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CONCEPT PAPER FOR THEMATIC AREA 4:  

THE HEMISPHERIC COOPERATION AGENDA AND THE INTERNATIONAL PLAYERS
A. MODERATOR
1. The role of the moderator will reflect the following considerations:
· He or she will be a high authority with special interest in topics to be addressed under the thematic area.
· He or she will be aware of the discussion dynamics proposed by the meeting’s organizers (the Government of Colombia and the OAS will hold teleconferences with the moderators prior to the meeting to establish the parameters of the debate). 

· He or she will develop the questions to guide discussion so that, by means of open debate, clarification may be provided so that consensus-based proposals can be reached as outcomes of each thematic area.
2. The moderator will be supported by the rapporteur team in presenting a conclusions document at the event’s last session.
B. TOPICS OF DISCUSSION
1.
Coordination of inter-American cooperation with other international cooperation players and the quest for synergies
2.
Emerging players in the field of international cooperation – the private sector, NGOs – and their potential contributions to more in-depth inter-American cooperation

C. METHODOLOGY
The moderator of the panel will install it and open it with a general presentation of the thematic area, methodology, and questions to guide discussion contained in the concept paper. Ten minutes will be allowed for this.
This will be followed by two or three presentations, given by high authorities previously indicating an interest in doing so, to discuss the topic in part, taking as a basis the questions to guide discussion listed below, with the aim of enriching the debate. Ten minutes will be allowed for each presentation. Additionally, 90 minutes will be allowed for the debate.
After the presentations, the debate will be opened and directed toward reaching general agreements on future actions to be undertaken, so as to make headway on the central topics. To that end, and as an outcome of the session, the moderator of the meeting will take it upon themselves to compile and present the main conclusions, according special attention to those matters where consensus exists and that may contribute to the documents containing the conclusions and recommendations of the meeting.  To that end, 15 minutes will be allowed at the end of the session.
D. PARTICIPANTS
Participating in this session will be high authorities of member states, OAS delegates, and special guests and observers present in the meeting room.  The moderator may give the floor to whoever requests it and will determine the order of interventions.
E. QUESTIONS TO GUIDE DISCUSSION
· What can be done to improve channels of communication between inter-American cooperation entities and other international cooperation players?
· How can the inter-American cooperation system be adapted to respond to current trends regarding new sources of cooperation?
· How can common priorities be established among public and other (private sector, NGO) players with respect to cooperation?
· What mechanisms might there be to establish a “road map” for joint activities by inter-American cooperation bodies and the other international players?
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