- 2 -



PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE 
OEA/Ser.G

ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CAJP/GT/RDI-60/08


29 January 2008

COMMITTEE ON JURIDICAL AND POLITICAL AFFAIRS
Original: Spanish

Working Group to Prepare

a Draft Inter-American Convention against

Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance
PROPOSED PROCEDURE BY WHICH THE WORKING GROUP TO PREPARE A DRAFT INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST RACISM AND ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AND INTOLERANCE COULD CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS
ON THAT DRAFT
PROPOSED PROCEDURE BY WHICH THE WORKING GROUP TO PREPARE A DRAFT INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION AGAINST RACISM AND ALL FORMS OF DISCRIMINATION AND INTOLERANCE COULD CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS
ON THAT DRAFT
The Chair of the Working Group to Prepare a Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance proposes to the distinguished delegations a procedure for continuing negotiations on the Draft Convention, in accordance with the mandate issued by the General Assembly in resolution AG/RES. 2276 (XXXVII-O/07), “Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance.”

Negotiations will resume as mandated by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session: “taking into account the progress set forth in document CP/CAJP-2357/06 rev. 7, ‘Preliminary Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance’ ….” To that end, the Chair of the Working Group presented, on December 6, consolidated document CAJP/GT/RDI-57/07 corr. 1, based on the contributions of the technical areas of the Organization of American States (OAS) – the Department of International Legal Affairs and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) – so as to incorporate, in a systematic manner, the progress referred to in the mandate received from the General Assembly, and to propose solutions to some of the main structural and language difficulties pointed out by the majority of the delegations throughout the pursuit of the mandate issued by the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth regular session.
The Chair suggests, therefore, that the resumption of negotiations be based on document CAJP/GT/RDI-57/07 corr. 1, the main intent of which is to facilitate resumption of the negotiating process through the adoption of a more orderly and structured text than the one submitted last June for consideration by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh regular session.
The Chair proposes that the discussion of the Draft Convention continue with analysis article by article, starting with the operative paragraphs, as follows:
· Chapter I – (Definitions and Scope of Application);
· Chapter II (Protected Rights);
· Chapter III (Acts and Manifestations of Racism, Discrimination, and Intolerance);
· Chapter IV (Duties of the States);
· Chapter V – (Protective Mechanisms and Monitoring of the Convention);
· Chapter VI (General Provisions);
· Preamble
After reading aloud each article to be considered, the Chair of the Working Group will invite the member state delegations to comment on that article.

The negotiation meetings will be governed by the provisions of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council (CP/doc.1112/80 rev. 4), both as regards the adoption of decisions and as regards the public or private nature of the meetings and other pertinent topics.
If there is consensus, the proposals of the delegations will be incorporated into the text of the Draft Convention.
The participation of civil society organizations will be governed by Permanent Council resolutions CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) of December 15, 1999, “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” and CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) of March 26, 2003, “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”
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