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DRAFT RESOLUTION FOR THE MEETING OF CONSULTATION

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT:

That the Organization of American States (OAS) is fully competent to take up any facts and events that may endanger hemispheric peace and security;

That one of the purposes of the OAS is respect for the personality, sovereignty, and independence of states, as well as the faithful fulfillment of obligations derived from treaties and other sources of international law;

That among the essential purposes of the OAS Charter is “[t]o strengthen the peace and security of the continent” and “to ensure the pacific settlement of disputes that may arise among the Member States”;
That the OAS Charter reaffirms the principle that “[c]ontroversies of an international character arising between two or more American States shall be settled by peaceful procedures”;

That Article 15 of the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes that “[t]he right of each State to protect itself and to live its own life does not authorize it to commit unjust acts against another State”;
That Article 19 of the Charter stipulates that “[n]o State or group of States has the right to intervene, directly or indirectly, for any reason whatever, in the internal or external affairs of any other State.  The foregoing principle prohibits not only armed force but also any other form of interference or attempted threat against the personality of the State or against its political, economic, and cultural elements”;
That Article 21 of the Charter underscores that “[t]he territory of a State is inviolable; it may not be the object, even temporarily, of military occupation or of other measures of force taken by another State, directly or indirectly, on any grounds whatever.  No territorial acquisitions or special advantages obtained either by force or by other means of coercion shall be recognized”; and

CONSIDERING:

That at the special meeting held on March 5, 2008, the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States adopted resolution CP/RES. 930 (1632/08) in response to the crisis generated on March 1, 2008, when military forces and police personnel of Colombia entered the territory of Ecuador, without the consent or knowledge of the Government of Ecuador, to carry out an operation against members of the subversive group known as the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, who were clandestinely encamped on the Ecuadorian side of the border; 

That at that meeting the Government of Colombia apologized for that incursion, recognizing that it had been carried out without prior notification to the Ecuadorian Government and without its consent;

That at the XX Summit of the Rio Group, held in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, on March 7, 2008, the President of Colombia, Álvaro Uribe, offered the Government and people of Colombia a full apology for the violation of the territory and sovereignty of Ecuador and pledged that these events would not be repeated under any circumstances, in compliance with Articles 19 and 21 of the OAS Charter, as set forth in paragraphs 4 and 5 of the Declaration of the presidents of the Rio Group;

That, under its agenda, this Meeting of Consultation is taking place, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 930 (1632/08), “to examine the facts of the events that occurred on Saturday, March 1, 2008, in the Province of Sucumbíos, Ecuador, and to make the pertinent recommendations; and

That this Meeting of Consultation has taken note of the report presented by the Committee headed by the Secretary General that visited both countries, in fulfillment of the aforementioned resolution,

RESOLVES:

1.
To reaffirm the full applicability of the principles enshrined in international law of respect for sovereignty, abstention from the threat or use of force, and noninterference in the internal affairs of other states, which are embodied in Article 19 of the Charter and are founding principles of the inter-American system—principles that are binding on all its member states in all circumstances.

2.
To reaffirm the full applicability of the principle of territorial sovereignty, enshrined unrestrictedly and without any exception in Article 21 of the OAS Charter, as a vital principle for harmonious relations among the nations of the Americas.

3.
To declare that the incursion by Colombian military forces and police personnel into the territory of Ecuador, in the province of Sucumbíos, on March 1, 2008, carried out without the knowledge or prior consent of the Government of Ecuador, was a clear violation of Articles 19 and 21 of the OAS Charter.  

4.
To take note of the full apology for the events that occurred and the pledge by Colombia, expressed by its President to the Rio Group and reiterated by its delegation at this Meeting of Consultation, that they would not be repeated under any circumstances. 

5.
To instruct the Secretary General to use his good offices for the purpose of cooperating in the restoration and strengthening of cooperation between Ecuador and Colombia in the monitoring and security of its borders, examining the possibility of implementing, with the agreement of both countries, the following proposals:

a.
Establishment of a mechanism for following up on implementation of the obligations arising from this resolution as well as from bilateral agreements between the two countries;  

b.
Revision and strengthening of mechanisms for cooperation and border dialogue and follow-up on their implementation; 


c.
Development of cooperation and border integration programs, including environmental projects;

d.
Provision of incentives to dialogue among civil society organizations and business, trade, and commercial entities in both countries; and 


e.
Establishment of confidence-building measures between the two countries through periodic consultations and meetings between officials responsible for border control and security and other measures that can be developed by common agreement. 

6.
To take note of the report submitted by the Commission headed by the Secretary General and composed of the Chair of the Permanent Council and Permanent Representative of The Bahamas, Ambassador Cornelius Smith; and by the Permanent Representatives of Argentina, Ambassador Rodolfo Gil;  Brazil, Ambassador Osmar Chohfi;  Panama, Ambassador Arístides Royo;  and Peru, Ambassador María Zavala; and to thank all of them for their outstanding efforts.
� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �RC00102E01�








