PAGE  
- 2 -


Joint Working Group of the
OEA/Ser.T/VIII


Permanent Council and CEPCIDI
GTC/CASA/doc.56/08

ON THE DRAFT Social Charter of the Americas
7 February 2007



Original: Spanish
PROPOSAL BY THE DELEGATIONS OF ARGENTINA, BOLIVIA, BRAZIL,
ECUADOR, NICARAGUA, URUGUAY, AND VENEZUELA FOR CHAPTER III
OF THE OPERATIVE SECTION OF THE DRAFT Social Charter of the Americas
PROPOSAL BY THE DELEGATIONS OF ARGENTINA, BOLIVIA, BRAZIL,

ECUADOR, NICARAGUA, URUGUAY, AND VENEZUELA FOR CHAPTER III 

OF THE OPERATIVE SECTION OF THE DRAFT Social Charter of the Americas 

CHAPTER III

Social development, equal opportunity, and nondiscrimination
ARTICLE 1

It is the responsibility and obligation of member states to guarantee social development, in a context of solidarity, equity, peace, and freedom, so that all persons, protected by the rule of law and social justice, may derive equal benefit.

ARTICLE 2

The member states recognize the ethical and moral values associated with a culture of peace, tolerance, and coexistence, and reject any form of discrimination. Accordingly, they shall adopt policies to prevent, combat, and eradicate racism, ethnic discrimination, xenophobia, and related forms of intolerance.

The states recognize the political, economic, social, cultural, technological, and religious contributions of indigenous and afro-descendent communities to the historical process of the Hemisphere and will promote recognition of their value.

ARTICLE 3

Every person has the right to organize his or her family as a natural societal unit and as a vehicle for the integral development of persons, in accordance with his or her particular beliefs and customs.
ARTICLE 4

Health is a right of all persons; and it is the responsibility of states to make the necessary efforts to promote universal access to health services.

ARTICLE 5

Every person has a right to nourishment; and the states undertake to make all necessary efforts to eradicate hunger and malnutrition. The states shall adopt the necessary measures, in accordance with their law, to prevent their peoples from being deprived of access to nourishment.

ARTICLE 6

Every person has the right of access to basic services regarding drinking water, sewage, drainage, communications, energy, public transportation, waste collection in his or her community, in accordance with national law.  Public services shall be administered in a way that always seeks the common good of society.

ARTICLE 7

Education is a right of all persons; and it is a fundamental and bounden duty of states to provide it. The states should guarantee education in a democratic, permanent, cost-free, and compulsory manner, in accordance with their national law and with the principles of universal access, quality, equity, freedom, justice, and pluralism.

ARTICLE 8


Access to education of quality is vital to achieving greater equity, developing human capital, reducing poverty, strengthening democratic institutions, and promoting social inclusion.

Member states shall make every effort, to the maximum extent of their available resources, to guarantee primary and secondary education, expand early education, and strengthen higher education. 

ARTICLE 9

Eradicating poverty and reducing inequity are fundamental challenges facing the Hemisphere and overcoming them is essential to sustainable development.

The states shall adopt and execute, with the participation of the appropriate social sectors, strategies, plans, and policies for the conservation and sustainable use of natural resources, for the benefit and enjoyment of all persons and all generations.
ARTICLE 10

Every person has the right to comprehensive social protection. The state shall adopt public policies that promote access to such protection, based on the principles of universal access, solidarity, and equity.
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