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PROPOSED WORK PLAN OF THE 
Special Committee on Migration issues
I.
Introduction
The Special Committee on Migration Issues was established as a special committee of the Permanent Council on October 24, 2007, as provided in resolution AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07). The Committee’s mandate is to analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, and maintaining for that purpose close contact with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs and the Special Rapporteurship on Migrant Workers and Their Families of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).

The growth of migration worldwide, especially in our Hemisphere, has made practically all states of the Americas countries of origin, transit, and reception of migrants.  The various issues involved, including international protection, security and development, have made migration a topic of special interest to the Organization of American States (OAS).
II.
Background
In response to recommendations made by the Heads of State and Government and adopted at the First, Second, Third, Special, and Fourth Summits of the Americas, the OAS General Assembly undertook important commitments concerning the human rights of migrants.
Other background information on this issue can be found in resolution AG/RES. 2248 (XXXVI-O/06), “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas,” in resolution AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05), in which the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, was adopted, and in the results of the special meeting of the OAS Permanent Council held on May 2, 2007, to consider, analyze, and discuss human migration flows and their impact on members states.

III.
Work Plan
With a view to fulfillment of the tasks indicated in OAS General Assembly resolution AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07), the Chair is pleased to present to the Special Committee for consideration a Proposed Work Plan for the planning and implementation of activities and objectives to that end.  The objectives are described in detail below.

A.
Objectives
The objectives pursued under this Work Plan are:

A.1
As per the mandate given by the OAS General Assembly, to analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law.
A.2
Provide an ongoing forum for exchanging information and effective practices, to develop a common base of understanding of migration management in the region, and foster advances and cooperation on migration issues among OAS member countries. 
B.
Activities

Activities of the Special Committee will be developed over time, and would at first include:

B.1
A migration "mapping" effort, gathering information and producing a matrix of existing legal frameworks and, as appropriate, basic migration regulations, policies and programs  for OAS countries. 

B.2
Discussion on the various OAS countries' definitions of migration categories (such as irregular migrant, temporary foreign worker, temporary resident, refugee, asylum seeker, etc.), to provide a basis for shared understanding of the hemisphere's migration approaches, and clarify areas where cooperation or common interests could be advanced.
B.3
Sharing information on migration flows within the hemisphere. 


B.4
Follow-up activities:


Additional Work Plan themes and activities will be developed as the previous two steps progress.
C.
Work Plan follow-up procedure
It is recommended that the Special Committee meet once a month.
Participation by academics at Special Committee meetings can be sought, and the Special Committee may install working groups for specific tasks when its members consider them advisable and  necessary.
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