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Ambassador Izben Williams, Permanent Representative, St. Kitts and Nevis, and Chairman of the Committee on Hemispheric Security

Secretary General, Jose Miguel Insulza

Distinguished Ambassadors and Permanent Representatives,

Permanent Observers, our special guests today:
Ambassador Perla Carvahlo Soto, Assistant Secretary General of the Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America and the Caribbean (OPANAL); and 

Ambassador Tibor Tóth, Executive Secretary of the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization (CTBTO). 

Ambassador Alexandre Addor-Netto, Secretary for Multidimensional Security

Distinguished delegates

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Today, we meet in this Special Session of the Committee on Hemispheric Security to recognize the importance of two unique and substantive instruments in the area of arms control and non-proliferation: one is the Treaty of Tlatelolco, considered one of the most significant contributions to the establishment of an international regime for the non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction in the Americas; and the other is the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty. 


In 1967, before the advent of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) and at the height of the Cold War, the states of Latin America signed the Treaty of Tlatelolco, creating the world’s first regional Nuclear Weapons Free Zone.  Today Latin America and the Caribbean are undoubtedly examples in the global non-proliferation process for other regions.


We must applaud the then political leaders of Latin America and the Caribbean, who signed the Treaty, for their commitment to peace, stability and security, and of course, in the current context, it is our expectation, that this noble and realistic commitment can be sustained in today’s political and security environment in the Americas. 

By establishing the world’s first zone-free nuclear -weapons in a densely populated area, the Treaty of Tlatelolco set an important precedent in devaluing the role of nuclear weapons—thereby contributing to regional peace and security and ensuring that Latin America and the Caribbean remain free of nuclear weapons.

In this context, it is appropriate to recall the words of Ambassador Vargas Carreño, previous Secretary General of OPANAL, during the Special Session of 2007, when he reiterated that the Treaty of Tlatelolco was farsighted in ridding the region of the danger of a nuclear weapons arms race with the worst possible kind of arms. 

This was also underscored by OAS member states in last year’s Special Session, when countries recognized the Treaty’s deterrent value, and its role in preventing the start of an arms race in this region.

Member states also expressed their commitment to achieving total disarmament and nonproliferation and their support for the universalization of similar multilateral agreements, with the aim of ensuring that nuclear materials are used for peaceful purposes.  


It is therefore quite appropriate to recognize the valuable role both the Treaty of Tlatelolco and the Comprehensive Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) hold in the current OAS institutional security framework, which includes a diverse range of hemispheric legal instruments, treaties, ad hoc mechanisms for peace-building, the resolution of conflict, and confidence and security building measures that deal with both traditional and non-traditional security threats.  
The Declaration on Security of the Americas, signed in Mexico City in 2003, acknowledges the importance of the establishment of the first nuclear-weapon-free zone, and underscores the fundamental contribution nuclear weapon-free-zones have made to international peace, security, and stability.  
The historic effort of Latin America and the Caribbean to achieve full implementation of the Tlatelolco Treaty should serve as an important model for other regions with a growing interest in attaining similar goals.
Thirty-two of our Latin American and Caribbean member states have signed and ratified the Treaty of Tlatelolco.  Additionally, the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, which seeks to ban all nuclear explosions, has been signed by thirty-one OAS member states, and ratified by twenty-nine. 
The Organization is equally pleased that Colombia has recently ratified the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, on January 29th, 2008. 
The CTBT represents an important instrument for ensuring the cessation of nuclear-weapon test explosions or any other nuclear explosions, and constitutes an effective nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation measure. 


To this end, the OAS will continue to be our regions most steadfast compass and proponent of peace and security in the Americas. Its principal commitment, as is well known, is to continue its support to member states in mitigating and preventing conflict within, as well as between and among states.  

The 20th century represented a period of many armed conflicts and insecurity caused by concerns about the balance of power, arms race, superpower confrontation, and deterrence, creating in many regions long periods of instability and uncertainty.  

We now must strive to make the 21st century a period of renewed peace and order between states, ensuring an environment conducive to achieving social, political and economic progress, as well as security for all the Peoples of the Americas.
We must continue our efforts to establish a hemispheric-wide security arrangement that is updated, which includes new threats and approaches to the maintenance of peace and deterrence of conflict.  We have to continue promoting the mutual reinforcing concepts and objectives of democracy, development, and security, which the OAS, under the current leadership, has not only embraced but also put into practice.

I believe that no civilization can survive in an environment of constant threat. I am also of the opinion that no civilization can survive if social and economic progress is made impossible. And there is no doubt in my mind that no civilization can survive with a continuation of the human, psychological, economic, financial and environmental costs of wars and conflicts.
The human kind has come long way and has made progress in many areas. In this area of peace and security we need to do better. We need to enhance the level of cooperation and mobilize the political will and commitment at all levels to maintain peace and stability in the world and especially in the Western Hemisphere.

Mr. Chairman, distinguished delegates, I wish you a successful special session. 

Thank you.
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�.	In keeping with resolutions AG/RES. 2273 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2298 (XXXVII-O/07).





