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Thank you very much, Mr. Chair,
My delegation wishes to take this opportunity to reiterate some ideas and suggestions it has expressed at prior meetings on the application of confidence- and security-building measures.
We are convinced of the need to implement confidence- and security-building measures among member states.  We believe the application of these measures has strengthened military relations in the Americas, reducing the potential for conflict and tensions among states and fostering cooperation and trust.  They have also helped to strengthen democracy and foster transparency and dialogue in the Hemisphere.  Clearly they have made a concrete, effective contribution to peace and security in the Hemisphere and worldwide.
As we know, confidence- and security-building measures have been classified as first-, second- or third-generation, according to the degree of dialogue established among the parties.
In the Americas we have adopted decisions of three types.  We believe that, in spite of the progress made since the mid-1990s notwithstanding, it is always possible to continue enhancing confidence among the countries.

Chile has participated actively in all the regional meetings on confidence- and security-building measures, starting with the Meeting of Government Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, in Buenos Aires, in 1994, through the Second Meeting of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, in 2006, and at the Summits of Heads of State and Government of the Americas, which have promoted mutual confidence among countries of the Hemisphere.
1.
Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions
The entry into force of the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, in 2002, gave a new focus to confidence-building among states of the Hemisphere, on a highly sensitive topic: acquisitions of conventional weapons. As we stated at yesterday’s meeting, we reaffirm the importance of continuing to work to achieve universal adoption and implementation of the provisions of this valuable international instrument, calling upon the states that have reported to the UN Register to report also to the register of the Inter-American Convention, since the same information is involved.
We believe that on this matter we should work in closer coordination with the ministries of foreign affairs and defense of the OAS member states.
2.
Roster of member state experts on CSBMs 
As for the OAS Roster of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, it is important that the Secretariat continue to update the list with the information provided by the member states. In recent years, our country has broadened the makeup of its list of experts, traditionally composed of officials of the ministries of foreign affairs and national defense, by adding representatives of academic research centers working in this field.
3.
United Nations Register of Conventional Arms and the UN Standardized International Reporting of Military Expenditures
Chile has reported regularly to the two United Nations confidence-building mechanisms: the United Nations (UN) Register of Conventional Arms and the UN Standardized International Reporting of Military Expenditures. Following the recommendation of the OAS General Assembly, we have also sent copies of those reports to the General Secretariat.
4.
Standardized methodologies for measuring military expenditures
The Chilean delegation also has encouraged the discussion of bilateral experience in the development of standardized methodologies for measuring military expenditures.  We believe these methodologies permit the establishment of objective measurement parameters, promoting increasing transparency and confidence among the states.  In this Organization we are familiar with the study requested of ECLAC by the Governments of Argentina and Chile on this subject, an instrument that has been of vital importance in taking bilateral relations to a higher level of confidence.
5.
Inventory of confidence- and security-building measures
As we noted in the previous statement, we support the ongoing role of the Inter-American Defense Board (IADB), which, at the request of the General Assembly, has been preparing an inventory of confidence- and security-building measures in the Hemisphere and in other regions of the world.  We believe it is important to systematize the information in the CSBM inventory and facilitate access to this information through the OAS webpage.

6.
Role of the Committee on Hemispheric Security in matters of confidence and security
The topic of confidence- and security-building measures has been a central focus of the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security since its inception in the mid-1990s.  From the Declaration on Security in the Americas (paragraph 51), we find a new impetus in this area in the fulfillment of the recommendation that the Committee on Hemispheric Security meet as a Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures.  Today we are holding the third such meeting.
7.
Role of the IADB in the application of confidence- and security-building measures
Chile has supported the role of the IADB in the implementation of confidence- and security-building measures of a military nature.  The Statutes of the IADB gives it specific functions in this area.
8.
Preparation of defense white papers
We point to the role of the IADB in preparing a document as a contribution to the preparation of defense white papers. 
Mr. Chair,

During the recent visit of the IADB and the Inter-American Defense College to Chile, officials of the Ministry of National Defense offered to provide to countries that so requested a methodology for preparing white papers.

We endorse the recommendation made by the General Assembly in Panama, urging member states to prepare defense white papers, taking into account the guidelines adopted by the Permanent Council in its resolution CP/RES. 829 (1342/02), of November 6, 2002,
/ “Adoption of the Guidelines on Developing National Defense Policy and Doctrine Papers.”

Chile has published two versions of its defense white paper, in 1997 and 2002.  We are now working on the third edition.
9.
Access to information on confidence- and security-building measures
As regards access to information on confidence- and security-building measures, we are grateful to the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security for promoting the implementation of a secure communications network for instantaneous exchange of information and notifications on CSBMs.
10.
Application of confidence- and security-building measures at the bilateral level
In the application of CSBMs at the bilateral level we believe it is important to establish permanent mechanisms, which provide for open, transparent dialogue among the states on defense matters. 
10.1
Argentina

With Argentina, we have confidence-building mechanisms of long standing.  These include the Argentine-Chilean Permanent Committee on Security (COMPERSEG), formed in 1996, which twice a year brings together high-level officials and superior officers of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs and Defense.  This past April 11, the 20th meeting of this mechanism took place in Buenos Aires. “Dos + Dos” meetings, headed by the ministers of foreign affairs and defense, meetings of the high commands, and other bilateral military meetings have been held since 1997.
Mr. Chair,

I recall the agreement to change the denomination “confidence-building measures” to “cooperation and integration measures,” on which the distinguished delegate of Argentina will speak in more detail.

In addition, in 2000, FLACSO and SER issued a progress report on the paper entitled “Indicadores sobre Niveles de Confianza,” which proposes the generation of a register of applied mutual confidence measures and at the same time the construction of a measurement tool for its evaluation.

Chilean-Argentine Combined Peacekeeping Force, the “Southern Cross”
At the second meeting of this forum, the delegations of Chile and Argentina reported on the formation of the Southern Cross Combined Peacekeeping Force.
Mr. Chair,

I ask your authorization for Colonel Max Piraino, Head of the Department of National Policy and Disarmament of the Ministry of National Defense, to give a brief presentation on this bilateral initiative, at the conclusion of these remarks.
11.
Bolivia

With Bolivia, we have made significant progress in confidence-building matters, especially since the adoption of a broad, 13-point common agenda, item IX of which refers to security and defense. 

In October 2007, in Chile, the 17th meeting of the Chile–Bolivia Political Consultation Mechanism was held, for analysis and follow-up on progress with this agenda.  At that time, both delegations called attention to the numerous activities carried out to develop mutual confidence, which is the foundation upon which all bilateral affairs are approached, and important progress in this area was achieved.
We would cite the offering of courses on security and defense, such as the Joint Peacekeeping Operations Center (CECOPAC) and the National Academy of Political and Strategic Studies (ANEPE). 
Progress has been made as well in border-area mine removal, beginning in October 2007 with operations in the Campo de Cancosa.  The first basic course on humanitarian demining for the Bolivian Army was held in Chile, from March 24 to April 3, 2008, involving 15 soldiers.  The purpose was to train them as inspectors for border-area demining operations.

Chile delivered to Bolivia a copy of the ECLAC study “Methodology for the comparison of military expenditures,” which evaluates the degree to which the standardized methodology developed for Argentina and Chile can be applied to comparisons among other countries.  Thus we have fulfilled the recommendation issued in resolution AG/RES. 2270 (XXXVII-O/07), which encourages the states to share their experience in this area.
Also under study is a proposal for a police cooperation agreement. 

This dynamic has given rise to a work plan on defense matters, exhaustively examined by the Ministers of Defense of Bolivia and Chile during a visit by the former to Santiago in December 2007. 
12.
Peru 

We have cooperation mechanisms for security and defense matters with Peru as well. The Security and Defense Committee (COSEDE), formed in 2001, is composed of officials of the ministries of foreign affairs and defense of the two countries.  This Committee’s most recent meeting was on October 13, 2006, in preparation for the “Dos + Dos” meeting held on October 25 of that year, which brought together the ministers of foreign affairs and defense of the two countries.

Need to present a draft resolution on CSBMs
Mr. Chair,

Our delegation supports the proposal by the distinguished delegate of Argentina to present a draft unifying the content of the resolutions pertaining to confidence- and security-building measures and the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions, in keeping with your recommendation contained in the work plan of this Committee. 

Thank you very much.
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�.	The OAS website shows only 10 states that have published defense white papers: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Peru, the United States, and Uruguay.





