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1. Presentation and consideration of the Draft “Commitment to Public Security in the Americas” (CSH/GT/MISPA-9/08)
Ambassador Albin began the meeting with a presentation of the document “Commitment to Public Security in the Americas”, indicating that it focused on the structural aspects of public security – rather than placing emphasis on any one theme in particular.  He said that its purpose was to establish a conceptual framework for possible specific activities at a later date.  

He also informed the delegations that the meeting with civil society, organized by the General Secretariat, would be held on August 6 and 7, 2008, in Guatemala City, Guatemala. 

The delegations of Uruguay, Brazil, and Ecuador thanked the Secretariat for the communications sent to MERCOSUR and to the Andean Community inviting them to participate in this preparatory process. 

The Argentine delegation made the following general remarks and indicated that it would send specific comments in writing to the Secretariat: 
· The text oscillates between a political and an operational statement. It is unclear whether the idea is to make a policy statement or to outline a plan of action.
· The scope of the security issues and the categories and/or threats addressed in the document need to be clarified. 
· It will be necessary to define the offenses in order to avoid duplicating actions in the OAS. 
· The document is lacking a gender perspective and should be more oriented toward human rights.
· The objectives referred to in the draft and their budgetary implications need to be spelled out.
· Follow-up mechanisms also need to be specified.. 
· The text does not distinguish between general and specific objectives. 

The Canadian delegation expressed its concern over the insufficient time available for discussing this document. He suggested using a more concise document, like the one used in the meeting of Ministers of Finance. He mentioned that crime was a crosscutting issue that required links to other areas such as CICAD, CICTE, and CIFTA, as well as REMJA. The Canadian delegation indicated that, concerning the police academy proposed in the document, it might be prudent to first identify the training needs in the region, and subsequently determine the best means to satisfy them. Finally, he said that the word “commitment” was legally binding, and he therefore preferred the word “declaration”. 


The delegations of Saint Kitts and Nevis, Costa Rica, Venezuela, Panama, and El Salvador thanked the Chair for the document and said they are awaiting comments from their Governments.

Ambassador Gustavo Albin stated that this document was important because it established a conceptual framework for the forum and its future tasks. The idea was to present a document that was sufficiently broad in scope and at the same time established both guidelines and certain specific ideas for action and follow-up. He also pointed out the need to clarify the concepts of public and multidimensional security in order to avoid confusion between the two.

Ambassador Alexandre Addor Neto of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security referred to the concepts of multidimensional and public security.  

Mr. Chris Hernández outlined some ideas regarding a possible Inter-American police academy and said that he would soon circulate a document on the subject..  

The delegation of Guatemala asked the Secretariat to circulate the comments on the police academy idea in writing and said that the document should include the experience of the Inter-American Defense College. 

The delegation of the United States said that the motto of the ministerial meeting should be “collaboration and coordination”. It also said it would present two new paragraphs for inclusion in the proposed document. 

Subsequently, the delegations reviewed each paragraph up to paragraph 10. 
2. Other business

The Chair reminded the delegations that the next meeting would be held on Monday, July 28, 2008. 

In addition, he informed the delegations that the third briefing would be held on August 14, and that the following presentations were scheduled: MERCOSUR, CARICOM, SICA, the Andean Community, and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. 

The Organization for the Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) was scheduled to give a presentation at that meeting. However, due to its busy schedule, the OECD would not be able to attend, and therefore, the working group agreed to allow the OECD to deliver its presentation at the end of one of the preparatory meetings in September.

The delegation of Canada requested that the draft agenda of the ministerial meeting be circulated as soon as possible. 
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