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I am greatly honored to take part in this opening ceremony of the First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas alongside His Excellency, President Felipe Calderón, without whose personal commitment, and that of his Government, this meeting would probably not have been possible. President Calderón’s concern, in the course of his government, for public security issues and the measures and policies he has adopted in this field constitute a paradigm of the effort we all need to make in the Americas to address the increasingly grave scourge of crime and violence.
Today I would particularly like to take this opportunity to mark the fifth anniversary of the Declaration of Mexico, issued at the Special Conference on Security, held here in 2003. In that Declaration, a new definition of multidimensional security was forged, moving definitively away from a notion of security directly tied to protection of territory toward one focusing directly on human beings at the center of security concerns.

Mr. President, Ministers, distinguished delegates, and guests:

I will shortly have the pleasure of delivering a detailed report on the status of public security in the region. At this solemn inauguration, I wish to point to the importance and highly worrying nature of the situation we are confronting. Security-related issues have become one of the principal threats to stability, the strengthening of democracy, and the development potential of our region. We must, therefore, act swiftly and decisively to counter that risk.
This is a problem that undermines the security, health, bodily integrity, and the life of hundreds of thousands of our fellow citizens, extending its tentacles so far that it directly impairs the foundations of the economic and political development of the Americas. The very integrity of the State and of democratic institutions is sorely threatened by the extent, power, and influence of crime. 
Most of the violence against people and most of the homicides are related to trafficking in persons and, in general, to organized crime. Clearly, that is not always the case and there are differences from one country to another, but all of our countries, without exception, are either suffering or beginning to suffer the consequences of this blight. 
The first step that can help us solve the problem is to acknowledge that it exists, that it is critical and growing by the day: an epidemic or plague in our Hemisphere that is killing more people than AIDS or any other epidemic known to man.  It is destroying more homes than any economic crisis we have experienced and it is as dangerous a threat to State institutions as any subversive movement we have known. Eliminating or substantially reducing crime is a top priority for democracy.

The second step is to acknowledge that, despite the significant efforts of our presidents to combat the problem and despite the substantial progress that has been achieved, serious difficulties persist and we have a long way to go before we can begin to feel satisfied.

Many of our countries lack the technical and material wherewithal to confront this grave problem. Institutionally, too, we have major shortcomings, limitations, and lacunae. In the area of public security, the inter-American system does have appropriate instruments for coordinated action to address the multidimensional threats we face. Hemispheric bodies do, indeed, exist that are responsible for coordinating specific and targeted areas, among them: the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives, and Other Related Materials (CIFTA), the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), the Hemispheric Plan against Transnational Organized Crime, and the Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Ministers or Attorneys General of the Americas (REMJA). 
The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights is conducting a study of citizen security and human rights, which entails consulting with member states, civil society organizations, and recognized regional and international experts and will very useful for designing and implementing the member states’ public security and democratic policies.

However, we lack mechanisms for discussing global public security policies. The pressing needs we face in this area demand that we establish a permanent forum and reach hemispheric agreements that enable us to identify the root causes of crime and violence and lead us to points of consensus and coordinated actions to deal with them. That is the ultimate and transcendental significance of this First Meeting of Ministers Responsible for Public Security in the Americas. 
I want to stress that these kinds of meetings need to be ongoing and frequent. We need to forge a technical and political framework for the whole set of public security-related issues and to coordinate our activities in the areas of information, communication, technology, and any others needed to achieve success in the task of collectively combating crime and violence.

We have done everything in our power to facilitate this meeting. In that we have relied on the dedication and effort of the representatives of the American States in the OAS Committee on Hemispheric Security and, in a very special way, on the substantial contribution of Mexico and its Government, in both the Organization of American States and in Mexico itself, to organize a meeting that, as always in this country, is being conducted in a way that is a source of pride and satisfaction for all of us.
I would like to reiterate our thanks to the United Mexican States, its President, and all of you for attending this meeting.

A few days ago, speaking at the Inter-American Peace Forum, the President of Costa Rica and Nobel Peace Prize winner, Oscar Arias, reminded us that the “mere absence of war is not peace.” He added that what we seek is what Rafael Alberti sought for peace:  “Security that rises at dawn and stays with us through the night.”
We are happy, Mr. President, and grateful to be here, and I would not wish to end my remarks without commending you for the enormous effort you have made to combat crime in Mexico and, above all from our point of view, for having placed this core issue on the agenda of the countries of America.  Your contribution in this matter has been invaluable and we wish you every success in the crusade you have embarked on in your country to make Mexico a peaceful, friendly, and safe nation.
Thank you very much.
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