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PARTNERING WITH CIVIL SOCIETY

HEMISPHERIC FORUM WITH CIVIL SOCIETY: YOUTH AND DEMOCRATIC VALUES

Draft Agenda

March 10 and 11, 2008

Hall of the Americas

17th Street and Constitution Ave, N.W., Washington, D.C.
The central theme for the thirty-eighth regular session of the OAS General Assembly, to be held in Medellin, Colombia, from June 1 to 3, 2008, will be “Youth and Democratic Values.” As is customary, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the region will discuss and adopt resolutions on various topics on the inter-American agenda, such as the use and management of energy resources, reduction of natural disasters, elaboration of the Social Charter of the Americas, democratic governance, promotion and protection of human rights, follow-up on the mandates of the Summits of the Americas, economic and social development, the fight against poverty and promotion of social inclusion, hemispheric security, the situation of children, the fight against corruption, strengthening of democracy, and conflict resolution and crisis management, among others.  

For that reason, on March 10 and 11, 2008, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat, in collaboration with the Secretariat for Political Affairs, will hold the Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society: Youth and Democratic Values. The purpose of this Forum is to foster the exchange of views among civil society organizations that work in areas related to themes of the inter-American agenda, to afford them an opportunity to articulate and compile their recommendations and suggestions.  In that regard, the Hemispheric Forum with Civil Society is intended not only to enhance current relations between civil society and the OAS, but also to broaden the channels for civil society participation in the follow-up of the mandates adopted in the Declarations and Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas as well as in the OAS General Assemblies.

On March 13, civil society representatives will have the opportunity to engage in dialogue with the OAS member states at the Special Meeting of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC).  During that meeting, civil society representatives will present the recommendations elaborated in the Hemispheric Forum which will serve as the basis of the Dialogue between the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, the OAS Secretary General, and civil society representatives at the thirty-eighth regular session of the General Assembly, and will also make comments and suggestions on the theme of the General Assembly.

Pertinent documents:

1. Draft Declaration of Medellín: Youth and Democratic Values (CP/doc.7259/08) 

2. Inter-American Democratic Charter 

3. Resolutions approved by the XXXVII OAS General Assembly of Panama City, Panama

4. Declaration on Security in the Americas

Note: Documents will be made available on the OAS Civil Society Webpage: www.civil-society.oas.org 

Participants:

· Representatives of civil society organizations and networks

· Permanent and alternate representatives of the OAS member states

· Personnel of the OAS General Secretariat

March 10, 2008
8:30-10:00 a.m.
Registration
10:00-10:20 a.m.
Welcoming remarks
Ambassador Suzanne Laporte, General Secretariat, OAS

Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary General, Organization of American States 

Ambassador Marina Valère, Permanent Representative of Trinidad and Tobago to the OAS, and Chair of the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC)

10:20-10:30 a.m.
Introduction 



Mr. David Morris, Director, Summits of the Americas Secretariat, OAS

Ambassador Camilo Ospina, Permanent Representative of the Colombia to the OAS, and Host of the thirty-eighth regular session of the OAS General Assembly

10:30 – 11:00 a.m.
Coffee Break
11:00-1:00 p.m.
Thematic Roundtables to discuss topics of the Hemispheric Agenda

Technical support and discussion guidelines to be provided by officials of the OAS General Secretariat
· Democratic values: rights and responsibilities (Guerrero Room)

· Promoting the development of the region (Colon Room)
· Strengthening good governance and transparency (Miranda Room)
1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
Lunch break
2:00 - 5:30 p.m.
Continuation of Thematic Roundtables  
March 11, 2008

9:30 -11:30 a.m.
Dialogue with the President of the IACHR on the human rights situation in the region 

11:30 - 11:45 a.m.
Coffee Break 
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11:45 - 1:45 p.m.
Dialogue with Member States delegations on the Draft Social Charter, the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, and the Draft Inter-American Convention against Racism and All Forms of Discrimination and Intolerance 

1:45 - 3:00 p.m.
Lunch break
3:00 – 5:30 p.m. 
Dialogue with the OAS Secretary General on the hemispheric agenda
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