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Summary of the meeting of Friday, June 27, 2008
1. Presentation by the Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat)

· Cecilia Martínez, Director, Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean


The presentation of Dr. Cecilia Martínez of the Regional Office for Latin America and the Caribbean of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) was distributed as document CSH/GT/MISPA/INF-6/08.

Comments by delegations:


The delegation of Brazil emphasized the importance of civil society participation and recommended that such initiatives be disseminated so that programs of this type could be replicated.


The delegation of Argentina asked what types of actions would be expected of citizens when they became aware of their contribution to security.


The delegation of Colombia referred to the white paper of Bogotá mentioned by the UN-Habitat speaker and emphasized the security approach as a matter of general welfare which, in the current administration, was known as “democratic security.”

The delegation of México emphasized that it was important for the matter to be addressed from a general welfare standpoint as a positive response to be made by different players.  It asked Dr. Martínez regarding the period for programs being implemented by UN-Habitat to fulfill such objectives.


The delegation of Costa Rica mentioned that it was planning to hold a meeting in October at the regional (SICA) level, seeking greater participation by local governments and the police.

The delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis asked what experiences UN-Habitat could bring to small island states.


By way of example, Dr. Martínez cited Medellín, where the community was clear about where security problems were arising.  With regard to the topic of health, she emphasized that UN-Habitat was working with the community in the areas of water and sanitation and of child education.
2. Presentation by the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)

· Mario Marcel, Manager, Institutional Capacity and Finance Sector

The presentation of Mr. Mario Marcel of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) was distributed as document CSH/GT/MISPA/INF-7/08.

Comments by delegations:


The delegation of El Salvador took note of the regional dialogue on citizen security.

The delegation of Costa Rica indicated that, in supporting crime-fighting programs, the IDB was affording investors and tourists a greater sense of security.


The delegation of Trinidad and Tobago referred to the involvement of the Bank in specific programs and emphasized the importance of the private sector and of corporate social responsibility.

3. Presentation by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)

· Karin Landgren, Associate Director, Chief of Child Protection


The presentation of Mrs. Karin Landgren of the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) was distributed as document CSH/GT/MISPA/INF-8/08.

Comments by delegations:


The delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis inquired about the relationship between UNICEF and the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IIN).


The delegation of Panama emphasized that child security should be a priority and asked whether a need had been identified for contact to be established with different governments of the region to develop a new role for education ministries in monitoring child and youth violence.

4. Presentation by the Inter-American Coalition for Violence Prevention (CIAPV)

· Elizabeth Gozzer, Technical Secretary


The presentation of Mrs. Elizabeth Gozzer of the Inter-American Coalition for Violence Prevention (CIAPV) was distributed as document CSH/GT/MISPA/INF-9/08.

Comments by delegations:


The delegation of Saint Kitts and Nevis indicated that account should be taken of the public health aspect of violence, since consideration should be given to prevention.  It also indicated that the CIAPV should establish its headquarters at the OAS and that the Coalition’s headquarters should not continue to rotate.


The delegation of El Salvador referred to the mission of the Coalition and asked about the dissemination of its activities. 

5. Other business

The Chair reported that the upcoming meetings of the Working Group for initial discussion of the preliminary draft final document of the ministerial meeting would be held on July 17 and 24, 2008.

Lastly, the Chair announced that in late July, the Department of Public Security would organize a meeting with civil society.
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