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CHAPTER III

[Social development, equal opportunity, and non-discrimination]

US Proposal: Equitable Social Development for all

ARTICLE 1

Preamble
Every person has the right to have his or her life and physical, mental, and moral integrity respected within a framework of solidarity, peace, and social justice.

US Proposal: The US delegation believes this article in its current form should be deleted.

ARTICLE 2

Family Unit

US Proposal:


Member states recognize that the family is the natural and fundamental unit in society and is entitled to protection by society and the state. As the basis of human development, the family must be the cornerstone of social development policies and programs as well as action plans designed to strengthen it and its members.

ARTICLE 3

Public Services

US Proposal:

Fair and Equitable access to public services related to health, drinking water, food, housing, education, and employment, as well as others, is essential for progress toward the integral development of the peoples of the Americas. 

ARTICLE 4

Equal Opportunity

US Proposal:

We reaffirm the language given in Article of 9 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, which states: 
“The elimination of all forms of discrimination, especially gender, ethnic and race discrimination, as well as diverse forms of intolerance, the promotion and protection of human rights of indigenous peoples and migrants, and respect for ethnic, cultural and religious diversity in the Americas contribute to strengthening democracy and citizen participation.”

ARTICLE 5

Health

US Proposal:


1.
Promotion of high standards for health care and delivery is one of the pillars of human development and social progress. We continue our search for the most effective prevention, care, and health promotion strategies, including environmental health considerations such as environmental degradation and pollution, as well as public and private investment and expertise in this field in an effort to promote high quality health care for all. 

 2.
We continue to reinforce health promotion, disease-control and treatment programs, focusing on the most vulnerable segments of society, to develop and strengthen technical cooperation strategies among the countries and multinational institutions of the region to combat the HIV/AIDS pandemic, pandemic influenza and re-emerging diseases, with a view to implementing integral public health activities for the control and eradication of these diseases.

ARTICLE 6

(Secretariat’s Articles 6, 7, 8, 9)

Education

US Proposal:


1.
Education is the principal transmitter of civic values for the creation of responsible citizens committed to democracy and is a decisive factor for human development, improved standards of living and the promotion of social justice.

2.
Fair and equitable access to quality basic education for all, should be based on the principles of participation, relevance, accountability, and efficiency. 
ARTICLE 7
(Secretariat’s Article 11)

Natural Disasters

US Proposal:

Reducing the susceptibilities of our populations and economies, focusing on the most vulnerable segments of society, and affecting a quick restoration of basic goods and services in the immediate aftermath of a disaster is essential to ensuring the momentum of a nation’s progress and its people’s pursuit of a better life.

ARTICLE 8 

(Secretariat’s Article 12)

Poverty Reduction


US Proposal:

Scientific and technological development helps to reduce poverty, improve living standards, and achieve integral development. That is why it is necessary to step up investment in education, scientific infrastructure, and applied research, in order to take steps to promote scientific talent and ensure that the increase in productivity resulting from application of innovations benefits everyone.

ARTICLE 9
(Secretariat’s Article 13)

US Proposal: 

We believe that good governance should be included as a “cross-cutting” issue in Chapter I.
ARTICLE 10
(New Article)

Social Safety Net
US Proposal:
1.
Governments have a responsibility derived from the peoples they serve to ensure that appropriate social safety nets, both in terms of programs and policies, are in place to alleviate and break the cycle of poverty and to assist vulnerable groups that might be excluded from the economic and social mainstream, with the aim of moving people out of dependency and into self-sufficiency.
2.
Efforts to improve our social safety nets benefit from our sharing best practices and successful experiences to aid the design of social safety net programs that are cost-effective, efficient, and results-oriented.

NOTE: We believe Secretariat’s ARTICLE 10 should be moved to the Plan of Action. 
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