
PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE 
OEA/Ser.G


ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CE/AM-7/08



30 January 2008


SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON MIGRATION ISSUES
Original: Spanish/English
ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT AND/OR UNDER WAY IN THE ORGANIZATION
IN THE AREA OF MIGRATION
ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT AND/OR UNDER WAY IN THE ORGANIZATION
IN THE AREA OF MIGRATION

As requested by the Special Committee on Migration Issues, the Secretariat hereby presents the following report that attempts to summarize the range of programs and activities on the issue of migration that have been carried out  with the participation of dependencies of the General Secretariat. Input for this report was received from the following areas:

· Office of International Law of the Department of International Legal Affairs

· Inter-American Commission on Human Rights

· Secretariat for Multidimentional Security as Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (cicte)
· Inter-American Commission of Women

· Inter-American Children Institute

I.
OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL LAW OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL LEGAL AFFAIRS
The main efforts of the OAS with respect to migration include the protection of the human rights of migrants through its Special Rapporteurship and the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families (the “Program”).
In this capacity, the Office of International Law provides support to OAS political bodies and member states in the drafting of the Inter-American Program, the cornerstone in OAS efforts in this area.
The Program is designed around a set of activities, guidelines and best practices for OAS, member states, international organizations and civil society to follow. The basic purpose is to promote the exchange of best practices and cooperation among sending, transit, and receiving countries in order to fully respect and protect the human rights of all migrants and promote more effective exchange of information on legislation and migration policies. 

The Office of International Law lends support to the OAS General Secretariat, through the office of the Secretary General, and to its Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, in various important activities for the implementation of the Program.
Among the activities of the Program that have taken place, the Office participates and will continue actively participating in the following manner: in drafting the program; in organizing and participating in the Working Group on the Program; in organizing and participating in the annual sessions of the Program; in drafting the annual reports of the program; in supporting the different organs, organisms and entities of the OAS and in implementing the Program and presenting its reports to the General Assembly; and members, among others.
The Office also assists the Secretary General to develop a Work Plan for the implementation of the Program and to organize Meetings of Experts to make recommendations on migrants to the Summit of the Americas.
In this way, the General Assembly entrusted the Office of International Law to, in addition to its support functions to the political bodies, disseminate the Inter-American Program in its classes, seminars, publication, website, and other activities. To this effect, the Office, in coordination with the International Organization for Migration (IOM), will hold a course on the Program at the OAS Headquarters on February 15, 2008.
For detailed information, on the Inter-American Program and the role of the Office of International Law on this matter, please see: www.oas.org/dil/migrant_workers.htm. 

II.
INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS
In 2007, the Special Rapporteurship on Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families continued its promotional and advisory work.  Commissioner Freddy Gutiérrez discharged his responsibilities as Rapporteur in the area until July 2007, when the IACHR appointed Commissioner Florentín Meléndez.
In February 2007, Commissioner Gutiérrez took part in the annual meeting on implementation of the Inter-American Program for the promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, including Migrant Workers and Their Families.  That meeting was organized by the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council and took place at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C.  In addition, the Executive Secretary of the IACHR, Santiago A. Canton, represented the IACHR during the special meeting of the Permanent Council of the Organization on the “Migrant population and Migration Flows in the Americas,” which took place on May 2, 2007 at OAS headquarters.  

For his part, Commissioner Florentín Meléndez, took part as a speaker at the Seventh Andean Region Course on Human Rights, on November 2007, in Lima, Peru, on “The Human Rights of Migrants in the Andean Region.”

Within the Executive Secretariat, the Special Rapporteurship has continued to lend its assistance and examine petitions and requests for precautionary measures received by the Commission in connection with migrant workers.  It has also followed the process of installation of the Special Committee on Migration Issues established by the OAS Permanent Council and it has proffered advice on the activities of the Rapporteurship in that area.
Finally, it should be pointed out that in November 2006 a major donation was received from the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to finance the activities of the Rapporteurship. The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights underscored the valuable nature of that support and said it trusted that the interest shown by other states and organizations would also materialize in the form of financial contributions.
III. 
SECRETARIAT FOR MULTIDIMENTIONAL SECURITY AS SECRETARIAT OF THE Inter-American Committee Against terrorism (cicte)
In September 2004, the CICTE Secretariat entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the International Organization for Migration (IOM) to conduct assessments in up to 12 Caribbean countries of their border management and migration systems.  Working closely with these governments to assess their migration organization, border controls, and management of regular and irregular migration, IOM has focused on identifying gaps and producing recommendations in selected areas of international migration structures and procedures.  The CICTE Secretariat has facilitated contact with the Member States through its National Point of Contacts network and assisted IOM in organization of its visits.
Areas reviewed have included: 

· Policy, legislation, regulatory and institutional framework for managing the orderly movement of people, complying with international conventions, and controlling irregular migration; 

· The operational systems used to support and enact the policies, including border management technology and travel document issuance systems;
· The human resource development systems that support the various cadres working in migration management functions;
· The mechanisms for collaboration with regional and extra-regional countries in addressing migration management challenges of common concern. 

The project has two phases. The first phase calls for the host countries to complete and submit a questionnaire to IOM on selected migration and border management issues. In the second phase of the project, experts from IOM visit the countries and conduct an assessment of the various pieces of legislation, and operational policies regarding migration, border management, and travel document issuance. Experts from IOM also hold consultations with the relevant government officials during the second phase. Building on the information provided by each of the listed Caribbean Governments in their pre-assessment questionnaire, through an in-country assessment, and data analysis conducted during this project, IOM prepares a detailed assessment report to identify weaknesses within the government’s border management and migration control systems, and to make recommendations to address them in both a holistic and targeted manner.  These reports remain the property of the host country, but may form the basis of follow-on training, such as that provided by IOM to Trinidad and Tobago in 2007.
To date IOM has completed assessment exercises in eight countries:  Antigua and Barbuda, Barbados, The Bahamas, Belize, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Trinidad and Tobago.  Two last countries are scheduled for February and March 2008—for a final total of 10 countries under the project which ends in April 2008.
IV.
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (SEDI)

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT

Background

The Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), of the Department of Social Development and Employment, is the Technical Secretariat of the Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML), which is recognized as the Hemisphere’s leading forum for debating and reaching political decisions on priorities and actions required in connection with labor issues.  Dating back to 1963, the IACML is the oldest sectoral conference of the Organization of American States (OAS).
In recent years, the IACML has attached greater importance to migration issues, particularly as regards the labor rights of migrant workers.  The Declaration of Mexico, adopted by the region’s Ministers of Labor at the XIV IACML in 2005, established the following mandate, which was taken up again and supplemented at the IV Summit of the Americas: “We reaffirm that all migrants, regardless of their immigration status, should be granted the full protection of human rights and the full observance of the labor laws applicable to them, including the principles and labor rights embodied in the ILO Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work.”
During the XIV IACML, held in Trinidad and Tobago in 2007, the Ministers of Labor reaffirmed their commitment to promote and protect the human rights of migrant workers and their families, taking into account the resolutions of the OAS General Assembly and the Inter-American Program on the subject.
Activities Carried Out
Within the framework of the mandates assigned to the Technical Secretariat by the Ministers of Labor of the region through the IACML, the DSDE/SEDI has engaged in the following activities:

1. Hemispheric Workshop “Migrant Workers: Protection of their Labor Rights and Labor Market Programs,” held in Ottawa, Canada, on November 28 and 29, 2006.  That workshop was one of the activities run by the Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (INLA/RIAL), which is the IACML’s horizontal cooperation mechanism, financed by the Government of Canada.

This Workshop was coordinated by the DSDE. Participants included representatives of the labor ministries and other government institutions of 28 member states, representatives of international organizations, such as the International Labour Organization (ILO), and several observers.  One notable participant was the Special Rapporteur for Migrant Workers and Their Families of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights.  During the Workshop, participants exchanged experiences and sound practices for the promotion of the labor rights of migrant workers, as well as specific bilateral programs and agreements aimed at achieving orderly management of migration flows.  The specific experiences analyzed included programs and agreements of Canada, Mexico, Brazil, United States, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Peru, Saint Kitts and Nevis, and Trinidad and Tobago.  The DSDE has prepared a web page on the Workshop, containing all the information regarding it, including the names of participants, remarks, presentations, papers, and summaries: www.sedi.oas.org/ddse/migrantes.

Among the major issues highlighted by the workshop were, in particular, the need to achieve orderly and transparent management of labor migration; the importance of bilateral or multilateral social security agreements permitting pension transfers; the need for legal, political, and ethical consistency in migration management; the importance of remittances; dissemination and communication strategies for informing migrant workers of their rights; the imperative need for cooperation between countries sending migrants and those receiving them; the coordination, legal enforcement, inspection, and surveillance functions of labor ministries in the management of the migration process; as well as others.
The outcomes of the workshop provide valuable material for those designing and pursuing labor migration policies and programs.
2. The DSDE provides liaison between the Labor Ministries of the region and the Inter-American Migrants Program, adopted by the OAS General Assembly in 2005; as such, it produces periodic reports on the subject in both spheres.
In other spheres of the IACML, such as its working groups, experiences have been shared regarding programs for promoting respect for the labor rights of migrant workers. National and international developments in this area are being closely monitored, especially the Inter-American Program and the United Nations High-Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development.
	V.  REPORT PREPARED BY THE CIM:
STATUS OF ACTIVITIES AND PROJECTS ON THE SUBJECT OF GENDER AND MIGRATION 

	Title of Project: Case Studies 
The Impact of Female Migration in Nicaragua and El Salvador

	Objective/description of the Project
	Mandates
	Status of the Project
	

	Study of female migration in El Salvador and Nicaragua This case study analyzes the impact of female migration in these two countries, emphasizing the positive facets of the phenomenon for women and their families.  This impact includes both financial remittances and the social impact of the phenomenon on women and their families.

	Plan of Action of the First Summit of the Americas in which governments ratified their commitment to protect and respect the human rights of all migrant workers and their families. That commitment was reiterated in the Plan of Action of the Second Summit of the Americas held in Santiago, Chile; in the Declaration of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Canada; and in the Declaration of Nueva León, adopted at the Special Summit of the Americas in Monterrey, Mexico, in January 2004. The Strategic Plan for Cooperation for Development 2002-2005 of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) highlighted support for vulnerable groups, such as migrant workers, as a priority in the implementation of policies and programs designed to facilitate access to the labor market and improve working conditions. 
OAS General Assembly resolutions: AG/RES. 1717 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1775  (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1898 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1928 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2027 (XXXIV-O/04)  AG/RES. 2130 (XXXV-O/05);  AG/RES.2224 (XXXVI-O/06); and AG/RES. 2289 (XXXVII-O/07).
“The Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families” (AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05) instructed the CIM: 
i). Conduct research on female migration and its impact on family structure, the labor market, and migration control, inter alia.
ii). Develop policies and programs designed to protect migrant women and their families, in particular women heads of household, and to combat violence against women.  


	Under way. 
The First Draft has been written and is being revised by CIM specialists.
Tentative date for finalization of the study: February 15, 2008. 

	

	Title of Project: Database on Gender and Migration

	Objective:
	Mandate
	Status of the Project 
	


	Plan of Action of the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile, in which the Heads of State and Government expressed their determination to “seek full compliance with, and protection of, the human rights of all migrants, including migrant workers, and their families, and adopt effective measures, including the strengthening of public awareness, to prevent and eradicate violations of human rights and eliminate all forms of discrimination against them.” 

 “The Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families” (AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05) instructed the CIM to: 
i). Develop policies and programs designed to protect migrant women and their families, in particular women heads of household, and to combat violence against women.  
ii). Promote mechanisms for the safe return and reintegration of trafficking victims and special procedures to protect juvenile victims of trafficking.

	Under way. 
Scheduled date for completing identification of the information: January 31, 2008.
Tentative date for launching the database in Internet: February 28, 2008. 

	
	

	Project: Gender and Migration Observatory: Pilot Project for Central America


	Objective:
	Mandate
	Status of the Project 
	

	Establishment and consolidation of observatories on the media in relation to migration and gender in Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia, and the Dominican Republic based on the successful experience of Costa Rica’s Migration Observatory (www.conamaj.go.cr/observatorio).
Women migrants endure dual discrimination, as women and as foreigners. They constantly have to deal with violations of their human rights. Many are exposed to exploitation and violence and may become victims of trafficking in persons. They are constantly exposed to discrimination and xenophobia in ways that violate their dignity as human beings. This has major psychological repercussions affecting women’s self-esteem, performance, and numerous aspects of their lives. Racism and xenophobia are social constructs, with the media playing a major role in the process. 
The Observatory’s function is to provide a forum for interaction and the generation of accurate, balanced, and timely information for all those working on female migration, with a special focus on professionals in journalism and the media, as shapers of public opinion.
It principal objective is to trigger more awareness of citizens’ information requirements and to foster greater social and public appreciation of these issues, actual implementation of the right to information, and increased social participation in the construction and use of that information. 

Phase I: Establishment of a database to feed into and facilitate development of Phase II of the project.
This data base will comprise the following:
Component No. 1: Description of the principal written, radio, or television media, with digital access, in each participating country, with emphasis on those specializing in gender issues.  
Component No. 2: Identification of possible members of the Institutional Board of Trustees for the Observatory in each of the participating countries (on the understanding that they would be representatives of institutions or of those institutions that could, potentially, sponsor the Observatory) and identification of the institutions, organizations, or individuals working in the area of female migration in each of the countries.  
Component No. 3: A digital library of the studies, articles, diagnostic assessments, and publications by recognized authors and institution on the subject of female migration that might guide or feed into critical reading of the news items to be analyzed in the Observatory. 
Phase II: 
Promotion and establishment of migration and gender observatories in participating countries, based on Costa Rica’s experience.
	Plan of Action of the First Summit of the Americas in which governments ratified their commitment to protect and respect the human rights of all migrant workers and their families.
Plan of Action of the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile, in which the heads of State and Government expressed their determination “to...protect the rights of migrant workers and their families…” and in that respect established that the Governments “… of each country [would] guarantee the human rights of all migrants, including migrant workers and their families” and would seek “full compliance with, and protection of, the human rights of all migrants, including migrant workers, and their families, and adopt effective measures, including the strengthening of public awareness, to prevent and eradicate violations of human rights and eliminate all forms of discrimination against them, particularly racial discrimination, xenophobia, and related intolerance.” In addition, they would “protect all migrant workers and their families, through law enforcement and information campaigns, from becoming victims of exploitation and abuse from alien smuggling; prevent abuse and mistreatment of all migrant workers by employers or any authorities entrusted with the enforcement of migration policies and border control; and encourage and promote respect for the cultural identity of all migrants.” 
Declaration of the Third Summit of the Americas;  the Declaration of Nueva León, adopted at the Special Summit of the Americas in Monterrey, Mexico, in January 2004. 
The Strategic Plan for Cooperation for Development 2002-2005 of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) highlighted support for vulnerable groups, such as migrant workers, as a priority in the implementation of policies and programs designed to facilitate access to the labor market and improve working conditions. 
OAS General Assembly resolutions: AG/RES. 1717 (XXX-O/00), AG/RES. 1775  (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1898 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1928 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 2027 (XXXIV-O/04)  AG/RES. 2130 (XXXV-O/05);  AG/RES.2224 (XXXVI-O/06); and AG/RES. 2289 (XXXVII-O/07).
“The Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families” (AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05) instructed the CIM: 
i). Develop policies and programs designed to protect migrant women and their families, in particular women heads of household, and to combat violence against women.  
ii). Promote mechanisms for the safe return and reintegration of trafficking victims and special procedures to protect juvenile victims of trafficking.

	The first phase of this project has begun and the tentative completion date is January 31, 2008.
Phase II is subject to the identification of the funds needed.
	


MIGRATION – ACTIVITIES OF THE IIN, 2006-2007

January 28, 2008

	Country / Forum / Counterpart
	Type of Activity
	Description
	Outcomes

	Ibero-American Conference of Ministers and High-Level Officials responsible for Child and Adolescent Affairs, “Migration and its Effects on the Rights of Children and Adolescents,” October 5-7, 2006, Montevideo
	Keynote lecture
	“Migrations, from solidarity to insensitivity: an overdue but latent debate.”
	Use of the keynote lecture as a basis of discussion in the technical working groups, especially in determining the conclusions and recommendations adopted at the conclusion of the Ibero-American Conference. The document should become a source of guidance in formulating policy oriented towards the rights of unaccompanied children and adolescents.

	III NGO Forum on the Children and Adolescents of Ibero-America, Thematic Committee on “Migrations,” October 3-5, 2006, Montevideo
	Technical assistance
	The IIN played an active part, together with the Technical Committee (NGOs and international organizations)
	Working document for the Forum.  Civil society organizations interacting in the Hemisphere play a more important part in connection with rights-oriented public policies on migration. The conclusions should become guidelines for civil society/member state relations of cooperation.

	III Conference of the Latin American and Caribbean Network Childwatch International, “Childhood and Youth: Dislocations and Changes,” July 17-19, 2006, Mexico City 
	Research
	Took part in the roundtable discussion
	A research paper entitled "Children, Rights, and Migration," prepared specifically for the meeting.  It establishes a regional work program, assigning the IIN a key role in coordinating this research, in which academic institutions and international organizations also take part.

	Inter-American Center against Disappearance, Exploitation, and Trafficking, April 2006
	General cooperation agreement / dissemination
	Specific observations on probable situations of extreme vulnerability that a child or an adolescent may undergo in connection with migration
	Joint participation in the “Launching of the International Campaign to Find Disappeared Children” on May 25, 2006, International Disappeared Children’s Day, and dissemination of the www.latinoamericanosdesaparecidos.org/voluntarios.php?  Web page to identify volunteers to detect and prevent the disappearance of children of the inter-American system.

	Save the Children Sweden, March 2006
	General cooperation agreement / research
	An outcome of meticulous research focusing on two broad areas: the policies developed in this field by the countries in the inter-American system, as expressed in their National Action Plans, and an exhaustive directory of national laws and regulations specifically related to commercial sexual exploitation and closely related laws and regulations, such as those governing migration policies in Latin America
	"Comprehensive Study of Laws and Public Policies against the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children in Latin America." 

This study constitutes an up-to-date directory of legislation and public policies in this field with special impact for different public entities of member states.  It provides guidance in formulating subregional projects to prevent, eradicate, and assist child victims of commercial sexual exploitation.

	OAS General Assembly [(AG/RES. 1667 (XXIX-O/99)]
	Report
	Points to the serious consequences of migration for child victims of such abuse.
	Seventh (2006) and Eighth (2007) Report to the OAS Secretary General on the Situation of Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children and Adolescents in the Americas. The reports’ descriptive content and quantitative analysis contribute to the adoption and policies and decisions in the inter-American system promoting strong impetus to the examination and review of specific public policies. Inclusion in the study’s action plan of the causes of migration and its negative effects on children’s welfare and rights represents, in defining the IIN’s work program, a priority area in providing States with assistance, advice, human resource training, and cooperation in strengthening systems for mutual assistance among member states, especially subregions where migration has greatest impact.

	82nd Regular Meeting of the Directing Council of the IIN, July 2007, Cartagena, Colombia
	2007-2011 Action Plan
	Deals extensively with migration.
	In fulfillment of the mandate of the OAS General Assembly to the IIN [AG/RES. 2141 (XXXV-O/05)] 

	OAS General Assembly [(AG/RES. 2028 (XXXIV-O4)]
	“Inter-American Program of Cooperation to Prevent and Remedy Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents”
	Because of its social, family-related, and legal nature, this Program frequently has links with migration issues, as a result of which prevention and remedial policies require a structural and case-by-case approach.
	The Program entails, among other activities:
a. Permanent coordination with Hague Convention representatives 

b. Organizing the first meeting of government experts with the participation of the central government authorities of member states of the Organization of American States.
c.
Generating a preliminary draft model law for Preventing and Remedying Cases of International Abduction of Children by One of Their Parents.

	Regional program for the prevention and eradication of commercial sexual exploitation (Save the Children Sweden; Center for Latin American Migration Studies (CEMLA); and Defense for Children International (Argentina and Paraguay)- Training Seminar and Roundtable Discussion on Consensus-building, Formosa, Argentina, October 2007
	Technical assistance
	Recognizes as a principal source of conflict the situation of children living near borders in the Southern Cone of Latin America, especially in connection with migration between Argentina, Brazil, and Paraguay.
	The technical assistance provided by the IIN under this program has enabled prevention strategies to be strengthened at the subregional level, especially supporting civil society initiatives and in coordination with public entities at the local level. One outcome of the training promoted by said program, in which IIN experts took part, was the large number of social and religious leaders and educators trained.

	Latin America and Caribbean Regional Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
	Cooperation
	General Observation No. 6 refers to trafficking in unaccompanied minors, separated from their families, and outside their country of origin, and constitutes a body of doctrine that is highly specialized in protection of migrant unaccompanied children that should become a core component for the design and execution of public policies.
	The publication “Políticas Públicas y Derechos Humanos del Niño – Observaciones Generales del Comité de los Derechos del Niño” [Public policies and the human rights of the child - General observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child]. Dissemination of General Observation No. 6 among all member state representatives has provided a valuable technical, principle-based tool adopted by the United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child, whose content reflects the diversity of situations and challenges for member states in addressing adequately the trafficking of unaccompanied minors, separated from their families, and outside their countries of origin. Five hundred copies have been published and distributed. 

	States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of the Child
	Technical assistance 
	To states requesting it, paying particular attention to the protection of the rights of migrant children.
	Preparation of the periodic report.
Implementation of the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. The different member states that have requested IIN technical assistance for both preparation of the periodic report and implementation of the recommendations invariably include a section on the situation of migrant children. This is not solely an outcome of the presentation of reports, but also has impact on the development of national and regional public policies.

	ECPAT INTERNATIONAL, Save the Children Sweden, November 2007
	General cooperation agreement
	To combat the commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents
	An Observatory is being planned on this subject and on the relationship between this form of violence and migration.

	Mission of an IIN Senior Specialist, at the invitation of the Government of Mexico, December 2007

	Fourth International Congress on the Rights of the Child (State of Sonora)
	Lecture
	On child abuse especially in connection with unaccompanied, repatriated, or deported migrant children.
	The mission of the State of Sonora promoted in-depth knowledge of the undesirable effects of migration on children and adolescents, especially on Mexico’s northern border, and of the efforts of the Federal Government and the State of Sonora to mitigate the consequences of this problem.

	National System for the Integral Development of the Family (DIF)
	Public conference
	"Child and Juvenile Migration in Latin America and Rights-oriented Public Policies"
	The presentation was given to an audience composed of DIF authorities and officials and civil society representatives.  The conference provided an up-to-date overview of the problem, the IIN declaring its commitment to play an active part, both in providing technical assistance for Mexico’s national legislation and regulations, as well as training, and, in the framework of the inter-American system, to promoting initiatives to strengthen interregional cooperation.

	
	Planning
	Discussion with national authorities in that field about the possibility of organizing a subregional meeting on improving mechanisms for protecting the rights of migrant children in the Americas, particular on Mexico’s northern and southern borders.
	Consideration of the initiatives proposed at these working meetings will continue at the next inter-American meeting to exchange experience, organized by the IIN and DIF, to be held in the State of Querétaro on April 24 and 25, 2008. 

	First Seminar on Child Fosterage: Another Option for Living in a Family: (State of Nuevo León)
	Keynote lecture
	Relating fostering to the different types of vulnerability of migrant children.

	The outcomes of this seminar underscored the importance of a family and community-oriented approach to general aspects of caring for children deprived of parental care that need to be addressed, especially in connection with unaccompanied minor children. The exchange with representatives of the United States judicial system and of other areas with competence in this area enabled risk factors to be identified on both sides of the border.

	Secretary for Foreign Affairs of the United Mexican States
	Official visit to IIN Headquarters
	She was informed of the outcomes of the recent mission to her country and, especially, of the reciprocal interest in promoting a subregional meetings to analyze in greater depth and to expand mechanisms for comprehensive protection of the rights of migrant–especially unaccompanied–children. The Institute reaffirmed its commitment to cooperating with all member states in addressing this issue.
	It has been possible to propose, at the highest level of the Federal Government and within the framework of specific competences and authorities of the inter-American system, the inclusion on the agenda for this meeting of the IIN’s interest in contributing to better member state public policy definition. 
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