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SPECIAL MEETING ON THE RIGHT
TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION
February 28 and 29, 2008
Simón Bolívar Room
Washington, D.C.
Thursday, February 28, 2008
9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

INAUGURAL SESSION

· Remarks by Ambassador Roberto Álvarez, Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs (CAJP)
· Remarks by Dr. Ignacio J. Álvarez, Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression of the IACHR
10:00 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.
FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION AND ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH DEMOCRACY AND SOCIAL JUSTICE (ARTICLE 13.1)
UNIVERSAL AND INTER-AMERICAN INSTRUMENTS AND JURISPRUDENCE ON FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION
PROGRESS WITH RESPECT TO THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF
THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION
EXISTING INTERNATIONAL JURISPRUDENCE ON THE TOPIC REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 13 OF THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 

Speaker:  Dr. Eduardo Ulibarri, President, Instituto de Prensa y Libertad de Expresión (Press and Freedom of Expression Institute) (Costa Rica)
Dialogue with delegations
10:45 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
THE SUBJECT OF ARTICLE 13.2:  THE EXERCISE OF THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO PRIOR CENSORSHIP BUT SHALL BE SUBJECT TO SUBSEQUENT IMPOSITION OF LIABILITY, WHICH SHALL BE EXPRESSLY ESTABLISHED BY LAW TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY TO ENSURE:  A) RESPECT FOR THE RIGHTS OR REPUTATIONS OF OTHERS; OR B) THE PROTECTION OF NATIONAL SECURITY, PUBLIC ORDER, OR PUBLIC HEALTH OR MORALS.

THE SUBJECT OF ARTICLE 13.4:  NOTWITHSTANDING THE PROVISIONS OF PARAGRAPH 2, PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENTS MAY BE SUBJECT BY LAW TO PRIOR CENSORSHIP FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF REGULATING ACCESS TO THEM FOR THE MORAL PROTECTION OF CHIULDHOOD AND ADOLSCENCE.
Speaker:  Dr. Earl Maucker, President of the Inter-American Press Association and First Vice President of the Sun Sentinel of South Florida (United States of America) daily newspaper

Dialogue with delegations
11:30 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
RELATION BETWEEN THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF THOUGHT AND EXPRESSION (ARTICLE 13 OF THE AMERICAN CONVENTION ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND PROTECTION OF HONOR AND DIGNITY (ARTICLE 11 OF THAT CONVENTION)
Speaker:  Dr. Claudio Grossman, Dean of the Law Faculty, American University
Dialogue with delegations
12:15 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Dialogue with Civil Society:  Presentations by civil society organizations, pursuant to CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)

Friday, February 28, 2008
9:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
THE SUBJECT OF ARTICLE 13.3:  THE RIGHT OF EXPRESSION MAY NOT BE RESTRICTED BY INDIRECT METHODS OR MEANS, SUCH AS THE ABUSE OF GOVERNMENT OR PRIVATE CONTROLS OVER NEWSPRINT, RADIO BROADCASTING FREQUENCIES, OR EQUIPMENT USED IN THE DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION, OR BY ANY OTHER MEANS TENDING TO IMPEDE THE COMMUNICATION AND CIRCULATION OF IDEAS AND OPINIONS.
Speaker:  Dr. Andrés Cañizález, Coordinator of the Political Communication and Freedom of Expression Program at the Andrés Bello Catholic University, Caracas, Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
Dialogue with delegations
10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
THE SUBJECT OF ARTICLE 13.5:  ANY PROPAGANDA FOR WAR AND ANY ADVOCACY OF NATIONAL, RACIAL, OR RELIGIOUS HATRED THAT CONSTITUTE INCITEMENTS TO LAWLESS VIOLENCE OR TO ANY OTHER SIMILAR ACTION AGAINST ANY PERSON OR GROUP OF PERSONS ON ANY GROUNDS INCLUDING THOSE OF RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, LANGUAGE, OR NATIONAL ORIGIN SHALL BE CONSIDERED AS OFFENSES PUNISHABLE BY LAW.

Speaker:  Dr. Javier Sierra, Projects Director, World Press Freedom Committee, Washington, D.C.

Dialogue with delegations
11:00 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
DEMONSTRATIONS AS A WAY OF EXERCISING THE RIGHT TO FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
Speaker:  Dr. Eleazar Díaz Rangel, Director, Ultimas Noticias daily newspaper, Venezuela
Dialogue with delegations
12:15 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Dialogue with Civil Society:  Presentations by civil society organizations, pursuant to CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)

1:00 p.m.
CLOSE 
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