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ADDRESS BY THE SECRETARY OF PUBLIC SECURITY OF THE UNITED MEXICAN STATES, GENARO GARCÍA LUNA, AT THE INAUGURAL SESSION OF THE FIRST MEETING OF MINISTERS RESPONSIBLE FOR PUBLIC SECURITY IN THE AMERICAS

Secretary Genaro García Luna.

Felipe Calderón Hinojosa, President of the United Mexican States;

Dr. José Miguel Insulza, Secretary General of the Organization of American States;

Esteemed ministers;

Colleagues of the federal cabinet;

Special guests; 

Ladies and gentlemen:

I extend the warmest welcome to all the participating delegations of this First Meeting of Public Security in the Americas. 

I thank Dr. José Miguel Insulza, and all the countries present here today, for their support in enabling Mexico to host this important meeting.

This honor is of great importance for Mexico, because it enables us to express, along with our sister nations, our determination to combat crime in a head-on fashion. 

It is of importance because it enables us to reiterate our conviction that the rule of law must be strengthened and that our democracies must be protected.

It is of importance because it enables us to combine our determination and multiply our efforts within the framework of an anti-crime strategy with a broader hemispheric scope.

The criminals in our countries have the same goal: profit, regardless of cost. They seek to maintain their patterns of corruption, violence, and intimidation, predicated upon impunity, over and above all legitimate expressions of the rule of law.

Organized crime seeks to expand its scope, by taking advantage of globalization, technological progress, and legal and geographical borders.

The challenge we now face as a hemisphere is to use a transnational perspective to increase the effectiveness of our fight against a form of crime that also operates transnationally.

To interconnect capacities and institutional strengths in each nation, with a broader scope, in order to dismantle criminal structures. 

We, the officials responsible for public security in our countries, have been given the urgent task of meeting this challenge and ensuring that the rule of law is upheld in full, as the indispensable prerequisite for our continent’s development.

Performing this task requires the participation of the international community, with efficient exchanges of information and intelligence. 

In other words: more and better cooperation, within a model of total joint responsibility. In that way, we will be able to strengthen our ongoing battle on behalf of security, justice, and legality. 

Mr. President:

Distinguished ministers:

This meeting offers us the prospect of combining and coordinating our abilities in the priority responsibility of waging an effective fight against crime and ensuring the security of our citizens. 

We now have before us an opportunity to strengthen a hemispheric front against transnational criminal activities. The task ahead in our countries and in connection with cooperation is immense. 

Mexico, like other nations, is currently engaged in transforming its public security institutions, involving the use of technologies, systems, and successful international experiences for combating crime. 

The aim is to institute solid security agencies that can combat crime effectively and can protect and serve the community.

The anti-crime offensive requires full cooperation in order to respond to the security demands of our nations.

Our commitment and conviction are complete.

Once again, welcome to Mexico.

Thank you very much.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �RM00014E01�








