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The Declaration on Security in the Americas established that the concept of security is multidimensional and includes threats of a diverse nature, and that the Declaration is intended to help strengthen peace, integral development, and social justice.  It also establishes that conditions for human security are improved through the promotion of social and economic development, social inclusion, education, and the fight against poverty, disease, and hunger.

All those elements are vital to achieving integral development and are part of the work of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) in a general sense. However, the Declaration on Security in the Americas addresses a number of issues in a more specific way, and these will be the subject of this report.  They can be grouped into five areas:  (1) education; (2) culture; (3) social development; (4) natural disasters; and (5) environment.

1.
EDUCATION
The Department of Education and Culture of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) works with the member countries to promote and strengthen strategies for fostering a culture of peace and democracy among citizens and thereby promoting hemispheric security.

Recognizing the essential role of education in promoting a culture of peace, respect, and democracy, the Ministers of Education in 2005 adopted the Inter-American Program on Education in Democratic Values and Practices.  The Program is an alliance of governments, civil society, international organizations, schools, universities, and others working to promote the development of a democratic culture through education. 

The program has three components: research, professional development, and information exchange. The program’s advisory group has approximately 35 representatives from international organizations, such as the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights, UNICEF, and UNESCO, representatives of ministries of education of member states, and experts from the academic world and civil society throughout the Hemisphere.

The program’s achievements include:  launching the Inter-American Journal of Education for Democracy, a trilingual online review, evaluated by experts, prepared in collaboration with the University of Indiana, the Pontifical Catholic University of Chile, and the University of Toronto (www.ried-ijed.org); the development of online courses for educators on teaching the principles of the Inter-American Democratic Charter; and a number of online and on-site mechanisms to facilitate information exchange (www.educadem.oas.org). 

The Department has been working for many years with civil society institutions on early education– the topic of the recent Fifth Meeting of Ministers of Education in the Framework of CIDI, held in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia, from November 14 to 16, 2007.
As part of these activities, the Department served as technical adviser to the World Association of Early Childhood Educators (WAECE/AMEI), and served on the International Group of Experts to Prepare the Childhood for Peace Declaration at the First World Congress on Early Childhood for Peace Education, in Albacete, Spain, from April 20 to 22, 2007.  The Second Congress will be held in 2009, possibly in Washington, D.C.  The WAECE and the DEC held a coordination meeting on December 17, 2007.  For further information: http://www.waece.org/albacete/ppal.htm.

2.
CULTURE

Culture is an important factor in economic growth and the development of peaceful, democratic, inclusive societies. Through arts and culture we seek to preserve cultural heritage, identity, and diversity; to promote education in the arts and culture to encourage the creation of formal and informal cultural industries; and to enlist youth in constructive activities that promote open-mindedness and tolerance, equal opportunity, social inclusion, and a sense of belonging.

The Department supports the efforts of the member states in five thematic areas identified by the ministers and highest authorities of culture, two of which are directly related to hemispheric security and the promotion of peace.  These are:

1.
Preservation and protection of cultural heritage. This involves supporting regional efforts to preserve and protect cultural and historic heritage for future generations and facilitating the discussion of successful strategies and experiences in preventing pillage and trafficking and in recovering stolen cultural objects. The DEC has supported the following initiatives:

a) Skill-Sharing Workshop –Integrated Community Conservation and Development Projects (Mexico), “Case studies on the protection of cultural heritage,” held in September 2005

b) Subregional workshops: Experiences in the protection of regional heritage against pillage and trafficking (Central America, March 2007; Andean Region, April 2008)
c) The Department also supports the development of a website on the subject.

2.
Culture and emphasizing the diversity, identity, and dignity of our people.  This involves promoting recognition of the value of cultural diversity and expression, and exploring and supporting the use of culture to strengthen inclusiveness, dignity, and identity.

a. Seminar “Art and Culture as Strategies for Preventing Social Violence,” held in San Salvador on February 27 and 28, 2007.  Participants included ministers and other experts from the cultural and justice sectors in Central America, who spoke on cases in which art and culture are being used to prevent violence, especially among youth, in countries including Brazil, Canada, El Salvador, and the United States.  Follow-up includes a presentation to the Permanent Council at a special meeting on youth gangs, with emphasis on prevention.

b. Development, in collaboration with Canadian Heritage, of a proposed strategy for the youth of the Americas, to be discussed by officials of the OAS Inter-American Committee on Culture in April 2008.

3.
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

The aspects of the Declaration on Security in the Americas that relate to the activities of the Department of Social Development and Employment address the importance of protecting the human being, promoting social inclusiveness, and fighting poverty.

Extreme poverty and social exclusion of at-risk populations pose a threat to hemispheric security; therefore the Department of Social Development and Employment works assiduously to address the countries’ present needs in this regard, focusing on social protection, poverty reduction, job generation, decent work, and employability of youth.

During the reporting period, the Department of Social Development and Employment has carried out various activities, hemispheric meetings, and cooperation programs aimed at strengthening member state efforts to protect human beings and promote social inclusiveness:

HIGH-LEVEL MEETINGS

A. Meetings of ministers and high-level authorities

· Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor (IACML) – three conferences

· High-Level Meeting on Poverty, Equity, and Social Inclusion: Isla Margarita, Venezuela - October 2003

B. Meetings of the inter-American committees

· Inter-American Committee on Social Development (CIDES) – two meetings

C. Other important meetings

· Social Charter of the Americas: Since September 2005, the Department has acted as Technical Secretariat to the Working Group to Prepare the Social Charter of the Americas. To date, the Technical Secretariat has prepared nine background documents for the Working Group.

· Meetings of the working groups of the IACML: five meetings
· Annual Conference of the Social Network of Latin America and the Caribbean:  five conferences.

COOPERATION ACTIVITIES AND REGIONAL WORKSHOPS

· Inter-American Network for Labor Administration (RIAL) – five hemispheric workshops, eight bilateral cooperation activities, and one technical study. 

· Program “Network-Based Capacity Building on Social Protection in the Caribbean”–  one workshop, two meetings, one internship 

· Project to develop MSMEs as a strategy for creating jobs and fighting poverty in the Americas 

· International workshop: Learning communities: The experience of the Programa Puente
PUBLICATIONS

· Increasing Social Inclusion through Social Guarantees (World Bank, 2007)

· Gender Equality for Decent Work (OAS, 2007)

· Strengthening Democracy in the Americas through Civic Education (Torney –Purta, Amadeo and Pilotti; OAS, 2004) 
· Microempresa, Pobreza y Empleo en América Latina y el Caribe (Microenterprise, Poverty, and Employment in Latin America and the Caribbean) (Torres, OAS, 2006)

· Políticas y Programas de Juventud en América Latina y el Caribe (Youth Policies and Programs in Latin America and the Caribbean) (Pilotti and Camacho, World Bank, Social Protection Discussion Paper # 0312, April 2003)
· Juventud y empleo en Estados Unidos: principales elementos de las políticas activas de Mercado de trabajo (Youth and employment in the United States: Principal elements of active labor market policies) (Camacho, Maria Claudia, in Decent Work and Youth – Background Documents, Volume I, (ILO), Lima, 2007)

4.
NATURAL DISASTERS

In relation to the threat posed to the security of states in the Hemisphere by natural disasters, as provided in the Declaration on Security in the Americas, OAS/SEDI developed a Program of Action as an integral part of the operating program of its Department of Sustainable Development (SEDI/DSD). It is designed to assist member states with measures, projects, and programs to reduce the vulnerability of social and economic infrastructure, integrating risk management with development plans and policies. The Program strengthens cooperation with bodies of the inter-American system and the United Nations system, and with regional intergovernmental bodies such as CDERA in the Caribbean, CEPREDENAC in Central America, and CAPRADE in the Andean Community. It also is linked with the Hyogo Framework for Action, helping to implement its regional and national platforms of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction of the United Nations (UN/ISDR).

Under this Program of Action, SEDI/DSD coordinates the implementation of projects designed to help reduce vulnerability to natural hazards, while compiling information on practical experiences to be adapted, transferred, and replicated as “good” practices. SEDI/DSD executes projects in the areas of training for disaster mitigation in the Caribbean, rehabilitation of physical school infrastructure in Central America, training of local volunteer corps in disaster mitigation, early flood warning systems, and application of information and communications technologies (ICT) for disaster mitigation. 

SEDI/DSD has established the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM), a forum for sharing skills, information, and experiences, and for horizontal cooperation among member states on disaster mitigation. The Network sponsors a Web portal with a calendar providing information and links to relevant events in the Americas, and a relational database with information on institutions, individuals (experts and makers and executors of policies, programs, projects, and activities), legal and administrative instruments, and current news and information on risk management in the Americas. 

On September 24, 2007, SEDI/DSD assisted the Office of the Secretary General in organizing and holding the First Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR).  It was held at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., and attended by the President of the IDB, the Director of PAHO, the Secretary of the PAIGH, the Executive Director of the PADF, the Chairman of the IADB, a representative of UN/ISDR, representatives of bilateral and multilateral cooperation agencies, and member state delegations. The meeting was held in response to resolutions AG/RES. 2182 (XXXVI-O/06) and AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07), and to the mandates of the Committee on Hemispheric Security (CSH). SEDI/DSD also provides technical assistance to the CSH, presenting periodic activity reports and supporting its deliberations at meetings.

On December 11 and 12, 2007, SEDI/DSD organized and held a hemispheric meeting on “Cost-benefit analysis: Proving that investment in vulnerability reduction in the Americas is a better option.”  The event, sponsored by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of the Interior and Justice of Colombia, and by SEDI/DSD, through the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation, took place at the Palacio de San Carlos, headquarters of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Colombia, in Bogotá.  This was a direct response to resolutions AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07) and AG/RES. 2184 (XXXVI-O/06), drafted by the CSH, in which the member states seek to reduce natural disasters and their impact on public security.

During 2007, SEDI/DSD executed projects for a total of approximately US$700,000 in the area of natural disaster reduction, with external financing from the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), the German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ), the Government of the People’s Republic of China, the Government of Argentina, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), and the Association of State Floodplain Managers (ASFPM).

New projects and initiatives now beginning or under negotiation include a project on applying information and communications technologies to disaster mitigation in the Central American Isthmus, expected to last 18 months, with funding from the ICA/IDRC of Canada, for a total of US$252,693.72.  Another proposal developed in 2007 and now under negotiation with the Government of Germany, through the Global Platform for the Promotion of Early Warning (UN-GPPEW) of the UN/ISDR, is the project on a program for early warning and flood risk reduction in small river basins of Central America (SVP), in development of the regional platform.  This project should last 24 months, for a total of US$950,536.00. 

SEDI/DSD, in collaboration with the Trust for the Americas, also performed a diagnostic study and prepared the bases for a proposal in the Andean Community, with particular attention to Bolivia, for the development of a Program to Increase the Resilience of Local Communities.  For 2008, the plan is to finalize development of a proposal and complete consultations with participating countries. Other initiatives include the second phase of the project “Vulnerability and Capacity Assessment in Central America and South America,” to be executed with funding from the IFRC and the ProVention Consortium. Finally, SEDI/DSD concluded negotiations with the World Bank on the terms of a donation for implementation of a project on legislation on emergencies in the Caribbean, for a total of US$350,000.00.

5.
ENVIRONMENT

The Department of Sustainable Development supported the member states in essential sectors of sustainable development and the environment, assisting countries in the design, preparation, and execution of policies, programs, and projects.  The Department’s external projects program amounts to approximately US$50 million, which it executes in support of the countries in collaboration with other agencies, such as the United Nations Environment Programme, the World Bank, the Global Environment Facility, CIDA, USAID, and others.

These projects seek to strengthen the capacity of countries and cooperation mechanisms to act jointly on the main problems and challenges in the environmental area.  In particular, the activities are oriented toward integrated water resource management, conservation of biodiversity, adaptation to climate change, renewable energy, natural hazard management, and the development of environmental laws and policies, including links to trade and the environment.

In the area of water resources, the main projects include: the Strategic Program of Action for the Binational Bermejo River Basin; the Framework for Sustainable Management of Transborder Water Resources of the Plata River Basin; the Project for Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development of the Guaraní Aquifer System; Sustainable and Integrated Management of Transborder Water Resources of the Amazon River Basin; and Sustainable Land Management in the Gran Chaco Americano Transborder Ecosystem.  The DSD also works with UNESCO in preparing and publishing the book “Transborder Aquifers of the Americas,” as a first step at the world level to synthesize current knowledge of the region’s transborder aquifers.

In the area of energy, the Department supports countries in their efforts to increase the use of renewable energy and technologies that yield greater energy efficiency.  Activities include programs of assistance in policy formulation and regulatory reform, strengthening human and institutional capacity, resource assessment, and financial support for initiatives and studies in the area of renewable energy.  These include the bioenergy viability study in Saint Kitts and Nevis, the program to supply rural schools in El Salvador with electricity from solar energy; studies of sustainable energy policies and assistance in implementing policy and regulatory reform in Mexico, Guatemala, and Dominica; and the regional viability study of geothermal energy in the Eastern Caribbean, including Dominica, Saint Lucia, and Saint Kitts and Nevis, with resources of the Global Environment Facility.

Activities in the area of biodiversity are geared toward increasing access and promoting the exchange of information on biodiversity at the hemispheric level, as a means of support to decision-making.  Two projects, the Inter-American Biodiversity Information Network (IABIN) and Amazon-Andes Protected Area Metadata Database (AAPAD), foster the establishment and standardization of national and subnational databases on species and specimens, invasive species, ecosystems, and protected and pollination areas, facilitating their interoperability and creating automated products with added value.

As for environmental legislation, environment policies, and the economy, the Department supports countries in their efforts to strengthen economic, social, and environmental policies, facilitating the integration of objectives with the aim of guaranteeing that they will contribute to sustainable development, and capacity-building for prevention of environmental impact, in the context of economic integration and trade liberalization processes in the region.

In 2006, the Department initiated cooperation and technical assistance activities in the field of rational management of chemicals.  Activities are geared toward improving knowledge about major chemical products, detecting toxic levels that pose serious risks to human health and the environment, and creating opportunities to strengthen regional and subregional cooperation.

Also in 2006, the Department participated in preparations for the First Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities of Sustainable Development.  The three principal topics of the meeting were integrated water resource management, natural disaster risk mitigation, and agriculture, silviculture, and sustainable tourism. The meeting resulted in the adoption of the Declaration of Santa Cruz +10 and the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS).
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�.	In compliance with the mandate issued in resolution AG/RES. 2274 (XXXVII-O/07).





