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TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
No. II.2.E8.D-OEA.10-394

The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the Organization of American States (OAS) presents its compliments to the Honorable Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of Medellín: Youth and Democratic Values, and is pleased to attach hereto the new paragraphs that Venezuela is proposing for the declarative section of the aforementioned document.

The Permanent Mission requests that the attached proposal kindly be distributed to all the permanent missions accredited to the OAS.

The Permanent Mission of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela to the OAS avails itself of the opportunity to convey to the Honorable Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) to Negotiate the Draft Declaration of Medellín: Youth and Democratic Values, renewed assurances of its highest consideration.
Washington, D.C., April 21, 2008
Honorable Chair of the
Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council
and CEPCIDI to Negotiate the
Draft Declaration of Medellín:
Youth and Democratic Values,
Organization of American States
Washington, D.C.
PROPOSALS BY THE BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC
OF VENEZUELA FOR NEW PARAGRAPHS
DECLARATIVE SECTION
Alternative paragraph 21.  That they pledge to adopt all necessary measures to ensure for young people full and integral enjoyment of their political, economic, social, and cultural rights, including guarantees that they will be able to live in conditions conducive to their full personal, physical, psychological, moral, and social development.
21 bis.
…to strengthen in young people recognition and appreciation of cultural diversity, ancestral knowledge and popular wisdom, by pursuing policies and programs that respect the cultural and historical heritage, reassert the identity of the American peoples and promote respect for indigenous and Afro-descendant peoples.
22 bis. … to take all necessary steps to establish mechanisms for democratic and effective access to the educational system, on an equal basis, with equal opportunities, and to promote and foster awareness campaigns in educational facilities for youth about the value of education, thereby strengthening ties between youth and education.
Alternative paragraph 29.  To adopt public policies and implement special employment programs to help young people to obtain jobs that are not dependent on meeting certain requirements or having prior experience, in order to bring them into the labor force on the basis of equality and inclusion criteria and to guarantee them the right to work.
29 bis. 
…to develop social policies and programs to facilitate access by young people, especially those working in the informal sector, to microcredit and microfinance and to micro-, small, and medium-sized enterprises, as well as cooperatives and other production units, in order to ensure that they are productively employed.
Alternative paragraph 32. … Their commitment to adopt policies and programs to ensure the social, economic, political, and cultural inclusion of young people, with a view to enhancing their standard of living and that of their community and thereby addressing the circumstances typically associated with exclusion, such as imprisonment, crime, narcotic drug use and abuse, infectious diseases such as HIV/AIDS, teenage pregnancy, dropping out and expulsion from school, and unemployment.
33 bis. … to guarantee that young people have the means to enjoy and exercise their right to identity, as a core component of the full exercise of their civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights, as well as their participation in a democratic society.
33 ter. … to guarantee the right of youth to live in peace, free of wars and armed conflicts, by forging opportunities for political dialogue and peace building in the region.
Alternative paragraph 36.b  …to develop a regional system for reporting on and evaluating voluntary community or other youth programs and projects, with a view to sharing best practices and discerning opportunities for horizontal cooperation among governments, educational institutions, and civil society.
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