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I. INTRODUCTION

At its thirty-ninth regular session, the OAS General Assembly adopted resolution AG/RES. 2476 (XXXIX-O/09), “Specialized CIDI Meeting of High-Level Cooperation Authorities,” which was convened for October 26 and 27, 2009, by the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) through resolution CIDI/RES. 222 (XIV-O/09), accepting the generous offer made by the Government of Colombia.

That offer was made by that Government at the Special Technical Meeting of National Authorities and Experts on Cooperation (Playa del Carmen, Mexico, October 2008), at which the member states agreed to:

i. Continue the dialogue among national authorities and experts on technical cooperation in order to promote an effective hemispheric agenda that emphasizes the added value of the OAS and contributes to the process of strengthening CIDI;

ii. Develop a strategy with participation by all member states for further linkage of the different efforts being made internally within the OAS, with cooperation authorities of the member states themselves and with other international organizations;

iii. Promote, as appropriate, better coordination and communication between the different cooperation players in the OAS framework in order to ensure an adequate flow of available information;

iv. Promote inclusive mechanisms that promote the development of horizontal, south-south, and triangular cooperation actions, complementing the traditional cooperation modalities now employed in the OAS; and

v. Strengthen member-state participation in project selection, execution, monitoring, and evaluation by strengthening the IACD.

Those commitments, together with the proposed roadmap, were set out in the Course of Action of Playa del Carmen.

II. OBJECTIVES OF THE MEETING

a.
Contribute to consolidating the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) as a body for hemispheric cooperation widely recognized by all players in the region as well as by other international players;

b.
Analyze the effectiveness of hemispheric cooperation and particularly the role that the OAS can play as an agent for coordination and as a forum for hemispheric dialogue on cooperation matters;

c. Analyze the opportunities that exist for maximizing regional cooperation, through specific examples of projects and the different modalities used for them, including projects conducted under the aegis of the OAS;

d. Discuss different cooperation mechanisms and models, study strategies, and define guidelines for consolidating them within the OAS framework; and

e. Explore, through a dialogue with other international players, mechanisms for forging ties and creating synergies in order to have a greater impact in the region.

III. METHODOLOGY

The meeting will have a day and a half to cover its agenda.  Once it has been called to order, there will be a general presentation on the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development.  The Chair of the Management Board will then present the 2009-2010 IACD Work Plan.  

The plenary sessions will then be held to consider the remaining substantive agenda items in accordance with the following methodology:  a minister or high-level authority will serve as moderator and will open the session, after which there will be one or two general presentations on the item by one high-level authority or more. This will be followed by an open dialogue steered by the moderator, who will then bring the session to a close, after highlighting the main conclusions, in particular those recommendations on which there is consensus and which could be part of the final package of recommendations of the entire Meeting.
To focus the discussions, a concept document will be distributed in advance, defining the goals expected at the end of each session and also including some key questions to foster dialogue and exchanges of experiences.
To complement this discussion, the OAS Secretariat is coordinating the preparation of a document on the effectiveness of cooperation in the Hemisphere, which will serve as input for the dialogue.  The document will be distributed in English and Spanish two weeks ahead of the Meeting.

IV.
ANNOTATED AGENDA


The sessions will discuss the following substantive issues:

1.
Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) and its Management Board

· General presentation by the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development, as well as composition and main activities of its decision-making body:  the Management Board (Executive Secretary of SEDI, Alfonso Quiñonez, in his capacity as Director of the IACD)

· General presentation of the 2009-2010 IACD Management Board’s Work Plan (Enrique Maruri Londoño, in his capacity as Chair of the MB/IACD) 

2.
The OAS as an agent for coordination and as a forum for hemispheric dialogue on cooperation

Discussion will focus on the following three key points: 

a. The role of the OAS as an agent for coordination among the cooperation authorities of the member states;
b. Coordination of regional positions on cooperation vis-à-vis other policy dialogue forums, including those relating to effectiveness;
c. Mechanisms for coordination between the ministerial dialogues and meetings of high-level authorities, with the thematic agendas of the cooperation authorities.
To complement this session, there will be a working breakfast on the second day to consider information, communication, and collaboration tools for effective hemispheric cooperation.

This dialogue will focus on the following three key points:

a. Inter-American Cooperation Network (Cooperanet);
b. Exchange of national cooperation information systems;
c. Proposals for the establishment of a network on the effectiveness of hemispheric cooperation.
3. Study of opportunities for maximizing regional cooperation, including alternative modalities



Discussion will focus on the following three key points: 

a. The Strategic Plan for Partnership for Development and strengthening of FEMCIDI

b. Synergies and harmonization of cooperation among inter-American organizations and forums

c. New modalities for cooperation: guidelines and strategies to consolidate them within the framework of the OAS.

4. The hemispheric cooperation agenda and international players


Discussion will focus on the following two key points:

a. Coordination of inter-American cooperation with other international cooperation players and the search for synergies

b. Emerging players in international cooperation: the private sector and NGOs – and their potential contributions to the deepening of inter-American cooperation.

V.
DEFINITION OF AGREEMENTS AND FINAL DOCUMENTS



The outcome of the meeting will be a document of recommendations, which includes the agreements and commitments established at the Meeting.  Among others, this is expected to also include the following:

1. Institutionalization of this meeting as a biennial forum for high-level dialogue among the cooperation authorities of the member states;
2. Recommendations for the preparation of a Strategic Plan for partnership and strengthening of international cooperation, within the framework of the OAS;
3. Proposal to move forward on the establishment of a network on effectiveness of inter-American cooperation.

In addition, the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) will present a final report on the meeting to CEPCIDI.
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