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DG No. 022/08

Montevideo, February 1, 2008

Ambassador

Dr. Izben Williams

Chair of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

Permanent Representative of St. Kitts and Nevis to the OAS

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Ambassador:

It is my pleasure to send you the following in reply to your kind note of December 6, 2007.

By way of introduction, I would like to send you the IIN’s mission statement as it is set forth in the Strategic Plan 2007-2011, which was adopted at the 82nd Regular Meeting of the IIN Directing Council, in Cartagena, Colombia, in July 2007: To contribute to the development of public policies ensuring the promotion and exercise of children's rights within the framework of strengthened Democratic Governance in the OAS Member States by promoting cooperation with Civil Society and the creation of a culture based on children's rights and well-being.
Bearing in mind the multidimensional scope referred to in the Declaration of Security in the Americas, which contributes to peace-building, integral development, and social justice based on democratic values; the observance, promotion, and defense of human rights; solidarity; cooperation; and respect for national sovereignty, we consider that the Inter-American Children’s Institute, as a specialized organization of the OAS in that field, can cooperate with the commitments and actions established in that important Declaration.
We trust that this information will be of use to you and remain at your disposal should you have any further queries.


Sincerely,


María de los Dolores Aguilar Marmolejo


Director General




REPORT ON MEASURES AND ACTIONS UNDERTAKEN BY THE IIN
IN RELATION TO IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION 

ON SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS
· Cooperation with OAS entities

We would like to draw attention to existing cooperation mechanisms between the IIN and the following, as well as other OAS bodies:

· Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM)

· Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
· Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) 
· Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
· Department for the Prevention of Threats against Public Security
· Commercial sexual exploitation of children
In 2007, the IIN submitted to the OAS Secretary General its eighth report on actions taken by the member states to combat the commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents in the Americas.

A Survey was also conducted, jointly with Save the Children-Sweden, on Legislation and Public Policies against Child Commercial Sexual Exploitation in Latin America.  It is posted on our web site.
In November 2007, a cooperation agreement was signed by Save the Children, ECPAT International, and the IIN to establish the legal grounds for projects and actions specifically directed against the commercial sexual exploitation of children and adolescents and, in particular, to begin establishing a Regional Observatory aimed at strengthening the capacity of governments and of organized civil society to undertake protective actions against sexual exploitation and other forms of violence.
· Trafficking and smuggling

The IIN took part in the Seminar on Trafficking in Persons, organized by the Department of Public Security of the OAS and held in Chile on December 5 and 6, 2007.

A project entitled “Strengthening Rights-Oriented Public Policies Aimed at Preventing Trafficking in Children and Adolescents in the Caribbean Subregion” was presented to the United States representative on the IIN’s Directing Council and subsequently forwarded to the OAS General Secretariat.
In addition, another project entitled “Strengthening of Democratic Processes for Effective Governance of the Human Rights of Children and Adolescents in Haiti” was presented to the Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, the Permanent Mission of Haiti to the OAS, and to the OAS Office in Haiti.

· Gangs
The IIN, in the person of Principal Specialist Dr. Norberto Liwski, attended the Subregional Conference on the Culture of Peace and Prevention of Juvenile Violence. Central America, Mexico, and the Dominican Republic, which was held in San José, Costa Rica, on November 15 and 16.  The IIN is a party to the agreements reached at that Conference, which was organized by the UNDP, UNICEF, the Ibero-American General Secretariat (SEGIB), the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, and the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Costa Rica.
· Migration

The IIN participated in the one-day training seminar and round-table of the Regional Program for the Prevention and Eradication of Commercial Sexual Exploitation, organized by Save the Children-Sweden, the Latin American Center for Migration Studies (CEMLA), and Defense for Children International (Argentina and Paraguay), and held in Formosa, Argentina, in October 2007. The technical assistance to that Regional Program recognizes as a principal source of conflict the situation of children living near borders in the Southern Cone of Latin America, especially in connection with migration between Argentina, Brazil, and Paraguay.
At the invitation of the Government of Mexico, the IIN sent a mission through Dr. Norberto Liwski (Senior Specialist) from December 5 to 11. It included the following activities:

Participation in the Fourth International Congress on the Rights of the Child (State of Sonora), with a presentation on child abuse especially in connection with unaccompanied, repatriated, or deported migrant children.

On December 7 a public lecture was delivered in Mexico City on Child and Juvenile Migration in Latin America and Rights-oriented Public Policies, organized by the National System for the Integral Development of the Family (DIF).  Subsequently, there was a discussion with national authorities in that field about the possibility of organizing a subregional meeting on improving mechanisms for protecting the rights of migrant children in the Americas, particular on Mexico’s northern and southern borders.
Participation in the “First Seminar on Child Fosterage: Another Option for Living in a Family: (State of Nuevo León), with a keynote lecture relating fostering to the different types of vulnerability of migrant children.

· Inter-American Democratic Charter
Together with what was then the OAS Unit for the Promotion of Democracy, the IIN produced a video and an illustrated book to promote the Inter-American Democratic Charter.  They can be accessed on our web site.
· Good Governance
The IIN developed a project entitled “Strengthening Good Governance in the Inter-American System for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Children and Adolescents,” which it submitted to the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), the idea being to implement it in representative states of the subregions in the Hemisphere.  The arrangements for this project are in the final stages of approval.  It is expected to get under way in the first quarter of this year.
· “Public Policies and Children’s Human Rights – General Comments of the Committee on the Rights of the Child”

Editing of this publication, jointly with the Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean of the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.

· Drug addiction
Tapping the considerable experience acquired by the IIN with technical assistance, research, and training in the area of drug addiction, a General Cooperation Agreement was signed with the Ibero-American Network of Nongovernmental Organizations working in Drug Addiction (RIOD).
· Environment
The IIN has produced a video related to protection of the environment, entitled “Queremos al Agua” (We Love Water). It is available on our web site.

· Gender perspective
The IIN is currently working with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) to coordinate parts of the Special Meeting of the OAS Permanent Council on multidimensional aspects of HIV/AIDS.  The IIN will put together the panel on childhood, youth, security, and HIV-AIDS. 
Av. 8 de Octubre 2904, Casilla de Correo 16212, Montevideo (11600) – Tel. (5982) 487 2150  Fax: (5982) 487 3242


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:iin@oas.org" ��iin@oas.org� – Web Site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.iin.oea.org" ��www.iin.oea.org�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP19513E04�





�


Inter-American Children’s Institute








SPECIALIZED ORGAN OF THE OAS





SPECIALIZED ORGAN OF THE OAS





�


Inter-American Children’s Institute











�.	Pursuant to the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2274 (XXXVII-O/07).





