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I. BACKGROUND
At its thirty-seventh regular session, the General Assembly of the Organization of American States (OAS) adopted resolution AG/RES. 2294 (XXXVII-O/07), in which it reaffirmed that the adoption of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples remains a priority for the Organization of American States (OAS), emphasizing the importance of full and effective participation by the indigenous peoples in preparing the draft Declaration.
1. In said resolution, the General Assembly also renewed the mandate of the  Working Group so as to complete the drafting of the Declaration, on the basis of the “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” (GT/DADIN/doc.301/07) and taking into account the “Compendium of Proposals of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus Held by the Working Group” (GT/DADIN/doc.255/06 rev. 2 and add. 1) and other pertinent documents of the Working Group.
To that end, the General Assembly requested the Permanent Council to instruct the Working Group, between July 2007 and April 2008, to:
a. Hold a special two-day meeting at OAS headquarters in September or October 2007 and before scheduling the Eleventh Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, in order to engage in a process of reflection regarding the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. The outcomes and recommendations of the two-day meeting of the Working Group will be presented the day after that meeting to a special meeting of the Permanent Council by the Chair of the Working Group and the leaders of the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus. The Permanent Council will consider those recommendations on how to strengthen the negotiation process in the presence of representatives of the indigenous peoples;
b. Hold up to three meetings of negotiations of up to five days each, between October 2007 and March 2008, at least one of which shall be held at OAS headquarters;
c. Continue to take the appropriate measures to ensure continuing transparency of, and effective participation by representatives of indigenous peoples in, the negotiation meetings in the quest for points of consensus; and
d. Emphasize the need to reach compromise solutions that are attentive to the most pressing concerns of the indigenous peoples and to the needs of all member states, in the preparation of the Draft Declaration.
In the same resolution, the General Assembly also requested the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, its Special Rapporteurship on Indigenous Peoples, the Summits Secretariat, the Office of International Law of the Department of International Legal Affairs of the General Secretariat of the Organization, and the Secretary General to continue to lend their valuable support to the process.  It also requested the Permanent Council to follow up on said resolution.
II. ActiviTIES OF THE WORKING GROUP
A. Election of the Chair of the Working Group
On September 13, 2007, the Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs of the Permanent Council elected as the Chair of the Working Group Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya, Permanent Representative of Bolivia to the OAS.
B. Election of the Vice Chair of the Working Group
At its meeting of October 30, 2007, the Working Group elected as its Vice Chair Minister Counselor Luis Exequiel Alvarado, Alternate Representative of Nicaragua to the OAS.
C. Organization of work
The Chair of the Working Group presented to it for its consideration a Work Plan and calendar of activities (2007-2008) (GT/DADIN/doc.310/07), a draft which received the support of a majority of delegations.
The draft calendar of activities included all tasks necessary to complete the work assigned by the General Assembly.  These included regular meetings and meetings of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus.

The calendar was adopted on the understanding that it would be a draft subject to amendment, so as to enable the Group to continue its activities with optimal efficiency and flexibility.  Bearing in mind that the Meeting of Reflection was a starting point for future meetings of negotiation, the Group concentrated its initial efforts on the preparations for said meeting.
D. Document preparation

To facilitate the Group’s work, the Chair asked the Department of International Law to draw up the following documents:

1. A comparative table of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the Draft Declaration of the Organization of American States 
2. A document classifying the articles of the Draft Declaration according to relative ease in reaching a consensus

3. Request for and receipt of a document drawn up by the United Nations on clustering of articles for negotiation purposes in that forum.
E. Working Group meetings
The Working Group held seven regular meetings during the 2007-2008 term.  It also held two informal meetings. Likewise, a Special Meeting of Reflection on the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and a Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus were held, in which representatives of the indigenous peoples participated fully and effectively. 

During the meetings prior to the Special Meeting for Reflection, the Working Group had the opportunity to receive and consider new proposals presented by the Chair of the Group.  These proposals were intended not only to establish the format for and enhance the Meeting for Reflection but also to offer new options for the Group’s future activities.

The report of the Chair on the Meeting for Reflection, held from November 26 to 28, 2007, in Washington, D.C., has been published as document GT/DADIN/doc.321/08. The document of the Meeting for Reflection on the outcomes and recommendations presented to the Permanent Council on November 28, 2007, has been published as document GT/DADIN/doc.324/08 rev. 1. Likewise, the suggestions and comments of the permanent missions on the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which were made after the Meeting for Reflection, as requested by the Permanent Council, may be found in document CP/doc. 4263/08.
III. ELEVENTH MEETING OF NEGOTIATIONS IN THE QUEST FOR POINTS OF CONSENSUS
The Eleventh Meeting of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus was held from April 14 to 18, 2008, in Washington, D.C., United States, with the Chair of the Working Group presiding. The report of the Chair of the Working Group on this meeting has been published as document GT/DADIN/doc. 339/08, and the Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples has been published as document GT/DADIN/doc.334/08 rev. 1.
IV. DRAFT RESOLUTION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY “DRAFT AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES”
The Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples considered the draft resolution presented by the Chair, which was then approved by consensus by the delegations present.  The draft resolution has been attached to this report for approval by the CAJP, since the last meeting of the Working Group did not have a quorum. 
V. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The Chair of the Working Group would like to express special thanks to all governments of the OAS member states and permanent observers that made it possible for representatives of the indigenous peoples to participate fully and effectively during the 2007-2008 term. 
The Chair of the Working Group is confident that all countries will increase their contributions to the Specific Fund during the 2008-2009 term, thus making it possible to continue strengthening the broad, effective participation of the indigenous peoples.
Finally, the Chair of the Working Group wishes to express his appreciation for the interest shown in reaching a consensus and the efforts made to do so, for the positive contributions to dialogue, and for constant support for the events of the Working Group—as demonstrated by the Vice Chair of the Group, Minister Counselor Luis Exequiel Alvarado, Alternate Representative of Nicaragua, by the distinguished delegates of the member states and the representatives of the indigenous peoples, and by the General Secretariat staff. 

Ambassador Reynaldo Cuadros Anaya
Chair of the Working Group to Prepare
the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
Permanent Representative of Bolivia
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DRAFT RESOLUTION
DRAFT AMERICAN DECLARATION ON THE RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,
RECALLING resolutions AG/RES. 1022 (XIX-O/89), AG/RES. 1479 (XXVII-O/97), AG/RES. 1549 (XXVIII-O/98), AG/RES. 1610 (XXIX-O/99), AG/RES. 1708 (XXX-O/00); AG/RES. 1780 (XXXI-O/01), AG/RES. 1851 (XXXII-O/02), AG/RES. 1919 (XXXIII-O/03); AG/RES. 2029 (XXXIV-O/04), AG/RES. 2073 (XXXV-O/05), AG/RES. 2234 (XXXVI-O/06), and AG/RES. 2294 (XXXVII-O/07); and
HAVING SEEN the report of the Chair of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples on the activities carried out in 2007 and 2008 (GT/DADIN/doc.324/08), as well as document GT/DADIN/doc.324/08 rev. 1 on the Meeting of Reflection on the Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus, held November 26 to 28, 2007, and the report of the Eleventh Meeting of Negoiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus (GT/DADIN/doc.xx/08), held on April 14 to 18, 2008,
RESOLVES:
1. To reaffirm that the adoption of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples remains a priority for the Organization of American States (OAS), emphasizing the importance of full and effective participation by the indigenous peoples in preparing the draft Declaration.
2. To renew the mandate of the Working Group to Prepare the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples to continue holding its meetings of negotiations in the quest for points of consensus, so as to complete the drafting of the Declaration, on the basis of the “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples” (GT/DADIN/doc.334/08) and taking into consideration the “Compendium of Proposals of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus Held by the Working Group” (GT/DADIN/doc.255/06 add. 2 rev. 2), as well as the report on the Meeting of Reflection (GT/DADIN/doc.324/08 rev. 1), and other pertinent documents of the Working Group.
3. To request the Permanent Council to instruct the Working Group to:
a. Hold, between September 2008 and March 2009, up to three meetings, each of up to five days, one of them a special meeting for evaluation and strengthening of the negotiation process and to propose specific actions for addressing the issues, and the two others Meetings of Negotiations in the Quest for Points of Consensus for negotiation of the document “Record of the Current Status of the Draft American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.”  At least one of the three meetings is to be held at the headquarters of the Organization;
b. Ensure that the Chair of the Working Group engages in informal consultations with those involved in the process and presents the conclusions thereof in a document for the special meeting for presentation to the Working Group for its consideration;
c. Take the appropriate measures to ensure effective participation by representatives of indigenous peoples; and
d. Seek consensual solutions that address the needs of the indigenous peoples and the specific characteristics of the region.
4. To request the Selection Board of the Specific Fund to continue to work according to the principle of transparency established in resolution CP/RES. 873 (1459/04), “Amendments to the Specific Fund to Support the Preparation of the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.”
5.
To request the General Secretariat and the organs, agencies, and entities of the Organization to lend their valuable support to the process of drafting the American Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples; and to thank them for their ongoing contribution to that process.

6.
To request the Permanent Council to report to General Assembly at its thirty-ninth regular session on the implementation of this resolution, the execution of which shall be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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