 a.m.)

· GONZALO GONZÁLEZ FIERRO, Director-General of the Office of Refugees, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Integration, Ecuador
· KATYA SOMOHANO, Director of the Mexican Refugee Aid Commission (COMAR)
· MICHEL GABAUDAN, Regional Representative, UNHCR, Washington, D.C.
2. The role of the UNHCR in international refugee protection (10:45 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.)
· MARIO ZAMORA, Director General of Migration, Costa Rica
· GRAINNE O’HARA, UNHCR representative
3. Refugee protection in the inter-American human rights system 
(11:15 a.m.–11:30 a.m.)

· JUAN CARLOS MURILLO, Legal Adviser, UNHCR, Costa Rica
4. Status and implementation of the Mexico Plan of Action (2004):  Regional Resettlement in Solidarity Program, Cities of Solidarity Program, and Borders of Solidarity Program (11:30 a.m.–12:00 noon)

· CARMEN GLORIA DANERI, Head of the Foreign Citizens and Migration Department, Ministry of the Interior, Chile
· ADRIANA ALFONSO, Head of the Office of International Affairs, National Directorate for Migration, Ministry of the Interior, Argentina

5. Interagency cooperation and developments in the care and protection of internally displaced persons (12:00 noon –12:30 p.m.)

· DIEGO ANDRÉS MOLANO APONTE, Director of Social Programs of the Presidential Agency for Social Action and International Cooperation, Colombia
· ROBERTO MIGNONE, Deputy Representative, UNHCR, Colombia
III. Dialogue among the member states and participants (12:30 p.m.)
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