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I.
Establishment, mandates, and officers

At the request of the Permanent Mission of Belize (CP/INF.5564/07 corr. 1) and in accordance with resolution AG/RES. 2326 (XXXVII-O/07), the Permanent Council, at its meeting of October 24, 2007, decided to establish the Special Committee on Migration Issues, whose mandate would be to analyze migration issues and flows from an integral perspective, taking into account the relevant provisions of international law, especially international human rights law.

The Permanent Council elected Ambassador María del Luján Flores, Permanent Representative of Uruguay, as Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues, and Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Interim Representative of Belize, as Vice Chair.

The first meeting of the Special Committee on Migration Issues was held on December 11, 2007.
II.
Proceedings
Pursuant to its mandate and as established in the Work Plan of the Special Committee on Migration Issues, which stated that the Committee would analyze migration issues with a view to fostering international cooperation, taking into account their political, social, economic, cultural, integrational, security, health, labor, and regulatory aspects, as well as any other aspect it considered relevant, the Committee moved forward with its work from its installation and first meeting in December 2007 until May 8, when it concluded its work for the 2007-2008 term.

The Work Plan also established that the Special Committee would carry out its activities in close consultation with the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, the Special Rapporteur on Migrant Workers and Their Families of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), and other regional and international agencies.
As indicated in the Work Plan, the Special Committee held regular meetings, with the participation of diverse actors and agencies working in the migration area in the Hemisphere, to exchange information on migration flows in the region and promote horizontal cooperation among member states in this regard. 

With respect to the mandate given to the Secretariat to “[p]repare a migration ‘mapping’ effort, by gathering information and producing a matrix of existing legal frameworks and, as appropriate, migration regulations, policies and programs for OAS countries, with a view to creating a compendium of best practices with respect to migration,” the Secretariat informed the Special Committee that the requested information had been distributed in the working languages of the Organization.
A.
Meetings
The Special Committee on Migration Issues held 12 regular meetings, two informal meetings, and one special meeting. The informal meetings were devoted to negotiation of the Work Plan. The regular meetings dealt with the following matters: 

· Consideration and adoption on March 13, 2008, of the Committee’s Work Plan.
· Presentations on various aspects of migration and approaches to it from both within and outside the OAS:
· Inter-American Commission of Women – presentation by Ms. Carmen Lomelin, Executive Secretary 
· International Organization for Migration – presentation by Mr. Richard Scott
· World Bank – presentation by Messrs. Pablo Fajnzylber and Humberto López
· Migration Policy Institute – presentation by Mr. Demetrios Papademetriou
· Secretariat for Multidimensional Security – presentation by Ambassador Alexandre Addor-Neto
· Executive Secretariat for Integral Development – presentation by Mr. Franciso Pilotti
· Inter-American Children’s Institute – written report on the IIN’s initiatives in this regard
· Department of International Law – presentation by Mr. John Wilson
· Inter-American Commission on Human Rights – presentation by Mr. Mario López
· Struggle against trafficking in persons in the Americas, with the participation of representatives of the Department of Public Security of the OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security
· Consular migration issues, with the participation of Mr. Enrique Escorza, Head of the Consular Section of the Embassy of Mexico in the United States
· Migration and the media, with the participation of Mr. Jorge Gestoso
· Migration and democracy, with the participation of Mr. Felipe Michellini, Assistant Secretary of Education and Culture of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay, and Mr. Massimo Tommasoli, Permanent Observer of International IDEA (International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance) to the United Nations  
Three of the regular meetings of the Special Committee were devoted to consideration of the comments and recommendations of the panelists of the Special Forum on Migration Issues, held on April 17, 2008, and to consideration and negotiation of the draft resolution the Special Committee would submit to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session.
The topic of migration was also addressed in a Permanent Council meeting of April 29, 2008, in the presentation “Migration: Challenges of Globalization,” by Mr. Felipe Michellini, Assistant Secretary of Education and Culture of the Eastern Republic of Uruguay. Mr. Michellini’s presentation was commented on by several delegations, and the Chair proposed that it be submitted to the Special Committee on Migration Issues as a background document. Likewise, the importance of the topic of migration was mentioned by Mr. Enrique Iglesias, General Secretary of the Ibero-American General Secretariat, during the celebration of the 60th anniversary of the OAS Charter. 

B.
Special Forum on Migration Issues
As established in the Work Plan of the Special Committee, the Special Forum on Migration Issues was held on April 17, 2008.  The speakers for the inaugural session were the Chair of the Special Committee, the Assistant Secretary General, and the Chair of the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs.  The launching of the Migration Information System of the Americas took place on that occasion.  Said system is being administered by Messrs. Luis Herrera Lasso, Director General of the COPPAN Group, and Diego Beltrand, Regional Director of the International Organization for Migration.
The following topics were discussed in three panel sessions:

1.
First Panel:  Migration Trends in the Americas
Moderator:  Ambassador Graeme Clark, Permanent Representative of Canada to the OAS
Speakers: 

· Minister Lorena Escudero, National Secretary of Migration, Republic of Ecuador 

· Ambassador Margarita Escobar, Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs for Salvadorans Living Abroad

· Dr. Martín Arias Duval, Director, National Office of Migration of Argentina

· Mrs. Elizabeth Ruddick, Citizenship and Immigration Canada

· Jaifa Mezher El Kareh, Director of the Program Colombia Nos Une (Colombia Unites Us), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Colombia

· Mrs. Nan E. Kennelly, Director, Office of Population and International Migration, Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration, United States Department of State

· Mr. Luis Herrera-Lasso, Director General, COPPAN Group
2.
Second Panel:  Migration and Human Rights
Moderator:  Ambassador María Zavala Valladares, Permanent Representative of Peru to the OAS 

Speakers:
· Mr. Edgar Rodríguez, Coordinator of Advisors to the Under Secretariat for Latin America and the Caribbean, Secretariat of Foreign Affairs of Mexico

· Mr. Norberto Liwski, Director, Program Areas, Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN)

· Dr. Santiago Cantón, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 

· John Wilson, Principal Legal Officer, Department of International Law of the OAS General Secretariat 

· Mr. Mauricio Vivero, Executive Director, Ayuda
3.
Third Panel:  Migration:  Economic, Health, Labor, Social, and Cultural Aspects
Moderator:  Ambassador Nestor Mendez, Acting Representative of Belize to the OAS 

Speakers:
· Armand Pereira, Director, Representative of the International Labour Organization, Washington, D.C.
· Dr. Diego Beltrand, Regional Director, International Organization for Migration (Topic: Migration and Development)

· Dr. Felix Rígoli, Coordinator, Human Resources for Health, Health Systems Strengthening Area, Pan American Health Organization

· Geoff Loane, Head of the Regional Delegation for the United States and Canada, International Committee of the Red Cross

· Mr. Roberto Kozak, Advisor, Ibero-American General Secretariat 

In light of the cultural aspect of migration and with the cooperation of the Phillips Collection, selections from the painter Jacob Lawrence’s Migration Series were displayed during the Special Forum.
During the closing session, the Chair summarized the comments made and the recommendations that emerged from the deliberations of the Special Forum.
III.
Recommendations and draft resolution
A document containing the comments and recommendations of the panelists was drawn up on the basis of the presentations and discussions of the Special Forum and submitted to the Special Committee on Migration Issues. Said comments and recommendations may be found in document CE/AM-24/08 rev. 3, which was received by this Special Committee.

The Chair of the Special Committee presented a draft resolution “Migrant Populations and Migration Flows in the Americas,” which the Special Committee approved by consensus.  It has been forwarded to the Permanent Council for subsequent transmission to the General Assembly at its thirty-eighth regular session. 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank the distinguished Vice Chair of the Committee, Ambassador Nestor Mendez, of Belize, and the delegates for their valuable contributions to the Committee’s work during this term, for their flexibility, and for their commitment to the issue, all of which helped us to move forward with our mandate. I would also like to express thanks to the Secretariat for its ongoing collaboration and support.

María del Luján Flores

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Uruguay to the OAS

Chair of the Special Committee on Migration Issues 
May 9, 2008
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