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NOTE FROM THE PERMANENT MISSION OF COLOMBIA REQUESTING THE INCLUSION OF A TOPIC ON THE ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE PERMANENT COUNCIL AND FORWARDING A DRAFT RESOLUTION
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PERMANENT MISSION OF COLOMBIA

TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

MPC/OEA No. 295
Washington, February 27, 2008
Excellency:
I have the honor to address Your Excellency to request the inclusion of the topic “Condemnation of the Use of Antipersonnel Land Mines and Other Improvised Explosive Devices in Colombia” on the agenda of the next meeting of the Permanent Council scheduled for March 4, 2008.

In addition, I would be grateful if the attached draft resolution could be distributed among the delegations so that it can be adopted during consideration of the proposed item. 

Thanking you in advance for attending to this matter, I would like to avail myself of the opportunity to convey to Your Excellency renewed assurances of my highest consideration.
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His Excellency 

Mr. CORNELIUS A. SMITH
Chair of the Permanent Council
Organization of American States 

Washington, D.C.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION

CONDEMNATION OF THE USE OF ANTIPERSONNEL LAND MINES AND OTHER IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVE DEVICES IN COLOMBIA

(Presented by the delegation of Colombia and cosponsored by the delegations of Canada, Chile, United States, Panama, and Peru)
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,

ALARMED by the continuous and growing use of antipersonnel land mines and other improvised explosive devices by outlawed armed groups in Colombia and by the negative consequences for the peace, security, health, and lives of the civilian population, as well as for business activity and for the personnel working in humanitarian, peace-building, and rehabilitation programs and operations;

PROFOUNDLY CONCERNED at the proliferation of antipersonnel land mines and other improvised explosive devices in Colombia, which cause a large and constantly growing number of deaths of civilians, children, and others;

RECOGNIZING that the principal victims of the use of antipersonnel land mines and other improvised explosive devices are the most vulnerable citizens of Colombia, especially the poor population in rural areas;

RECALLING the importance of the Amended Protocol on Mines (Protocol II) of the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons; of the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on Their Destruction (Ottawa Convention); and of resolution AG/RES. 2269 (XXXVII-O/07);
UNDERSCORING the major work being done in Colombia by the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) of the OAS and numerous nongovernmental organizations,
RESOLVES:

1. To condemn the use of antipersonnel land mines and other improvised explosive devices by outlawed armed groups in Colombia as a cruel and criminal practice against the lives and bodily integrity of the Colombian population; a practice whose principal victims are children, small farmers, and their families and one that obstructs efforts to achieve peace and stability and prevents sustainable development.
2. To call upon the international community as a whole to join in the condemnation of the use of antipersonnel land mines and other improvised explosive devices in Colombia.


3. To urge all the member states, the international community, and international organizations to strengthen their cooperation and support for the Colombian government’s efforts to implement the Amended Protocol on Mines (Protocol II) of the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons, the Ottawa Convention, and the National Plan of Action against Land Mines in Colombia, by focusing on humanitarian demining activities, emphasizing the rights of survivors of antipersonnel mines, protection of civilians, education on the risks posed by mines, and conducting humanitarian demining operations in the worst-hit areas.

4. To thank the Program for Comprehensive Action against Antipersonnel Mines (AICMA) of the OAS for its demining activities in Colombia and to encourage it to continue said activities.
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