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DRAFT RESOLUTION
SUPPORT FOR ENHANCED INTER-REGIONAL COOPERATION WITH THE 

AFRICAN UNION (AU)

 (Presented by the Permanent Mission of the United States of America)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,


AWARE of the historical bonds and shared experiences which tie together the American and African continents;


AWARE ALSO of the fundamental contributions of persons of African descent and their communities in the Americas, and the importance of recognizing and preserving that heritage;


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the presentations made during the Special Session of the Permanent Council on December 11, 2002 regarding Western Hemisphere-Africa cooperation, the outcomes of the conference sponsored by the Governments of Jamaica and South Africa in March 2005 entitled “Towards Unity and United Action by Africans and the African Diaspora in the Caribbean for a Better World”, resolution 1631 (2005) of the United Nations Security Council, “Cooperation between the United Nations and regional organizations in maintaining international peace and security,” AG/RES. 2016 (XXXIV-0/04), “Cooperation between the Organization of the American States and the United Nations System, the Central Integration System and the General Secretariat of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM),” AG/RES. 2251 (XXXVI-O/06), “Promotion of Regional Cooperation For Implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter on the Occasion of its Fifth Anniversary,” and AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), “Promotion and Strengthening of Democracy: Follow-up to the Inter-American Democractic Charter”;
RECOGNIZING that the Organization of American States and the African Union have prioritized the defense and promotion of representative democratic governance in their respective regions through the Inter-American Democratic Charter, adopted on September 11, 2001, and the African Charter on Democracy, Elections, and Governance (ACDEG), adopted on January 30, 2007;


RECALLING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in Article 1, states that “the peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it”;


BEARING IN MIND that, in recognition of racial discrimination against persons of African descent in the Americas, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) established in February 2005 a Special Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons of African Descent and on Racial Discrimination;


RECALLING the commitments of the Inter-American and African systems to the regional promotion and protection of human rights, and their establishment of advisory and jurisdictional institutions to this end through instruments such as the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, adopted in June 1981, and the American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man, adopted in April 1948;


CONSIDERING that the African Union established in July 2007 a diplomatic representational mission in Washington, D.C., and that, beginning in 2002, the African Union collaborated with the Western Hemisphere African Diaspora Network under the rubric of the African Union Diaspora Initiative to engage with the Diaspora community and persons of African descent;


TAKING NOTE WITH SATISFACTION the historic July 10-12, 2007 forum entitled “Democracy Bridge: Multilateral Regional Efforts for the Promotion and Defense of Democracy in Africa and America,” in which senior officials of the African Union and the OAS collaborated to share common experiences and best practices in the area of democracy promotion, and during which participants underscored the importance of increased involvement of regional and multilateral organizations in such efforts;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the Community of Democracies 2005 Santiago Ministerial Commitment, “Cooperating for Democracy,” in which participating countries of the Americas committed to “exchange experiences with other regional organizations, including the African Union (AU), in matters of strengthening of democracy at regional and interregional levels through the OAS”; 
RECOGNIZING the value of collaborative sharing of experiences and best practices for the deepening and implementation of instruments such as the Inter-American Democratic Charter and the African Charter on Democracy, Elections, and Governance;

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the “Declaration of Intent” signed on July 10, 2007 at OAS Headquarters between the Commission of the African Union (AUC) and the General Secretariat of the Organization of American States which calls for future cooperation between the AUC and the General Secretariat of the OAS on areas of common interest to “include inter alia democracy promotion”;

CONSIDERING that the Community of Democracies 2007 Bamako Ministerial Consensus, “Democracy, Development and Poverty Reduction,” welcomed and encouraged “regional and inter-regional initiatives to promote democracy, human rights and the rule of law in all parts of the world including the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Governance .... and the Statement of Intent between the African Union and the Organization of American States to develop joint democracy promotion activities” and that participant countries resolved to “improve cooperation among regional organizations themselves and between them”; “encourage the adoption, and support the implementation where these exist, of regional democracy charters and cooperative initiatives”; and “strengthen the capacities of regional organizations”;


RECALLING FURTHER that both the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in Chapter 6, and the African Charter on Democracy, Elections, and Governance, in Chapter 5, affirm the importance of civil society organizations and civic education for the strengthening of democratic culture;

CONSIDERING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter, in Article 26, calls upon the OAS to “carry out programs and activities designed to promote democratic principles and practices and strengthen a democratic culture in the Hemisphere”;

RESOLVES:

1. To express support for deepened cooperation between the African Union and the OAS and, in particular:

a. To express support for the “Declaration of Intent” signed between the General Secretariat of the Organization and the African Union Commission, and

b. To urge Member States, Permanent Observers, and other international bodies to strengthen their support for ongoing engagement between the two organizations, such as the sharing of best practices and attendance of representatives of each organization at OAS General Assemblies, Assemblies of the African Union, Summits of the Americas, and African Union Summits.

2. To request the General Secretariat to develop a framework document guiding inter-organizational cooperation in areas of mutual interest, to include inter alia democracy promotion, for consideration by the Permanent Council.

3. To encourage the Secretary General, through the General Secretariat, to prepare a report for presentation to the Permanent Council noting best practices and challenges for enhanced inter-regional cooperation.

4. To instruct the Permanent Council to convene a second special meeting on Western Hemisphere-Africa cooperation, with the participation of the African diplomatic corps, during the second half of 2008.

5. To request the Permanent Council and the General Secretariat to carry out the activities mentioned in this resolution in accordance with the resources allocated in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.

6. To request the Permanent Council to present a report on the implementation of this resolution to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session.

7. To request the Secretary General to forward this resolution to the Chairperson of the African Union Commission, the Chairman of the Community of Democracies Convening Group, the Secretary General of CARICOM, and the United Nations Secretary-General.
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