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Item 4 on the Calendar: Report of the Secretariat on: i) Roster of experts; ii) Inventory of confidence- and security-building measures; iii) Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions; and iv) Activities of the General Secretariat in support of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures.
i.
Roster of experts:

The Roster of Experts on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures, prepared on April 10, 2008, and published as document CSH/FORO-III/doc.3/08 rev. 2, in fulfillment of operative paragraph 8 of resolution AG/RES. 2270 (XXXVII-O/07), “Confidence- and Security-Building in the Americas,” contains a list of experts from 16 OAS member states: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, and the United States.  The document has been distributed at this meeting.
I would encourage those countries that have not yet done so to present or update their roster of experts through the Committee Secretariat, as necessary.  The information sent by the countries dates from January 1998 through April 2008. In this decade, 3 countries have not updated their information since its presentation in 1998/1999, and one has not done so since 2002. No country presented or updated its list in 2003 or 2004.  Nevertheless, since 2005 the countries have tended to update their lists; 11 countries have done so since 2005.  In particular, 3 countries–Argentina, Chile, and Mexico–have done so in 2008.
ii.
Inventory of confidence- and security-building measures:

The Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions was adopted in Guatemala City on June 7, 1999. 

Document CSH/FORO-III doc.3/08 rev. 2, which has been distributed, contains a summary of confidence- and security-building measures adopted at the regional conferences in Santiago, Chile, in 1995, and El Salvador, in 1998, as well as a table including all reports presented by member states on the application of such measures.
That document shows that 25 states parties have presented their reports on the application of confidence- and security-building measures.
Argentina, Canada, Chile, and Uruguay have submitted their annual reports on imports and exports of conventional weapons.
iii.
Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions:
This item was the topic of the meeting held yesterday.
According to the report on signatures and ratifications and/or accessions, presented by the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (REP/CITAAC-II/doc.3/08), as of April 9, 2008, 20 states had signed the Convention and 12 states had deposited their instruments of ratification or accession.  Canada was the first state to deposit its instrument of ratification or accession, in October 1999, and Brazil was the latest state to do so, in December 2006.  This document was circulated at the meeting.
As we see, there is a downward trend, since 8 countries ratified the Convention in the 1999-2003 period, while 4 countries did so between 2004 and 2006. No country did so in 2007 or 2008.  As I mentioned at yesterday’s meeting, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security will work to increase the number of states that have signed the convention and that have deposited their instruments of ratification and/or accession. 

iv.
General Secretariat activities in support of the Forum on Confidence- and Security-Building Measures:
Given the nature of the OAS as a multilateral political organization, in general practically all of its activities contribute to strengthening confidence and security in the Hemisphere.
The specific confidence- and security-building measures in the Agreement on Confidence- and Security-Building, signed in 2005, include coordinated military patrols, joint cooperation on matters related to the transportation of persons, goods, and services, prevention of the illicit exploitation of natural resources, cooperation against illegal drug traffic and transnational organized crime, and an array of political, economic, and cultural initiatives to improve relations among neighboring countries.

The Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, through its Department of Public Security (DPS), has been working on matters of humanitarian action against mines, transnational organized crime, and government security policy, among others.
As for confidence- and security-building measures in the Hemisphere, the DPS’s Office of Humanitarian Mine Action has adopted a regional integration approach to the execution of its activities.  Although demining is actually performed by the national authorities of the beneficiary countries (through their respective armed forces), the Inter-American Defense Board provides the technical support through its team of international supervisors and military instructors, who make up the Mission of Assistance for the Removal of Mines in Central America (MARMINCA) and the Mission of Assistance for the Removal of Mines in South America (MARMINAS).  The IADB’s teams of international supervisors are made up of armed forces, designated by national authorities of OAS member states.  This component was developed as in-kind assistance, at no cost, to the beneficiary countries.  The work of the national authorities, armed forces, civilians, and international supervisors contributes to peace and security in the region, and provides a platform for cooperation and a common objective.  This interaction represents another opportunity for dialogue among nations, fosters solidarity in the region, and provides a model for initiatives in other areas, such as disaster relief.
The continuing presence of landmines is the result of past conflicts. Action against mines supports conflict resolution within and among affected member states.  The cases of Honduras and Nicaragua and of Ecuador and Peru illustrate this aspect of mine clearance.  In both cases, mines affect the common border areas.  Successful mine clearance along borders has required collaboration among national authorities of both countries, including information-sharing and comprehensive mine-clearance activities.  In the case of Ecuador and Peru, the national authorities, through their armed forces, are conducting humanitarian demining operations along their common border, which has opened the door to other transborder development initiatives.  The removal of landmines also represents an ideological change among the countries, toward support for peaceful conflict resolution mechanisms.

In Colombia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, and Peru, 5,842 mines were destroyed and more than 216,900 m2 of terrain were cleared in 2007.  Nicaragua’s National Demining Plan is 95% complete, and is expected to be finished in late 2008 or early 2009.  Colombia now has four humanitarian demining units deployed.  Joint humanitarian demining operations have continued in the Cordillera del Cóndor area, along the border between Ecuador and Peru.

The program’s overall vision is to convert the Hemisphere into an antipersonnel-landmine-free zone.
Having foreign military officers monitor the work of national armed forces promotes good relations among military personnel, which could be useful should other possibilities for cooperation arise.  Their activities and reciprocal cooperation serve to improve relations among participating countries and often smooth the interactions of military forces in other areas.  The contribution of the armed forces to the demining process, as a confidence- and security-building measure, is an important advantage of the program. Unfortunately, this benefit is often viewed as intangible and frequently goes unrecognized. The work of the national armed forces and the international supervisors constitutes a means of promoting peace and security in the region, to the extent that countries cooperate in pursuing a common goal.

Confidence and security also are built with the DPS’s technical assistance to the meetings of the CIFTA Consultative Committee and of the OAS Group of Experts. The General Secretariat contributes by developing and applying international law; its support of the conventions on corruption, mutual assistance in criminal matters, extradition, terrorism, transparency, and others is a good example.
Before concluding, I want to let you know that this report will be supplemented with information from other dependencies of the General Secretariat, to be circulated in due course.
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