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Fellow Ministers and Highest Appropriate Authorities of the Member States of the Organization of American States,

Ambassador Alfonso Quiňónez, Head of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development of the OAS,

Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Community Development and Culture,

Ambassador Michael King, Permanent Representative of Barbados to the OAS,

Permanent Secretaries and other Government Officials,

Members of the Diplomatic Corps,

Representatives of regional and international organizations

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen:

Some fifty years ago, noted British literary critic and cultural theorist Raymond Williams made his famous and, (at that time), controversial statement, that “Culture is ordinary, in every society and in every mind”.
/  The intervening years have proven that William’s insight was significant, and that the “Culture” of a people must NOT be limited to the High Arts. Time years has also proven that the true scope of the value of Culture is greater than anything even he might have imagined.

And so, this morning, as I welcome you to the Fourth Meeting of Inter-American Ministers of Culture and Highest Appropriate Authorities, I do so, confident that we are all well aware of the contribution Culture makes to the development of our societies.

We acknowledge that its contribution is two-fold: it is social, and it is economic.  Indeed, in 2005, Heads of State and Government at the Fourth Summit of the Americas, recognized the indisputable link between development and culture, and agreed that:

“Culture in its multiple dimensions contributes, among other things, to the preservation and protection of historical heritage, to the enhancement, dignity and identity of our peoples, to the creation of decent work and the overcoming of poverty”. 

The main focus of this Fourth Meeting will be on cultural development policies, as they relate to the youth of the Hemisphere.  We share similar challenges in this regard. While we welcome the opportunities which modern technologies provide for exposure to other cultures, we are nevertheless mindful of the need to counter-act the resultant penetration of foreign cultures by implementing policies aimed at strengthening our own indigenous cultures; and at strengthening our own cultural identities.  

Too often, young people feel that they exist on the periphery of their societies. Too many of them feel that current social and educational systems hold no relevance for them.  Too many young people resort to violence and deviant behavior, in reaction to those feelings of marginalization and social exclusion.

This meeting will explore and will confirm the power of culture and the arts to bring about radical changes, and its power to provide solutions to those problems.  Research has proven conclusively that the youth can benefit from involvement in cultural activities.  

We know that cultural pursuits go a long way towards instilling discipline. We know that they increase levels of concentration, promote greater self-confidence and can sharpen skills in conflict resolution. We know too, that they can assist in the control of substance abuse and other high-risk behaviors.

In reality, involvement in culture and the arts promotes a feeling of greater social inclusion among young people, a greater feeling of relevance and sense of belonging.

I deeply regret that we were not able to schedule this meeting in such a way that visiting delegates could have experienced some of the events of our annual National Festival of Creative Arts, or NIFCA, as we call it, which concluded with a Gala last Sunday evening. 

The incredible talent of our young people was overwhelming, and as I watched them perform in their various disciplines, I could not help but marvel at the extent to which they demonstrated high levels of self-discipline and determination.  Such, Ladies and Gentlemen, is the power of culture and the arts!!

Let me take this opportunity to encourage all of you to take the opportunity to view the NIFCA Visual Arts and Photography Exhibition, which is mounted right here on the walls of this Conference Centre.

But there is also an economic dimension to culture.  When the term “culture” industry was first coined in the early seventies, it had somewhat negative connotations.  Implied in the term was the cynical view that Capitalism was succeeding in commercializing even culture.  Today, however, we can see that the term “Cultural Industries” is accepted as legitimate and positive.  

The economic benefits of the Cultural and Creative Industries in the modern world are clear.  Not only can our young people reap social benefits from involvement in this sector, but the sector also offers the potential for then to develop their creativity and to earn a living. 

No one can question the fact that the cultural and creative industries sector is one of the fastest growing sectors of the world-economy.  Statistics to prove this abound.  UNESCO, for example, has confirmed that global exports in 2005 grew from 39 billion to 59 billion during the period 1994 to 2002.  

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development values the sector at 7 per cent of the world’s gross domestic product.
We have to accept, however, that these statistics were compiled in countries of the so-called “developed” world.  Information taken from UNCTAD indicates that in Europe, the creative economy is growing 12% faster than the overall economy.  In the United States, the cultural sector contributed 6% of GDP and accounted for 4.7 million jobs in 2003.  The reality, Ladies and Gentlemen, is somewhat different for developing countries.  

That stark reality is that developing countries are simply not reaping the benefits which could accrue from their rich and diverse cultures, and from the creativity of their people.  And, in spite of the availability of the statistics which prove the vast potential of the cultural sector, adequate and effective policies have still not been put in place to develop this potential.

It was in this context, therefore, that we chose as the theme for this meeting “The Economy of Culture in the Americas: A Path to Sustainable Growth and Social Inclusion”.  Each Plenary Session will feature a presentation related to that theme.  Presentations and their presenters have been very carefully selected, and these will provide an opportunity for discussion on such topics as:

· Effective Public Policies to Develop and Sustain a Vibrant Cultural Sector;

· Effective Cultural Policies in strengthening the economic potential of Culture:

· The implications of effective cultural policies for positive socio-cultural development;

· Partnerships and Alliances in the Economy of Culture:  The roles of public, private, and international partners, and 

· Engaging Youth Participation in the Economy of Culture


It has become increasingly evident, as we explore ways of formulating effective policies for cultural development, that an inter-sectoral approach to achieving our goals as makers of Culture is a must.  Practical, strategic and effective partnerships must be forged with institutions in the public sector and with civil society.  The institutions of Finance, of Tourism, of Trade, and of Education are critical to the success of our cultural policies.  


Because of the wide-ranging and far-reaching effects of the education sector, we must work closely with educational institutions.  The need for this collaboration is reflected in the OAS’s Strategic Plan for Partnership for Integral Development 2006-2009.  This plan lists as one of five priorities in the area of Culture:

“Supporting member states in their efforts to strengthen the cultural content of their educational programs, particularly those directed at young people, to assist in developing cultural identity; promoting intercultural dialogue, creativity, and artistic expression; and enhancing awareness and respect for cultural and linguistic diversity”.


Our deliberations tomorrow will be devoted almost entirely to discussions on youth involvement in the economy of culture. Two very dynamic young men from Canada will deliver presentations on “The role of culture in shaping identity, fostering cohesion, and preventing exclusion” and on “Practical ways of preparing young people to participate in the economy of culture”. Critical to the realization of those objectives, are educational institutions at all levels.  And so, in formulating effective cultural policies, we shall need to collaborate very closely with our colleagues in Education.  


I take this opportunity to draw your attention to a proposal, put forward by Barbados, for the holding of a workshop which would bring together policy makers in the fields of Culture and Education of Member States, as well as representatives of key regional and international organizations and civil society.  The long-term goal of this proposal is to strengthen public policy and to encourage and to sustain cross-sectoral collaboration in the fields of Education and Culture.

Ladies and Gentlemen, the responsibility clearly lies with us, with Ministries and of Culture and other related institutions, to lead the way and to demonstrate to our respective governments that there IS a viable alternative to traditional revenue-earning sectors.  In so many instances, developing countries, and in particular Small Vulnerable Economies like those in the Caribbean, with our scant natural and financial resources, find it impossible to compete in traditional sectors.  

We must lead the way in making that quantum leap to the identification of effective sustainable development strategies, through the development of our cultural sectors.  We must show that our greatest resource, our people, can provide, through their sheer creative talents, the raw material necessary to drive this initiative.

This meeting, therefore, will allow experts to advise on the factors which need to be taken into account in formulating effective policies for positive cultural development. It will provide us with a forum for sharing good practices – for sharing successful strategies from particular countries, which can serve as examples for others to follow.

One of the really exciting aspects of this Fourth Ministerial, is that we shall be privileged to hear presentations from two dynamic and very focused young Canadian men.  They will speak to us, giving us their perspective on what components should be included in national cultural policies so that those policies are relevant to the youth.  I have no doubt that our deliberations over the next two days will be enlightening and enjoyable.

Ladies and Gentlemen, Ministers, highest Appropriate Authorities, it is my pleasure to welcome you all to our beautiful country, Barbados.  We consider it an honour to be your hosts for this meeting.  Compared to the countries from which most of our visitors come, we are but a small island territory, but we have a saying that Barbados is 21 miles long and a SMILE wide!  We are truly delighted to have you here, and we look forward to sharing our little island with you.

Welcome to Barbados, and thank you.

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIDI02433E01�








�.	Williams, Raymond (1958) Culture and Society. Harmondsworth: Penguin





