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8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.

Registration

INAUGURAL SESSION
9:00 a.m. – 9:40 a.m.

National anthem of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela





Opening remarks
· General Secretariat, Organization of American States

· Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the OAS and Chair of the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security

· Government of Venezuela





Adoption of the agenda and program
9:40 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.

Break
10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

FIRST PLENARY SESSION





Introduction to the topic of natural disaster reduction and risk management
10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.

The international agenda:  the UN International Strategy for Disaster



Reduction (UN/ISDR), the Hyogo Framework for Action, adopted at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (Kobe, Japan, January 18–22, 2005)
· Sálvano Briceño, Director, UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UN/ISDR)
10:20 a.m. – 10:40 a.m.
The hemispheric agenda:  The OAS and the inter-American system, the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR) and the Inter-American Strategic Plan for Policies on Risk Reduction, Risk Management, and Disaster Response (IASP)

· Alfonso Quiñonez, Executive Secretary for Integral Development, OAS General Secretariat
10:40 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Disaster reduction in Venezuela:  Risk management in development and interagency coordination
· Brig. Gen. Antonio Rivero González, Director, National Office of Civil Protection and Disaster Management, Ministry of the Interior and Justice of Venezuela

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Interventions by national delegations


This space is made available for OAS member states to give brief presentations on this issue in their respective countries
Delegations wishing to make interventions in this space are requested to forward written confirmation, by Friday, May 23, 2008, to the Secretariat of the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security.  The time allowed for each delegation is 10 minutes.  Acceptance of requests received after said date or during the event will be subject to time availability.

12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Lunch

2:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

SECOND PLENARY SESSION
/
.



Prevention as a disaster risk reduction mechanism
National strategies for reducing risk to social and economic infrastructure, and implementation of community mechanisms for disaster mitigation training 

Hemispheric seminar “Cost-benefit analysis:  Evidence that investment in risk reduction in the Americas is a better option,” and community organizations and systems – early warning systems
Chair:

Director SEDI/DSD
Panelists:
Venezuelan expert and international expert
Other experts: 
Experts of the World Bank, IDB, ECLAC, IICA, and other cooperation agencies; experts of the insurance sector, planners, NGOs, the private sector, etc.
Sub-topic 1: 
“Cost-benefit analysis:  Evidence that investment in risk reduction in the Americas is a better option”

National disaster reduction strategies
· Expert from the seminar in Colombia (to be determined)

· Expert from Venezuela’s financial and/or planning sectors (to be determined)

· Ricardo Zapata, ECLAC
Sub-topic 2:
National mechanisms for community and organizational training as a means of disaster preparedness
· The case of Venezuela (to be determined)

· The case of Mocho, Jamaica, representative of the Mocho community and delegate of Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (OPDEM)

Sub-topic 3:
Community early warning systems:  Risk identification and evaluation, observation, communication, and contingency
Supranational and national observation and communication systems and local systems
· Dr. Juan Carlos Villagrán, Academic Officer, Head, Risk Management Section, Institute of Environment and Human Security, United Nations University
· Venezuelan expert (to be determined)
· The case of Central America (to be determined)
5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Discussion forum of nongovernmental organizations, community organizations, civil society, and the private sector
8:00 p.m.


Social and cultural event hosted by the Government of Venezuela




Details, including time and place, to be announced in due course
Thursday, June 26, 2008

09:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
THIRD PLENARY SESSION
/




Disaster assistance
The Inter-American Emergency Aid Fund (FONDEM) and the Inter-American Convention to Facilitate Disaster Assistance
The OAS:  Opportunities and challenges for effective and efficient management of response and assistance 




Chair:
OAS Assistant Secretary General
Experts and panelists:  Experts of PAHO, PADF, IDB, World Bank, White Helmets, WFP, ICR, UN/ISDR, Simón Bolívar Humanitarian Task Force, experts of national disaster prevention, preparedness, and assistance systems; armed forces; national Red Cross societies; foundations; and specialized NGOs.

Sub-topic 1:
Mutual assistance, technical cooperation, and coordination mechanisms
· Dr. Jean Luc Poncelet, manager, Area on Emergency Preparedness and Disaster Relief, Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

· Christine Herridge, Director of Disaster Management, Pan American Development Foundation (PADF)

· Pedro Medrano, Regional Director, World Food Programme (WFP)

Sub-topic 2:
International cooperation for rehabilitation and reconstruction
· Cassandra Rogers, Senior Natural Disaster Specialist, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)

· Francis Ghesquiere, Senior Urban Specialist, LCSFU, World Bank
Sub-topic 3:
National initiatives and experiences
· Brig. Gen. (Army) Antonio Rivero González, Director, National Office of Civil Protection and Disaster Management, Ministry of the Interior and Justice of Venezuela, Simón Bolívar Humanitarian Task Force (Venezuela)

· Gabriel Fuks, President, White Helmets Initiative (Argentina)

12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Lunch
2:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

FOURTH PLENARY SESSION
/




Multisectoral and interagency coordination for disaster reduction and response
The process of integrating national and regional platforms of the global platform of the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) of UN/ISDR:  the regional platform for the Americas
The OAS and the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR):  Review of the Inter-American Strategic Plan for Policies on Risk Reduction, Risk Management, and Disaster Response (IASP), HFA national and subregional platforms.  The preparatory process of national, subregional, and regional reports on the Americas
Chair:
Director, UN/ISDR




Experts and panelists: Experts of SEDI/DSD, CDERA, CEPREDENAC, CAPRADE, experts of agencies of the inter-American system and United Nations system, experts of national disaster prevention, preparedness, and assistance systems, and other experts at the national, regional, and local levels
Sub-topic 1: 
The regional platform of the Hyogo Framework for Action of UN/ISDR.  The OAS and the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction (IACNDR)
· Pablo González, Chief, Natural Hazard Risk Reduction Program, SEDI/DSD
· Haris Sanahuja, Regional Policy Advisor, Regional Unit for Latin America and the Caribbean, UN/ISDR
Sub-topic 2:
Regional initiatives: SICA-CEPREDENAC, CARICOM-CDERA, ACS, CAPRADE, and others
· Jeremy Collymore, Coordinator, CDERA

· David A. Smith Wiltshire, Coordinator, CEPREDENAC

· Luis Carpio, Director, ACS
· Luz Amanda Pulido, Coordinator, CAPRADE–Office of Disaster Prevention and Assistance (DPAD), Ministry of Interior and Justice of Colombia

Sub-topic 3:
Progress in preparing HFA national reports
· The case of Jamaica, Ronald Jackson, Director, Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (OPDEM) and co-chair, Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM)
· The case of Panama
· The case of Peru
· The case of Venezuela

4:30 p.m. – 4:50 p.m.

Break

4:50 p.m. – 5:40 p.m.

FIFTH PLENARY SESSION




Conclusions and recommendations
4:50 p.m. – 5:10 p.m.

Prevention as a disaster risk reduction mechanism
· Chair of the session, Director, SEDI/DSD



Disaster assistance
· Chair of the session, OAS Assistant Secretary General
Multisectoral and interagency coordination for disaster reduction and response

· Chair of the session, Director, UN/ISDR

5:10 p.m. – 5:20 p.m.

Civil society perspectives
· Civil society representative, to be selected by the participants in the civil society forum
5:20 p.m. – 5:40 p.m.

Final considerations


Conclusions and recommendations for a hemispheric strategic conceptualization of the problem of natural disaster risk management and disaster mitigation to promote cooperation in this area in order to reduce disasters in the Hemisphere 
· Brig. Gen. (Army) Antonio Rivero González, Director, National Office of Civil Protection and Disaster Management, Ministry of the Interior and Justice of Venezuela
· Ronald Jackson, Director, Office of Disaster Preparedness and Emergency Management (OPDEM) and co-chair, Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation (INDM)
5:40 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

CLOSING SESSION




Final remarks and close
· General Secretariat, Organization of American States
· Ambassador Izben C. Williams, Permanent Representative of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the OAS and Chair of the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security
· Government of Venezuela
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	�.	In fulfillment of the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07)


	�.	Pending confirmation of panelists


�.	10-15 minute presentations, followed by discussion in plenary, moderated by the Chair of the plenary session.  There will be one 15-minute break, leaving 1½ - 2 hours for discussions in plenary. 


�.	10-15 minute presentations, followed by discussion in plenary, moderated by the Chair of the plenary session.  There will be one 15-minute break, leaving 1½ - 2 hours for discussions in plenary. 


�.	10-15 minute presentations, followed by discussion in plenary, moderated by the Chair of the plenary session.  There will be one 15-minute break, leaving 1½ - 2 hours for discussions in plenary. 





