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The Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its compliments to the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare an Inter-American Program for a Universal Civil Registry and “the Right to Identity” and transmits herewith the comments by the Dominican delegation on the Draft Inter-American Program for a Universal Civil Registry and “the Right to Identity,” contained in a letter dated February 13, 2008, from the Preident of the Administrative Chamber of the Central Electral Council.
The Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic to the Organization of American States avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Working Group to Prepare an Inter-American Program for a Universal Civil Registry and “the Right to Identity’’ the assurances of its highest consideration.
February 14, 2008
To the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare an
  Inter-American Program for a Universal Civil 

  Registry and “the Right to Identity’’

Organization of American States (OAS)

Washington, D.C. 

Attachment

Dominican Republic
central electoral council

“National Health Promotion Year”

Office of the President of the Administrative Chamber

Santo Domingo, D.N.

February 13, 2008

Ms. Mayerlyn Cordero
Minister Counselor

Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic

  to the Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

Dear Ms. Cordero:

We thank you kindly for requesting an opinion on the Draft Inter-American Program for a Universal Civil Registry and “the Right to Identity.’’  We do not object to the Draft Program, but would like to emphasize certain points:
· On the section dealing with strengthening consulates of the states abroad to facilitate the issuance of registry certificates and identity documents for their nationals living abroad:  In our experience we have been able to offer that service remotely and guarantee the security of the documents.
· The paragraph that reads “The states should ensure registration of the births of all those born in their territory, regardless of the migration status of the child’s parents”:  Add “according to the law of each state.”
· Under Objectives, item 1.b says that the member states, “with the support of the General Secretariat, will work on the aims of the Program.  This should be reworded to say that the member states “may avail themselves of assistance from the General Secretariat.” 
· Under Objectives, item 4.a says that the General Secretariat, with the support of the member states, will identify the best practices employed to guarantee the different elements that make up the right to identity.
The scope of these practices, or the authority to oppose certain ones, should be limited, since they will be promoted as a part of the mission of the Program; listed under those specific measures will be a catalog of practices, identifying technical or practical components that could be used by the countries of the region to ensure the universal adoption of civil registry.
Finally, under Strategies, item 2 establishes that states will promote amendments to their legal systems and structures, drawing upon those practices.
· Under Specific Measures, we would add to the end of item 2.a, third alternate proposal, “without prejudice to the application of national law on the matter.”

· Under Specific Measures, item 2.b, on the draft model legislation to be prepared by the General Secretariat, we would add “The member countries will evaluate the possibility of adopting this draft model legislation with respect to their national sovereignty.”
· Under Specific Measures, item 5.b, the highlighted text providing that the states, with the support of the General Secretariat and the specialized agencies of the inter-American system will, in implementing the Program, take into account the national plans drawn up at the Conference in Paraguay: This should be reformulated to read “the member states will evaluate the possibility of including elements of the national plans in implementing the Program, and may draw upon the support of the General Secretariat and the specialized agencies for that purpose.”
· Under Strategies, item 1, add “with respect to their national sovereignty.”

I remain at your disposal for any further questions.


Sincerely yours,


Dr. Roberto Rosario Marquez


President, Administrative Chamber
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