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draft DECLARATION OF MEDELLÍN
“YOUTH AND DEMOCRATIC VALUES’

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Heads of Delegation of the member states of the Organization of American States (OAS), meeting in Medellín, Colombia, on the occasion of the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly,

REAFFIRMING the commitment of the member states to promote and strengthen in the youth of the Hemisphere the values and practices of a democratic life, in accordance with the OAS Charter and the Inter-American Democratic Charter;

BEARING in mind that the Inter-American Democratic Charter emphasizes the importance and proposes the promotion of fundamental democratic values, in order to foster a democratic culture among new generations; 

CONSIDERING that the Inter-American Democratic Charter recognizes that democracy is a system of life based on the following values, principles, and practices: that democracy is essential and that peoples have a right to it and their governments have an obligation to promote it; that democracy is strengthened and deepened  by permanent, ethical, and responsible participation of the citizenry; that it is based on respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms; that its exercise requires transparency in government activities and civilian authority; that the strengthening of political parties and other political organizations is a priority; that the full and equal political participation of women and the elimination of all forms of discrimination are fundamental; that the full and effective exercise of workers’ rights and the promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are essential; that democracy promotes the preservation and good stewardship of the environment; and that quality education for all is key to strengthening democracy.

HAVING SEEN General Assembly resolutions: AG/RES. 2327 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2320 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2321 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2299 (XXXVII-O/07), AG/RES. 2164 (XXXVI-O/06), AG/RES. 2119 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2045 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2044 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES.1975 (XXXII-0/03), AG/RES. 1960 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 1957 (XXXIII-O/03), AG/RES. 1907 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1869 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES.1782 (XXXI-0/01), AG/RES.1648 (XXIX-0/99), AG/RES.1551 (XXVIII-0/98), AG/RES.1475 (XXVII-0/97), AG/RES.1402 (XXVI-0/96), and resolutions CIDI/RME/RES. 12 (IV-O/05) and CIDI/RME/RES. 10 (III-O/03);

RECALLING:

That the Plan of Action of the Second Summit of the Americas, held in Santiago, Chile, in April 1998, instructed governments to develop “democratic culture at all levels, in order to teach individuals ethical values, a spirit of cooperation and integrity. To that end, the participation of teachers, families, students and outreach workers will be stepped up in their work related to conceptualizing and implementing the plans for shaping citizens imbued with democratic values”; 

That in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, held in Quebec City, Canada, the Heads of State and Government committed to supporting and promoting lifelong learning by offering varied curricula based on the skills, knowledge, and civic and democratic values; 

That the Declaration of Nuevo León of the Special Summit of the Americas reaffirmed the hemispheric commitment to democracy and reiterated the importance for democratic governance of political training and leadership development of young people; and

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION: 

That the World Programme of Action for Youth adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in resolution A/RES/50/81 established a series of guidelines for the implementation of effective and relevant policies for youth;

That the Lisbon Declaration on Youth Policies and Programmes adopted at the World Conference of Ministers Responsible for Youth, held in Lisbon, Portugal, from August 8 to 12, 1998, invited intergovernmental organizations to lend more support to national youth policies and programmes.

The outcomes of the Special Meeting of the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Youth Symposium, held on September 20, 2007, and recognizing the coordination efforts of the General Secretariat’s inter-departmental working group on youth of the OAS;  

That this year marks the XVI Anniversary of the Ibero-American Youth Organization and the XXIII Anniversary of the International Youth Year (IYY), declared as such by the United Nations, the XIII Anniversary of the United Nations World Programme of Action for Youth, as well as the X Anniversary of the OAS General Secretariat’s Young Americas Business Trust (YABT) and the Program for the Promotion of Democratic Leadership and Citizenship (PROLIDEM).
RECOGNIZING:


That the forging of values, skills, and abilities in the youth of the Americas is an essential part of their preparation for life and their insertion in the political, social, and  productive spheres;


The potential of young people as persons imbued with values, skills, and abilities, with the opportunity to shape more just, democratic, and equitable societies and economies for our countries, transcending national borders and contributing to regional integration; 


The poverty, social exclusion, and vulnerability endured by large numbers of young people in the Hemisphere; 


That the full exercise of democracy is closely tied in with integral development, the improvement of social conditions, and the eradication of poverty;


The importance of the family as the primary environment in young people’s socialization and civic training process;

RECALLING that the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices was adopted at the Fourth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education, in the framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, held in Scarborough, Trinidad and Tobago, from August 10 to 12, 2005, in order to promote a democratic culture through education, both formal and non-formal.

DECLARE:

1. That they relate, as a top priority, the youth of the Americas with the values set forth in the Democratic Charter of the OAS, to ensure their political, social, and productive participation in the framework of a democratic citizenry.

2. That they guarantee participation for young people conscious of their responsibility as citizens with rights and duties and prepared to become involved in decisions that disseminate democratic principles and values, in order to consolidate democracy in the Hemisphere and relations of mutual respect and fraternity among our peoples.

3. That they pledge to guarantee protection of the fundamental rights of young people and to move ahead with promotion of their economic, social, and cultural rights, which are closely tied in with integral development, economic growth with equity, and the consolidation of democracy. 

4. That they reaffirm their commitment to promote formal and non-formal education in democratic values and practices in order to develop skills and abilities among the young population for life in democracy and the full exercise of human rights.

5. That they reaffirm that young people do not just benefit from public policies; they also play a part in formulating, implementing, and evaluating those policies, which makes them a key component for fulfillment of the Millennium Development Goals.

6. That they underscore the importance of creating and strengthening programs for young people as educators in civic values and peace-keepers in their families and communities, so as to generate healthy and safe environments for their development, boost the role of the family in creating constructive inter-generational relations, and enhance the family’s moral and active participation in society. 

7. That they pledge to involve young people in public affairs by offering incentives and guarantees for their participation in community and civic consensus-building and decision-making bodies; for instance, in social work by volunteers, citizens’ electoral oversight teams, budget execution, and the formulation and implementation of public policies, including  those designed to protect the environment.

8. That they attach priority to incorporating youth issues as a cross-cutting component in sectoral public actions and policies and to ensuring that adequate funding is assigned for their implementation.

9. That they reaffirm their commitment to continuing to improve the coverage and quality of education, both school and non-school; to broadening access to higher education; supporting efforts to dissuade young people from dropping out of school; and boosting training programs, paying particular heed to the more vulnerable segments of the population, with a view to achieving their incorporation into the labor market and the full exercise of their rights and responsibilities as citizens. 

10. That they ratify their pledge to eliminate any kind of discrimination against youth, for reasons of age, gender, disability, race, ethnic origin, religion, or cultural manifestation, and to promote the participation of young leaders from minority groups in the dynamics of development and democratic participation.

11. That young people will demand more opportunities for productive employment and that it is therefore necessary to devise employment generation policies and to design entrepreneurship training programs in coordination with the private sector and academia, supported by public policies in education, training in business skills, technical training, and programs that facilitate access to financial instruments.

12. That they will encourage youth participation in political scenarios and promote autonomous forms of organization that enable them, collectively and democratically, to voice their ideas and expectations vis-à-vis society.

13. That to build free and responsible public opinion among young people, it is necessary to promote and defend their right to be well informed, and to understand the variety of ways in which young people express themselves, in order to guarantee citizens’ individual freedoms, such as freedom of thought and expression. 

14. That the vulnerability of young people to phenomena such as crime, drug addiction, teenage pregnancy, dropping out of school, unemployment, irregular forms of migration, and HIV/AIDS affects their ability to fulfill themselves and play their part as active citizens. That it is therefore imperative that member states pledge to enhance the quality and coverage of social services for young people, such as the establishment and consolidation of integral prevention programs designed to improve the quality of life of young citizens and to promote healthy life styles.

15. That, in addition to prevention, healthy leisure-time activities, and support for life style plans, it is important to emphasize rehabilitation and programs for integral reincorporation into society. 

16. That they commit to promoting joint activities aimed at guaranteeing observance of the rights of young migrants, especially those who find themselves subjected to discrimination and cruel or degrading treatment; encouraging the social and economic development of young people through regular forms of migration and their active participation in the societies they migrate to; and fostering initiatives that define as a crime and punish illegal smuggling of immigrants and trafficking in persons. 

17. That they call for the promotion of programs that expand the training and access of young people to the use of information and communication technologies, as channels for democratic participation in political, social, economic, and cultural forums. 

18. That they request the OAS General Secretariat, in collaboration with the member states:

a. To further develop and provide continuity to the Inter-American Program on Education for Democratic Values and Practices, which will help to strengthen democratic culture through formal and non-formal education; to develop and strengthen teaching methods for that purpose; to foster a culture of human rights and peace; and to promote horizontal cooperation and the exchange of experiences among the different entities active in this area internationally, regionally, nationally, and locally.

b. That they will develop a regional information and evaluation system on the status of citizens’ competencies, in order to share best practices in education for democratic values and to identify opportunities for horizontal cooperation among governments, educational institutions, and civil society.   
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