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CANADIAN PROPOSALS FOR CONSIDERATION IN THE CONTEXT OF
CHAPTER III

OF THE OPERATIVE SECTION

OF THE DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS

“Social development, equal opportunity, and non-discrimination”

CANADIAN PROPOSALS FOR CONSIDERATION IN THE CONTEXT OF
CHAPTER III

OF THE OPERATIVE SECTION

OF THE DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS

“Social development, equal opportunity, and non-discrimination”
NEW ARTICLE PROPOSED BY CANADA
Acknowledging that children and youth require special care and assistance, member states’ commitments to children and youth should ensure the best interests of the child, and respect their rights, without discrimination or exception.

NEW ARTICLE PROPOSED BY CANADA

Member states recognize that health is a fundamental prerequisite to social cohesion and citizenship, equitable economic growth and social development. In the absence of health, the full potential of individuals as active, productive and responsible members of society cannot be realized.   

NEW ARTICLE PROPOSED BY CANADA

Member states thus reaffirm their commitments to support national health efforts consistent with the principles of the Health Agenda for the Americas 2008-2017, including: human rights, universality, access and inclusion; Pan American solidarity; equity in health, and; social participation. 

NEW ARTICLE PROPOSED BY CANADA 

Member States recognize children’s right to the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health without discrimination of any kind.

NEW ARTICLE PROPOSED BY CANADA 

Recognizing that poverty disproportionately affects women, children and indigenous peoples with direct consequences for their health and well-being, Member states reaffirm the fundamental right of every human being to the highest attainable standard of health, without distinction of race, religion, political belief, economic or social condition. 

NEW ARTICLE PROPOSED BY CANADA 

In keeping with these principles, member states should endeavour to support strengthening health care systems, essential public health functions and strategies that address the social determinants of health.  Member states, in aspiring to protect the public health of society, have a responsibility to promote healthy lifestyles and strengthen in-country capacity to prevent, detect and respond to current and emerging infectious disease threats such as HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria.

NEW ARTICLE PROPOSED BY CANADA 

Member states should strive to ensure that social, economic and health sectors develop policies that are mutually beneficial and reinforcing, often developing policies through a collaborative effort, and that address the underlying social determinants of health.
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