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The delegation of Brazil presents its compliments to the Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues and to the other delegations and has the honor to present the following comments and proposals on the proposed work plan (CE/AM-1/07 rev. 2) presented by the Chair of the Special Committee.
The issue of migration has been addressed by the OAS for at least a decade.  Since the first Summit of the Americas, the topic has been considered from various perspectives.  The importance of member states’ establishing cooperation mechanisms to protect and promote the rights of migrants has always been emphasized.  These efforts have produced documents that establish the guiding principles for addressing migration issues, as well as mandates and specific activities to be carried out by organs and entities of the Organization and by the member states.  Examples are the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, the Work Plan for the Inter-American Program, recently presented by the Secretary General, and various resolutions adopted by the General Assembly in recent years.
The planning of the Special Committee’s activities, therefore, should take account of those prior efforts, so as to prevent duplication of the work not only of other areas of the OAS but also of other, broader regional and multilateral forums.

The two versions of the proposed work plan presented by the Chair cover countless topics of great importance in dealing with migration issues.  However, the delegation of Brazil, after careful study of both versions, believes that the objectives and activities listed are too ambitious and far-reaching, both in terms of the scope of work of the Committee itself and in view of the financial and technical limitations the Organization would face in pursuing them.
The delegation of Brazil feels that the Committee should have a work plan containing more specific objectives.  The attainment of those objectives would provide empirical and theoretical data with which the Committee could assess progress and shortcomings and better prepare a broader work strategy.  In that sense, the delegation of Brazil supports the spirit of the proposed work plan presented by the Canadian delegation.
Accordingly, the Brazilian delegation wishes to submit to the Committee Chair and the delegations, for their consideration, the following proposal for the “objectives” and “activities” items of the work plan of the Special Committee:
Objectives:

· Political perspective:  Examine the limits on, and possibilities for, the exercise of political rights by migrants, both in their countries of origin and in the receiving countries.
· Economic perspective:  Examine the question of remittances and their impact on the receiving countries.
· Regional integration perspective:  Examine the possibilities of collaboration among educational institutions of the member states to facilitate the integration of migrant children into educational systems.
· Regulatory perspective:  Examine migration law in the member states with a view to compiling a chart of existing national legal structures and of OAS policies and programs on migration.
· International cooperation perspective:
· Identify means of broadening coordination among national authorities to develop a common basis of information on migration in the region;
· Promoting cooperation among countries of origin, transit, and destination, inter alia, by sharing best practices encountered in the modernization of migration management.  Examine as well the potential role of the OAS and other international organizations in promoting cooperation among member states.

· Academic perspective:  Examine future migration trends in the region.

Activities:

· Organization of forums, roundtables, and seminars with experts and authorities on migration issues, including representatives of other international organizations and of regional integration processes, to gather views from within and outside the region on the migration question.
· Sharing of expertise and best practices among member states.

· Identification of means of cooperation in the context of the OAS and of other international organizations.

· Gathering information on migration law, policy, and programs in the region.

· Specialized Forum on Migration, scheduled for March 17, 2008: Since the special meeting and the introductory course on the human rights of migrants of the CAJP are also scheduled for March 2008, the three events could be coordinated.  A joint meeting or consecutive meetings of the two committees would enrich the multidisciplinary approach envisioned in the mandate of AG/RES. 2326, giving participants an integrated view of migration in the region.
· Follow-up, in close coordination with the Chair of the CAJP, of the implementation of the mandates and activities envisioned in documents the follow-up of which is entrusted to that Committee, such as the Inter-American Program for the Promotion and Protection of the Human Rights of Migrants, Including Migrant Workers and Their Families, the Work Plan for the Inter-American Program, recently presented by the Secretary General, and various resolutions adopted by the General Assembly in recent years.
Lastly, considering the Special Committee’s need for adequate resources with which to fulfill the mandates, and the technical and financial constraints facing the OAS, the Brazilian delegation suggests that a representative of the Secretariat for Administration and Finance be invited to speak on the resources that would be available to the Committee in the proposed program-budget of the Organization for 2009.
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