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PERMANENT MISSION
OF THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA
TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
No. II.2.E8.D-OEA. 10-209


The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its compliments to the Chair of the OAS Permanent Council and has the honor to forward as an attachment hereto a draft resolution entitled “Convocation of the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies,” in fulfillment of the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2337 (XXXVII-O/07), “Modernization and Use of Electoral Technologies in the Hemisphere”, adopted at the thirty-seventh regular session of the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS), held in Panama, in June 2007.
In that regard, the Permanent Mission wishes to request the translation of said draft resolution into the official languages of the Organization for distribution to all permanent missions and, at the same time, inclusion of the consideration of said draft resolution on the order of business for the next regular meeting of the Permanent Council, to be held on Tuesday, March 4, 2008.

The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the Organization of American States takes this opportunity to reiterate to the Chair of the Permanent Council assurances of its highest consideration.

Washington, D.C., February 28, 2008

Chair of the Permanent Council

Organization of American States

Washington, D.C.

DRAFT RESOLUTION
CONVOCATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF EXPERTS

AND REPRESENTATIVES OF ELECTORAL BODIES
THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES,
HAVING SEEN resolution AG/RES. 2337 (XXXVII-O/07), “Modernization and Use of Electoral Technologies in the Hemisphere”;

BEARING IN MIND the Charter of the Organization of American States (OAS), which establishes in its preamble that representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace and development of the region, and that one of the essential purposes of the Organization is to promote and consolidate representative democracy, with due respect for the principle of nonintervention;

RECALLING that, in the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government of the democratic countries of the Hemisphere affirmed that they would “continue to enhance electoral mechanisms, using information and communications technologies where possible, to effectively guarantee the impartiality, promptness and independent action of agencies, tribunals or other bodies responsible for the conduct, supervision and verification of elections at national and sub-national levels”;  
CONSIDERING the reports of the various observation and technical electoral assistance missions, in particular their diverse recommendations on the need to improve electoral processes, which constitutes an important contribution to strengthening democratic institutional systems;

UNDERSCORING the advisability of reinforcing, for these purposes, hemispheric cooperation and the exchange of experiences in the area of electoral technologies and related legislation, with support from the OAS,
RESOLVES:

1. To convene the  Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies, to be held in Caracas, Venezuela, on April 4, 2008, for the purpose of exchanging experiences and best practices in the countries of the Hemisphere on, among other things, voter identification systems, voter registration procedures, and automated election systems.
2. To thank the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela for its offer to host the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies.
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To instruct that the conclusions of the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies be submitted to the Fifth Inter-American Meeting of Electoral Authorities.
4. To instruct that resources be allocated from the program-budget for 2008 to finance the Inter-American Meeting of Experts and Representatives of Electoral Bodies.
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