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Summary of the meeting held on Friday, June 20, 2008
1. Results of the two preparatory meetings of the Working Group to Prepare the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas
· Christopher Hernández-Roy, Director of the Department of Public Security, Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, OAS

Mr. Christopher Hernández-Roy referred to the Meeting of Academic Experts on Public Security in Latin America which was held on November 22, 2007, in Santiago, Chile, the results of which are contained in document CSH/GT/MISPA-2/08.


He also referred to the Meeting of Academic Experts on Public Security in the Caribbean, held on March 5 and 6, 2008, the results of which are published in document CSH/GT/MISPA-4/08.

Comments by the delegations:


The delegation of Brazil expressed appreciation for his country’s proposal to transmit these meetings via webcast.  In addition, he mentioned that both meetings highlighted the importance of civil society regarding the issue of urban security.  Accordingly, he suggested giving civil society the opportunity to contribute to the ministerial meeting.

The delegation of Nicaragua referred to the food crisis which will affect security in our Hemisphere.

The delegation of Ecuador underscored the focus on institutional reforms for fighting crime and violence and stated that a comprehensive study of preventive alternatives for youths and adults was necessary.

The delegation of Uruguay thanked the experts for their presentations and stated that it was in agreement with the views of the experts.

The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago mentioned that the recommendations of the meeting of academic experts in the Caribbean were forwarded to the VI Meeting of Ministers of National Security which was held that week in Saint Kitts and Nevis.  The Meeting took note of those recommendations.  In addition, the delegation suggested that these preparatory meetings should include the private sector.  It also agreed with the emphasis on preventive measures and referred to studies on the correlation between corruption and violent crimes.

The delegation of Argentina requested that the Secretariat provide additional information on the proposals by the experts who participated in the Santiago meeting on mandates from the ministerial meeting, especially mandates assigned to the OAS General Secretariat.

The delegation of Mexico highlighted three items to be included in the final document: establishment of comparable indicators; exchange of information among institutions; and training of the police force.

Mr. Chris Hernández reported that funds had been received the previous week to hold a hemispheric meeting with civil society, but a definite date for that meeting had not yet been set.  In addition it was necessary to define a topic for civil society participation in that ministerial meeting.  He also stated that both documents indicated that any policy approach to public security should consider prevention measures.  He also mentioned that the framework of the Inter-American Coalition for the Prevention of Violence ensures that there is no duplication of efforts in the inter-American system and that these efforts are well coordinated.
2. Diagnostic assessment of the region
· Julio Rosenblatt, Head of the Public Security Policies Section of the Department of Public Security in the OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security

Julio Rosenblatt’s presentation on the diagnostic assessment of the region was distributed as document CSH/GT/MISPA/INF. 1/08.
Comments by the delegations:


The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago mentioned that it was necessary to include the private sector in the discussions, as one of the main players in this field.  It also referred to the level of correlation between democracy and security indicators and stated that it would be useful to have information on the concept of corruption and its impact on violent crime.

The delegation of Uruguay suggested that the Coordination Center of MERCOSUR be included in these discussions.

Mr. Rosenblatt stated that the Department of Public Security was conducting an inter-American police training program, the objective of which is to compile the best experiences of the different police forces in the region and to promote cross-cutting experiences through training courses.
3. Presentation by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)
· Dr. Alberto Concha-Eastman, Regional Advisor, Violence and Injury Prevention, Sustainable Development and Environmental Health Area

The presentation by Dr. Alberto Concha-Eastman was distributed as document CSH/GT/MISPA/INF. 3/08.

Comments by delegations:

The delegation of The Bahamas recommended that officials from the Office of the Attorney General or from social services be invited to give another perspective on the subject. 
4. Presentation by the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
· Santiago Cantón, Executive Secretary

The presentation by Santiago Cantón, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights was distributed as document CSH/GT/MISPA/INF. 4/08.

5. Presentation by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
· Eugenia Piza López, Senior Recovery Adviser-Conflict and Governance

The presentation by Ms. Eugenia Piza López was distributed as document CSH/GT/MISPA/INF. 2/08.

6. Study of public and private security in Central America
· Armando Carballido, Consultant of the Department of Public Security in the OAS Secretariat for Multidimensional Security

The presentation by Mr. Armando Carballido on the regional study was distributed as document CSH/GT/MISPA/INF. 5/08.

Comments by delegations on the presentations under items 5 and 6:

The delegation of the United States underscored that it will be a challenge to compile in a single document the content of other official documents such as CIFTA, Ministers of Justice, and the Declaration on Security in the Americas.
The delegation of El Salvador referred to the report by the Inter-Commission on Human Rights on gangs in Honduras.
The delegation of Brazil underscored the importance of civil society participation in the meeting to highlight the importance of the eradication of violence.
7. Other business
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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